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Locust outbreaks are expected
to become more frequent

and severe under climate change.

Arianne Cease

Assistant professor, Global Institute of Sustainability
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What's 740 sq km in size, flies400 km a
day, and eats more food than 25 camels?

A swarm of hungry desert locusts will devour everything in its path — which is why Saudi Arabia is on high alert

Jennifer Bell Dubai

It is considered one ofthe
world’s most dangerous
pests due to its ability to
reproduce rapidly, fly vast
distances and devastate
crops. Now the desert
locust is threatening large
swaths of Saudi Arabia in
one of the worst cuthbreaks
of recent times.

Last month, the UN Food and
Agriculture Organization (FAO)
issued a warning on the surge in
desert locust numbers threat-
ening the Arabian Peninsula,
particularly the Kingdom. The
UN alert follows heavy rainfall
in eastern Sudan, which created
favorable conditions for locust
reproduction and migration.

And while the organization

praised Saudi Arabia for its
advanced national programs to
combat outbreaks of the fearsome
insect, international experts warn
that the weather conditions that
encouraged recent swarms may
be a symptom of climate change
that could leave its mark on food
security in the region.

“One of the scenarios under
climate change is an increase in
the frequency of unusually heavy
and  short-lived  rainstorms;”
Reith Cressman, senior locust
forecasting officer at the FAOQ,
told Arab News. “If this is the
case, then it could result in a
greater frequency of favorable
breeding conditions for outbreaks
to develop.”

The FAO said last month’s locust
outbreak in Sudan and Eritrea
spread rapidly along both sides of
the Red Sea to Saudi Arabia and
Egypt, threatening crops.

“Good rains along the Red Sea
coastal plains in Eritrea and Sudan
have allowed two generations of
breeding since October, leading
to a substantial increase in locust
populations and the formation of
highly mobile swarms,” it said.

At least one swarm crossed to the
northern coast of Saudi Arabia in
mid-January, with further swarms
a week later.

Arianne Cease, assistant
professor at the Global Institute
of Sustainability and School of
Life Sciences, and director of the
Global Locust Initiative at Arizona
State University, said the Red Sea
coast is a common area for winter/
spring breeding, so an outbreak is
not unusual for this time of year.

However, she warned that
global warming could lead to
further plagues of locusts, with

been known to reach.

caused by a locust swarm.

10,000

Altitude in feet that locust swarms have

-100. Percentage of crop losses that can be

camels or 2,500 people: A small part
of an average swarm (or about one ton
of locusts) eats the same amount of
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devastating effects on agriculture,
in the future.

“Because insects are typically
the same temperature as their
environment (unlike people),
small changes in temperature can
have a dramatic effect on popula-
tions,” said Cease. “Rising temper-
atures can hasten maturation
time, meaning more locust gener-
ations in a shorter period, and
can also allow locusts to spread to
higher elevations.

“In general, locust outbreaks are
expected to become more frequent
and severe under climate change.”

Locusts are harmless when
solitary, experts say. Problems
arise when they congregate in
groups, becoming more abundant
and voracious. A desert locust
swarm can cover 740 sq km, with

up to 80 million insects, and can
travel up to 400 km a day.

In the immature adult phase, a
locust can consume its own weight
— about 2 g — in vegetation every
day, according to the FAO. A small
part of an average swarm can eat
the same amount of food in one
day as 10 elephants, 25 camels or
2,500 people.

In turn, swarms can threaten
crop production. “Desert locusts
are known to attack farmers’ fields
and can eat their crops in a single
morning,” warned Cressmarn.

When a locust swarm lands, they
can cause crop losses of between
80 to 100 percent.

“This is particularly devastating
for subsistence farmers, who
depend on their crops to feed their
families,” said Cease.

The FAO said rain from two
cyclones in 2018 had triggered
locust breeding in Saudi Arabia’s
Empty Quarter, near the Yemen-

Oman border, and swarms
from two generations
had reached the UAE and

southern Iran.
“Despite advances in
technology, communications
and awareness, there will always
be times when locusts increase in
number due to favorable climatic
and ecological conditions,”

Recent rain around the Red Sea has raised the locust threat level. Shutterstock

gaid Cressman. “Unusually good
rains on the Eritrean coast last July
followed by good rains in eastern
Sudan at the end of last summer
created favorable conditions for
locust reproduction.”

Each generation, said Cressman,
takes about three months, and
locust numbers increase 20-fold.

As vegetation dries out, locusts
concentrate in green vegetation
to form hopper bands and
adult swarms.

In January, a massive swarm

of locusts descended on
Makkah, forcing experts to send
specialized sanitation crews to
tackle the plague.

“We have harnessed all efforts
available to speed up the eradi-
cation of the insects in the interest
of the safety and comfort of guests to
God’s house,” Makkah’s municipal
authority said at the time.

Cressman said the FAO Desert
Locust Information Service
maintains contact with  all
countries and monitors the

situation carefully. But the next
few months will be a testing time
for the Kingdom, he said.

“As conditions dry out along both
sides of the Red Sea, any swarms
that are not detected or controlled
will almost certainly migrate
to the spring breeding areas of the
interior of Saudi Arabia.

“There is a low risk that a few
adult groupsor a few small swarms
may appear in southern areas of
Jordan and Israel during periods
of southerly winds that can carry
the locusts from the northern Red
Sea coastal plains of Saudi Arabia
to these areas.

“Both countries are on alert.
Similarly, a few more small infesta-
tions may arrive on the southern
coast of Iran, which is also another
area of breeding during the
spring,” he said.

The next three months will

be ‘“critical” to bringing the
locust situation under control
before summer breeding starts,
Cressman said.

Countries are considerably
better equipped to deal with
locust swarms than before, he
said, thanks to more sophisticated
control and monitoring capacities.

He praised Saudi Arabia for
introducing stringent measures

to protect crops from the pests.
“The FAO and its regional locust
comimission have spent decades
building up the national capacities
of countries to manage outbreaks.
Twelve outbreaks in the past
five years were all controlled
successfully”

Cressman said that this success
showed that couniries such as
Sudan, Egypt, Eritrea and Saudi
Arabia have the resources and
trained manpower to cope with
an outbreak.

Cease said that monitoring and
treatment of high-density pockets
of juvenile locusts before they
mature could stop swarms from
developing.

“Once they are adults and can
fly, locusts become much more
difficult to track, manage and stop
from flying into agricultural areas,”
she said.

Managing locusts  requires
a “tremendous team effort of
individuals working together

across sectors and borders.”
Without that, locusts — which
cansurvive and breed in countries
from West Africa to the Indian
subcontinent — will present
a growing threat, destroying
crops in the most impoverished
countries and threatening food
security in wealthier nations.
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years of Game Boy magic

Nintendo was arguably the prime form of entertainment for Saudi kids in the 1990s

Rawan Radwan Jeddah

Thirty years ago this
week, Nintendo changed
video gaming forever by
introducing the Game Boy
handheld console.

Youths in Saudi Arabia and world-
wide were hooked, and the grey
block was one of the first major
successes for Nintendo.

With a black and green reflec-
tive screen, an eight-way direction
pad, two action buttons, and a start
and select button, it used game
cartridges that were inserted in
the back. Six years after its launch,
colored versions of the Game Boy
were introduced to the market,
although old-school grey was the
favored choice for many Saudis.

Jeddah-based  photojournalist
Iman Al-Dabbagh recalls when she
got her first Game Boy. “I shared it
with my brother,” she said. “We got
it with a few games. ‘Super Mario’
and ‘Tetris’ were my favorite. We
also had the ‘Teenage Mutant Ninja
Turtles’ game.”

In Game Boy’s 30 years, more
than 1,000 games were manufac-
tured. Puppeteer and voice actor
Ammar Sabban said: “The acces-
sories were the coolest. You had
a magnifier, a camera where we’'d
take selfies, and this was back in
the 1990s. You could print stickers
as well.”

Who could forget such hits as
“Super Mario Land”, “Tetris”,
“Rirby’s Dream Land”, “Final
Fantasy”, “The Legend of Zelda”,

TENTFACTS ABOUT THE GAME BOY

was originally supposed to

1 The Game Boy Advance SP
support 3D.

Its creator, Gunpei Yokoi,
2 was hired by Nintendo as

an electrician to maintain
their assembly lines.

The original Game Boy
line was discontinued
in 2003.

Young’s album “Silver and
Gold” was taken with a
Game Boy camera.

The Game Boy had a
different name in Korea.
Nintendo licensed it

through Samsung and sold it
under the name Mini Comboy.

The Game Boy was
6 the first video game
system in space. Russian
“Donkey Kong” and “Wario
Land”? Game Boy made “Tetris” a
global phenomenon, and it is still
played to this day.

When Russia cosmonaut
Aleksandr Serebrov visited the
MIR space station in 1993, he was
allowed to take his Game Boy,
but with the weight restriction he
was only allowed one cartridge:
“Tetris” was his choice.

The Game Boy was originally

l The cover for singer Neil

cosmonaut Aleksandr Serebrov
visited the MIR space station in
1993, taking his Game Boy and
“Tetris.”

The original name of the
“Kirby” game was “Tinkle
Popo,” but was changed

as it was decided it would not sit
well with American consumers.

The Game Boy made
“Tetris” a global
phenomenon. It is still

played to this day.

Original Game Boy games
9 can be played on Sony’s

PlayStation through a
small device called the Gold

Finger, which plugs into the
back of the PlayStation.

You could only play
l() the original Game

Boy for 10-30 hours
before its 4 AA batteries died.

sold in the US for $89.95;
the cost in Saudi
Arabia was around
SR500 ($133) or
more.

Saudis  inter-
viewed by Arab
News recall how
they bought //
their Game

Boys during
their travels to

the US for holidays; the downside
was having to wait a long time to
buy new games. That is how the
concept of swapping cartridges
came about.

Dina  Azeez and  Fahda
Al-Magbool, both 35, recall hiding
their Game Boys under their
school desks. “Fahda’s (Game Boy)
was yellow and mine was red,” said
Azeez. “We had one class that was
one of the most boring, so we spent
most of the time playing. We often
swapped games, but only swapped
the ones we never wanted in the
first place.”

Al-Magbool replied to Azeez: “I
remember you giving me one of
the silliest games — I can’t recall
the name at the moment — and
I threw it in the trash because I
hated it so much”

Alaa Sendi, an English-language
instructor at King Abdulaziz
University, said: “My
favorite was Mario.
Swapping games

was the highlight
of the summer —
out with the old
and in with the new.”
She added: “I'd love to
play with it (the Game
Boy) again. I had
the original grey
one, and when
the ones with color
came out I got the
red one.”
Abdulaziz Al-Ayesh, a
20-year-old gamer and
collector, has two Game
Boy Advances, three
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Game Boy Colors, three Game Boy
Advance SPs and more. He collects
many different consoles and their
variations.

“I got my first Game Boy in
2003. It was a Game Boy Advance
SP, and my favorite games
were ‘Pokemon’ and ‘Kirby:
Nightmare in Dreamland.’ I missed
out on the Mario craze,” he said.

The consoles can sell for a high
price depending on the model and
year of manufacture, he added.

“If I were to sell my rarest Game
Boy (Advance model), I might be
able to get around $200 or higher,”
Al-Ayesh said. “People online tend
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Swapping games was
the highlight of the
summer — out with the
old and in with the new.

to be more knowledgeable about
the worth of retro games. Local
retro shops in Saudi usually sell
items for exaggerated prices, and
they have loyal customers.”

Nintendo was arguably the top
form of entertainment for Saudi
kids in the 1990s, whether it
was the Game Boy or the Super
Nintendo. Although discontinued
in 2003, more than 200 million
Game Boys were sold worldwide.

“I had all versions of the Game
Boy,” said Sara Fakieh, founder of
the ArabicTypo notebook brand.
“Every year it just had to be the
latest Game Boy.”
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The natural world has
connections all over the place.
If you damage one, you can't tell
where the damage will end.

Sir David Attenborough
Davos 2019

Rawan Radwan Jeddah

Adjusting the large oxygen
tank on his back and with
face mask in place, Khalid
Al-Dahlawi takes a deep
breath and plunges into
the waters off Jeddah. A
mesh bag in tow, he gathers
plastic debris from the
seabed, helping to preserve
one of the world’s natural
wonders: The Red Sea coral
reefs, a colorful network

of marine life, coral and
mangrove forests.

He can only do so much. This
delicate world is under constant
threat from overfishing, climate
change, pollutants and litter.

“I've been diving since 1990,”
said Al-Dahlawi, an instructor
at Scuba Diving International in
Jeddah. “Plastic strewn across
the sea floor, textiles and fishing
nets tangled between the coral
are just some of the rubbish I see.
The ideal solution is to punish
offenders. Regulations need to be
reinforced and rangers deployed
to save our reefs.”

Help may be on its way. In
January, the Saudi Shoura Council
approved a draft proposal for
environmental rangers to help
preserve different environments
from the effects of pollution. They
would enforce standards, and
impose penalties for violations.

In September 2018, a framework
agreement between the Prince
Albert II of Monaco Foundation
and the Public Investment Fund’s
Red Sea Collection was signed in
relation to sustainable develop-
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Regulations need

to be enforced and
environmental
rangers employed

to preserve our reefs.

ment and marine conservation.
The agreement paves the way for
an exchange of expertise to help
safeguard marine biodiversity,
protect coral reefs and combat
plastic pollution.

These protections will be
essential as Saudi Arabia moves
forward with sustainable devel-
opment plans for the West Coast,
including the Neom smart city
project and the Farasan Islands
tourism initiative. Major environ-
mental studies have already been
done to ensure the area’s sensitive
ecology will be protected.

But there are many threats to
these unique habitats, especially
from plastics. Dr. Susana Carvalho,
a research scientist at the Red
Sea Research Center at King
Abdullah University of Science
and Technology (KAUST),
said: “Plastics can directly affect
marine megafauna, such as turtles
and dolphins, which are frequently

RAS AL QISBAH
The foundation conducted coral reef
research missions at Ras Qisbah, an
inlet in the northern corner of the Red
Sea near the Straits of Tiran. The goals
were to map and characterize coral
reefs east of Ras Qisbah, focusing

on marine habitats around the islands
of Al-Farshah, Umm Qusur and Buran.

FARASAN BANK

Coral research was also being
conducted along the Farasan Bank, a
series of islands along the Red Sea
coast of Saudi Arabia covering an area
of about 550 km north to south and
50 km east to west, with an estimated
6 million acres of submerged coral
reefs and small islands.

CORAL REEF TYPES

One of the four main types of coral
reefs, also known as “fringing
reef,” mainly growing directly near
the shoreline and at times growing
hundreds of yards seaward.

399,
®

entangled and also ingest them,

Shark species
which can lead to death.”

Plasticin the water can also affect
humans. “Contaminants ingested
by commercial fish species can
accumulate in our bodies when we
consume them,” she added.

ENVIRONMENT

Saving the coral kKingdom

Saudi Arabia is stepping up efforts to protect one of its natural wonders — the dazzling marine habitats of the Red Sea

FARASAN ISLANDS

The foundation lead a collaborative
research project that provided daily
observations with a multinational team

in the south-central Red Sea region ;
near the Farasan Islands Marine

Protected Area.

FORE REEF SLOPE WITH CORAL
The highest diversity of corals is
found here on the ocean/sea side
at a depth of 15 to 20m, continuing
down into a sand plain.

1,200

Carvalho believes greater
public awareness is needed on the
effects of plastic, along with more
mangrove and coral reef “clean up”
initiatives, and moves to ban plastic
bags and straws. “We are working
with schools from Thuwal, in a

AL WAJH AND YANBU
Collaborating with other groups, the
foundation mapped and assessed the

N resilience of the shallowsmarine
X habitats of the Yanbu Barrler Reef and
// Al-Wajh Bank area, north of Jeddah.

o Ocean floor habitats were mapped
using multi-spectral satellite imagery

o and scuba surveys of fish, coral and

marine life.

Species of fish, 10 percent of which are
“unique” to the Red Sea

5,000-7,000

Age of fringing reefs of the Red Sea

SAUDI’S RED SEA CORAL HABITATS

The Khaled bin Sultan Living Oceans Foundation, founded by Saudi Prince

Khaled bin Sultan in 2000, conducted the world’s largest coral reef

REEF WALLS AND DROP-OFFS
A vertical reef edge that drops off
suddenly from the shallow. Most
reef walls are teeming with coral

and marine life.

project related to plastics in the
environment,” she said. “Students
have been quantifying plastics on
beaches and also looking at the
stomachs of fish from the market.”

The Khaled bin Sultan Living
Oceans Foundation is another

survey, including these areas of the Red Sea.

COLUMNAR FRAMEWORKS
One of the main forms of reef-

building species that inhabit
tropical waters, they help form
hard coral skeletons that
contribute to coral growth.

1,850km

of reefs stretch parallel
to the Saudi coastline

2,500

meters, maximum measured
depth of the Red Sea

Saudi organization that has been
working to protect and restore
the world’s oceans through
research, action and education. It
was founded in 2000 by Prince
Khaled bin Sultan, an avid diver
driven by a passion to preserve

the oceans for future genera-
tions. “During the past decade,
we have supported projects to
study, survey and map coral
reefs globally, and to educate the
public about the need for protec-
tion and conservation of coral,
knowing that healthy reefs are a
crucial measure of the vitality of
the Earth itself,” Prince Khaled
said in 2012.

“We at the foundation are
committed to help sustain
habitats,” Princess Hala bint
Khaled, a director of the founda-
tion, said. “We launched the
Global Reef Expedition in 2011,
the world’s largest reef survey
and high-res mapping expedition,
with more than 1,000 dive sites
across 15 countries.

“The areas covered in Saudi
were Farasan Islands and Farasan
Bank, Yanbu and Al-Wajh, and Ras
Qasabah. We aim to share the infor-
mation freely, to plan strategies to
protect these habitats.”

The foundation has already
released satellite imagery covering
thousands of individual reefs to
help other countries with their
own conservation efforts.

According to a KAUST report
in 2014, the Kingdom’s reefs are
fortunate due to the relatively low
population level along the Red

oo

In various regions,
many reefs showed
signs of damage
and had little live
coral cover.

Sea coast, minimizing the human
impact on marine ecology.

A 2015 publication on coral reefs
suggested “coral cover throughout
the (Red Sea) region averaged
about 20 percent with higher
cover (often more than 50 percent)
in shallow water and rapid
decline with increasing depth.
In various regions, many reefs
(15 to 36 percent) showed signs
of damage and had less than
5 percent live coral cover.”

Alexandra Dempsey, the founda-
tion’s director of science manage-
ment, suggested more could be
done to slow the damage.

“As a logical first step, it is
imperative for Saudi Arabia to
develop a management protocol
to assess threats to the coast-
line and reef habitats” she told
Arab News.

A restoration program could
also be implemented in areas of
low coral cover, with monitoring
of water quality and prevention
of near-shore commercial fishing,
pollution and coral diseases.

“From our experience, the
recovery process is always slow,”
Prof. Sam Purkis, the foundation’s
chief scientist, said. “However,
with a commitment from commu-
nities and the government,
improving the reefis possible.”



‘the : anmversary of the 1979 att
"Grand Mosque, Arab News te
an unthinkable event that S

| m.m

_ @rld and cast a shado W O




ol

AT 4
el R N T o N T R s L
= == b

e b — T - — — I e, e, e v ——g — o o

T ..r-:r e = i '.--.r#,"‘“" lr 1 I p"& Wi

- ———

i

i

!

il

LR R L]

I

Ii!l

s i
iy

| ifmnm

JLERLETTH

:.. pils o I’[i"}
1310

J@ L@ @



INSIDE MAKKAH'S GRAND MOSQUE

RUKN AL-YAMANI o ZS KAABA

The southwestern . Islam’s holiest site, built
corner of the Kaaba - by Abraham and his son
that Muslims believe Ishmael, faced by

Muslims in daily prayers
and circled seven times
during pilgrimage.

will absolve sins when
touched.

THE BLACK STONE «—9 ' 2 b
A relic dating back to < N
the time of Adam and @» N
Eve, viewed through a ‘

portal in the Kaaba's
eastern cornerstone.




INSIDE MAKKAH’S GRAND MOSQUE

RUKN AL-YAMANI Y

The southwestern
corner of the Kaaba
that Muslims believe
will absolve sins when
touched.

THE BLACK STONE <N
A relic dating back to
the time of Adam and
Eve, viewed through a
portal in the Kaaba's
eastern cornerstone.

ZAMZAM WELL
Containing the holy water
that is believed to have
sprung up for Ishmael and
his mother Hagar.

KAABA
Islam’s holiest site, built
by Abraham and his son
Ishmael, faced by

Muslims in daily prayers
and circled seven times
during pilgrimage.

ABRAHAM'S STATION
An imprint of Abraham's
feet on a stone as he

and Ishmael were
building the Kaaba.

Marwa

SAFA - MARWA
PATHWAY

Contains the path
between the two hills
that Hagar travelled
seven times in search
of water.



HOW JUHAYMAN'S GROUP \ S
TOOK OVER THE GRAND MOSQUE .
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: x Bullet from a sniper nearly hits Prince N

.\ Turki Al-Faisal when he arrives at the L

: Shoubra Hotel. N A

Shoubra Hotel \ ‘
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Marwah seven times.

Barriers will be
placed around the
Kaaba to prevent
touching Kaaba and
kissing of the Black

As-Salaam gate

Due to the coronavirus pandemic, all measures are
in place to ensure the health and safety of pilgrims = = = — 4 2 Pilgrims perforr

Tawafand

circumambulate
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ate | JLh S seven times.
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6. GRAND MOSQUE Zamzam water

Pilgrims in 2019 OF MAKKAH coolers will be A cleaning crew will
= Pilgrims perform Tawaf ;ﬁ”ﬂﬁfgj@g saniﬁize the ﬂuc}rslaﬁEr
- L each group completes
STl e | s

n L 1
Performing the Hajj Tl Wl i —
to quarantine before
and after the Hajj, and
they will be tested for

the coronavirus,

They will be divided
into groups to perform
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A A A A B MOSQUE o<1

=~ { When pilgrims reach Makkah, they

: e head to the Holy Mosque and I8 Thermal rituals.
e e | mm‘? Kaaba seven times (Tawaf), 3 AL/ screenin Masks are to be worn
- - o starting from the Black Stone. ooz e checkpoints will at all times.
N P I 'I - 6 ~ {  Theywalk counter-clockwise so e S R bEt’rSEt up atall
e throwing site will be i 2 T vl e entrances.
regulated so that the number of < _ : Dt that the Kaaba stays on their I'E"ﬁ:'r---.t e AT
pilgrims throwing stones at the _ . ; ; sl =

same time does not exceed 50.

il g 1.5
; " \ < ik >
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Due to safety
______ measures, pilgrims must
maintain a

1.5 meter distance.
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AL-JAMARAT

@ ~ TITH OF DUL HIJJAH
~ Pilgrims throw seven pebbles at

thils_ewn unggap(lﬂ?&gtgmm) & 10-12 OF DUL HIJJAH AR - ST e X
' Before the sun rises, pilgrims head back & Y m———— e A = e
12TH OF DUL HIJJAH to Mina to perform a ritual meant T U L LY e - = =2

Pilgrims throw seven pebbles at the third pillar, to symbolize stoning the devil.

-Jamarah Al-Sughra (last Pmaf). thenhead  Ppilgrimswillthrowseven .. = g { & E;{anE'; ::;i:t:lddm‘l e
back to Makkah to end their p@‘“’“ﬂg@- pebbles at each pillar. .g!‘-?':"j 4G _'! ) transferred to Mina hy bi . . and :
: S ‘ 2 maintain a safe distance between #g:
o one another. Pilgrims headto
- = nearby Mina on Day of Tarwiyyah,
S where they will stay in their
| accommodation. Pilgrims chant

the Talbiyah in faith and unity.

An. L
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DALIFAH

T}

..I - :f 4 T
Pilgrims can return to MUZ

ﬁ&‘&%ﬁggﬁ;ﬁéﬁ;ﬁer After sundown, pilgrims No more than 10 pilgrims
the devil ritual and celebrate head to Muzdalifah, | are to be seatedina
Eid Al-Adha. between Mina and » i 50 square meter tent,
Arafat. There, they offer | N ensuring a 15 meter distance
(Maghrib and Isha), .. '
collect pebbles and i
spend the night 4 : =
sleeping on the -1 2% &
ground ﬁgﬁr e .~ Pilgrims should be
P ' i g aged be'b{"een 20 The number of passengers
and 65, with no inside the bus during the
previnug expgﬁence duration of the trip should not
' . exceed 50 percent of the
pEl‘Fﬂl‘l’ﬂll“lg the ritual. total capacity of the bus, and

___________

they should maintain physical
distancing by leaving at least
an empty seat between each
passenger.

9TH OF DUL HiIJJAH
On the second day of Hajj,
pilgrims travel to nearby Arafat
at dawn, where th wil!fray
Dhuhr (noon prayer) and Asr
(afternoon prayer).

Health protocols mean
that pilgrims must commit to
re scilding in designated places _ :
and not deviate from the path W
indicated by their guide, Bags S : : C= o e —Erﬂidétn-rﬁdm 3
of sanitized pebbles will be W | O e R
provided. - N : A\ e S ot

abal Rahmah monument

|

i

Pilgrims will
offer

. - supplication and
Pilgrims must quarantinefor 9 E prayers and seek
seven days before Hajj and 4 stendhi on Jebal
14 days after finishing their S | Al-Rahma (Mount
pilgrimage. .. 3 of Mercy).

of pilgrims are expatriates is the number of pilgrims
residing in the Kingdom, expected for 2020. o
30% locals. -
WHATITIS WHAT IT DOES: MAIN FEATURES
The Arab News Hajjappis a free Pilgrim Tracker Hajj information Latest news _ Media gallery
smartphone application =l Ifyou get lost inthe T = Allyou need to know Pilgrimsno longer |*"=«% = T8 Inthis section, we
designed to help pilgrims visiting eeta <4 | crowdof Hajj pilgrims, [ € e Tacken about Hajj rituals. Key [¢ "™ need to worry HassauiDE <4 [ supply you with
Saudi Arabia perform the holy there isno need to information, such as about grabbing photos and videos
rituals. tt offers informationand panic. This feature O daily prayer times newspapers or from around
contact detalls needed during their allows you to track and weather checking online Makkah, Madinah
spiritual journey. This year's version and check on friends - updates, canalso be | Puinetal Preparations | newsoutletswhile | i SRS AN and the holy sites
of the app, endorsed once more by and family while - found under this B i | performing Hajj All | [l | <o \ou do not miss
the Muslim World League, comes performing Hajj. Each | wends'and syt e feature. It also has the latest stories o a thing.
with a new design that provides an user has a unigue iy important contact History of Hi »| anddevelopments | -
improved user experience. code that canbe details of all from Our team Of | thanke pitgrions for !!E Download free
Featuresinciude live news updates shared with their embassies and other | ™" "| journalists e e £ from the App Store
and the signature ‘Pilgrim Tracker, loved ones to let useful numbers, sUCh | o .| covering Hajj will AT for iOS or Google
which enables them to connect them know where as hotelsand be listed in detail Syl Plav for Android
with their | oved ones back home. they are. a . = . restaurants. under this feature, | i rThrA- g ¥ ay 10T AnGrol
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News Saudi Arabia

FREVENTION

How Saudis
can stop social
distancing
from getting
them down

Saudi government has taken several measures to

check the spread of the coronavirus disease
(COVID-19) to ensure public safety

IS BETTER THAN CURE

Hals Tashkasdl 51l

As Sandi Arabia entered

its seventh week of the
coronayirus outhrealk,
people throughout the
Kingdom were facing up

to the prospect of working
and studying from home

for the foreseeable future.
With gatherings sach as conder-
ences and weddings bannesl all
gavernment emplovess waorking
remoledy, and maslatory sick
feave now alficklly svallabde For
those suscepltible w0 the vins,
the government has heen urging
cilizens o stay af home amd anly

Sauci Ministry  of  Health
spolesman Dr. Mobamumed A-Ald
Al-Aly  relteratec the meed oo
people o Emil their movemenis

this coundry, to protect us from the
purtbresik of this virus,” he said,
However, with phrases such
as  social  distancing, el
quarantine, and solagion being
bambed about, muany people
have become confissl as o
what exactly the berms mean in
relation to avoicling infection.
Acooidineg o the  Johns
Hopkdres  University Schoal  of
Medicine, in the US, the expression
soial cdistancing means o delils-
erately Increase the physical space
Belween peogbe 10 avold spreadioge
IFlrsess, 1n other words sdaving st
least 6 feet (LY meters) away [fmom

mfected.

lsplation

can take

place al home

iself-lsolation), In

a hospilal, or al a care

facility,. However, some

people are struppling  with

the ides of Kewsping a distance from

olthers, especially comsidering how

much importance  Saodi cwdrare

atlaches to soctal meracticn.
Rhubwsd Al-Shareef, a Riyadh

sCchoodteacher and mather, sald;

"Ll Saiudis are i very social peogpde,

0 18 o surpeise that people are

firdinee 0 dRMeewdt o stay al Boame.

Fog sommse [ would even @20 50 far as

by say thal they would rather pul

(ehers are tinding It
diMeult adapinge anxd disciplingrg
themmselves 1o working froam home

sadiman Al-Qlalviand, an archalect,
sald that whibe betng out of the office
enviroamenl e was strugpeiing ood
o slip nto “vacation mode™ when
s oo ug i K mnormaing.

]

ard a sed tme o lesum a new skl
each diay Bn an elort 1© Kesqs things
intereshng.

"In the morning, [ take care
of business while they sttend
thedr virtual chasses aml do their
e work. In the afternoal, we
rotate chores and each Bov gels one

venture ouf when absolutely and avoid gartherings and activithes themesives at risk of comracting “What I've found works for me sk todo, elping teclean, péeking
FCCESSTY, al any kinl. All the !ill"l!iallﬂ the virus than Lice the prospect of s 1o el up when my alanm poes ap their toys, thingss [Eee thad. They
Were all partpers, ciliens and  precantions are in the nod sesinE anvone.” off, shwower sl dress for workk &8 then 2ot to do an activity of their
restckents of this coumtry Al jierests of this country, However, she stressed the  IF 1 was actually still going to the  chotoe, playmg video games or
Che sitepe and preci- (o protect us from the importance of everyone [ollowing  oflice. 1 have sel dp o emporary S
tiows are In the ook of this vi governamend directives. “Iworry for  workspace In our dining  room, ..
iterests of my children and my parenis more  since we're nol using it for Fuesis
“f*w-“'“f“""! than anvihing. One ivesponsibde right pow,” he added, You are protecting
ol o persogt can bring destruction 1o Marwa Quasim, o mom of theee  youprsedf, vour loved
hundveds of others. Flease conssder boys, sald she had drawn up o anes, and other people
L‘)ll';:l:mwlu 1: ali u:m? S u{hl:r[;:ﬂ:]:ie Befine you ujwdul;:llm _L'.'.i‘h':‘ stk Ilj l?l'lﬂﬂﬂlllﬂlﬂ]]rlsl‘.l.iﬂ*
Selfquarantine = lor individe  goout vt A chore, @ . »
uals who have been exposed to fum actavity, social Mdnﬁ'
the coramavirus, perbaps tlarough Maren Qas s fooels
travel or work, and are at risk
af contractirge Uw CONTD-EB aing arts and crafis
disease. In Most Cases o qUuaATATY “We spend the evenings trving to
tine persod of 14 Eavs shoukd pack ug new shills Omne i beartaing: o
be enough thme o determine coak with me, amother & trying fo
i a person will becoane ill ged Berler At swimning, ared theee
B and therelore contagious o 15 also learnlng & ew languse”
a0 cihers, shwe added.
__ o~ e SLEVINE At home, ot “Youi are proteciing yourse|f,
o - il having  visitors,  and yaur loved ones, amd other
<5 T > Keeping 1S meters away peaple v choosing to practice
P —— from ather peaple in your social distancing. And if you
_a howsehold are all part of e Uy o takie I a5 an opportunicy
sef-rpuarandine. a7 o re-forge your family bonds
Those conlirmed 1o bave b - = and spemsd gquality time with
COWTE- 13 nesed 10 b i Esodation, _ il o — them, you will sgart be see 5t As
wihich mearns Keeping nfected = - — more «f a blessing than a curse,"
Incdividuals away from those nol - i assim sakl,
TECHNOLOGY

SFDA uses artificial intelligence to facilitate medical attention

Deemna Al-Khudad Jeocal

The ideal way 1o receive medical
aivice durmg the current health
crisis is through digital means,
2 recommendation  emphasized
by  Saudi authonies while a
malfonwide kckdown is in force
dne to the coronavirs owtheeak.

The Sswli Food and Drug
Authority (SFDAY has  launched
elecimnic services that conlrifiabe
o promoting health awareness
aml Interactive communication,
while also tightening contral and
[aciliating the performance of
brusinesses,

The services mclude a WhatsApp
Chatbol called Sarabh and an app
calledl Tammmd, in cooperation

with  the  Natiomal  Digital
Transformation Unit, which wse
Al, business intelligence, amd an
ehecironic Inspection system,

Sarah works around the clock
and communbcates directly with
users  through WhatsApp  amd
Tedegram, 1t allows users to inguire
about drags, send a complaint, amned
comributes 10 Incressing  health
pwareness as well

The mobile app Tammni ams
b provide accurate and  easy
mbormation about all the procucts
s pervisedd by the authotity. I allows
msers (o search for dmaes. theirprices,
arl their altermsatives, theough the
mamee of the product o the baroode.

Last November, the SFDAs
director of systems development,

FASTFACTS

& The services include &
WhatsApp chatbot called Sarah
and an app callsad Tammni.
Sarah warks arcund the clock
and communioates directly with
usiers throwgh WhatsApp and

Tedegram.

® The mabile apgp Tarmenni
aims to provide accurate and
adasy information about all the
products supervised by the
SFDA,

Abclullalh  Al-Dokhaal, said  the
authority chose the name Sarah
becanse it was the most common
female name In the Kingcom. 1t i=
also his mother's name,

“Ldan’t think there 15 a house ok
in the Kingdom without the name
sarah,” he salel, “It 18 dedinitely
someane’s daughter, mather or
sisler. I is a very common hame,
I s present o every regon in
the Ringdom, Bl is even popular
glohally, The name Sarah ks doerived
from the Armbic wornd swroor,
which means joy amd that is what
we want bo bring o everyone”

He explained that the same kiea
lay behind tammni, which means
FesissLLre T,

“We want to reassure peaple

about our food, dmgs, cosmelics,
amed medical devices,” he ackded

A  common  gueston the
authortty received was why the
two serveoes werne il molled into

YWewant (o reassure

people about our food,
dirugs, cosmetics, and

medical devices.
AbduBah AJ-Dokhall

SFOA ' dhechor oF sesionmd oswsiopimey it

ane AP
Al-Diokhail said the SFIA wamnted
the services 10 rescl evervone
insule the Ringdom and outssde
*That ks why we diversified the
platforms. We chose WhatsApp

because there is a slatistic thatl said
25 milbon people in the Kingdom
use WhatsApp. Tammni is a mobile
applscation and apps are populay
among the youth”

The elecironic L pection
system cominthutes to redocing
viokalions and maintaining e
salety of citizens and ressients
in the Kingdom through direct
follow-ups  from the Inspection
aperalions o, wpsclating
factlities’ data, archiving thelr Rles
directly, and electronic scheduling
of periodic inspections.

As of Sunday Sawdi Arabia had
conflimed 2068 new  coronayvins
cases amdd five deaths, bringing the
lotals o 25488 infections, 3 deaths
and 88 recoveTies.



The Bil and Mefinda Gutes
Foundation has pledged to
demate $300 million to fight the
coronnvirus, inciuding funding For

frantine responders. provention
effortn and treatment.

When history repeats itse

-3
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SPREAD OF CORONAVIRUS

As of April 23

Deaths
AE000

10,000
1O

WORLD TOLL

Cases
183424 FIZTIF
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The clock is ticking for humanity to get its priorities right as it pays a high price for not being prepared for COVID-I9

Jummana Khambs [1oba)

“Fool me once, shame on
vour. Fool me twice, shame
O e

Thal expression, commonly wsed
when & person [adls for the same
deceit twice, sums up the thoughis
of lesding epldendologists a5 thay
watch the coronavirus  disase
OOVTE 190 canse glohal lavoc,

Sance late last vear, the world has
been largely defensebess against a
contagion whose death toll has
surpassed 175000 and s st
rising, with more than 25 million
confirmed cases as of Thursday.

in a few brief months, the
coronavirus pandemic has thrown
the future of public-health
programs, employment and the
world economy into guestion.

Many bedieve that the failure of
rovernments and global bBodies
to cantain not the Arst or second
but the GMh stmdn of COVID-19
1= unforgivahle,

In recenl decades, e world
has cdealt with at beast a doxen
outbreaks, with SARS (2005,
HINI “swine u™ Q2005 Ebola
(2004 and MERS (32012} the most
obvious examples.

MERS, or Middle East Respira-
tory Syndrome, i a COVID-19-Like
tiness caused by the MERS-CoV

virus, with direct contact with
camels wdentificd as a sk factor
for human inlection,

All cases af MERS have been
linkedd — either by travel or
residence — o countries in and
near Lthe Arabian Peninsula.

Now, much of the Middle East
1= under lockdown owing to
the threat posed by a differenmt
CORaNavIrs,

S0 Lar, there = no inddcation that
certain groups of people in the
Miclclle Exst are more prone Lo the
COVID-19 virus than aothers

Dr. Suwlar Elyapermalm, an
Abun Dhabd-based mscroblodogist,
said the new coronavirus poses
a threat to all communities anel
knows o borders.

However, he sald that 1 15 too
carly to |y "whether peopde who
have already Deen exposed o
ather strains of coromaviras may
e Jess syvmptomsatic than others™

Llocal medical experis  ane
alen conscious of the debate
surrouncing  the passibility of
a cured ooronavires patiend
becoming infected a second thms,

The bhuman bodv's antibody
response seven to 1O dave alter
the onset of an infection *means
it is unlikely that patients wiso

recover from COVID-I% can
becotme re-infected 30 so0n
after contracting the virus,” saixd

&
Ifanything
is going to
Lill more
theam 10O
million
people
inthe

nead few
decades,
s mosd
likely to
e o highly
infections
virus.,

Ebavaperumalm, who Is also
chalrman aof Infection control at
thwe UAE™S Burfeel Hospital

That said, there 1s still no clanty
tn whal kind of immunily a pecow-
ered patient bas from re-infection
— temporary or long ferm

Elayapernmalm atiribuates the
steady increase in the number of
contirmed cases in the Gulf reglon
it the scale amnd reach of mass
testing programs,

The UAE has carried out more
Lsan GHOM0 tests in o popadla-
Hon of U6 million people, while
as of April 19, Sauwcdi Arabia had
completed 150,000 tests.

“Mass testing helps to detect
cases that are asymptomatic or had
contact with positive COVID-IB
patients,” Elayapsmumalm said,

Mass testing s useful
iclentilNving infected g
before they can spreacd the vims
and in providiog them with the
NCCESSATY CATE.

Elayvaperumalm helieves
ramped-up testing s particulariy
hefplol in detecting  infections
among health workers.

i

The hope i thal precao-
Clomary  measwres sgch  as
social distancing, eflective

Bandwashing, amd the use of face
masks and protective gloves will
help “llatten the curve™ of inflec-
tions over time.

FAST
FACT

Corcnaviruses
wre n large
Family of
virusas that
CIn CRuUSe
disoases

ranging from

the camemoan
cold to SARS,

MERS and
coviD-18.

“Masks may help. But expsris
kewp returning tesocial distancing
xS e single best tool (o stop the
chain of transmission,” he said,

Lockdowns, cancelalion of
events, working from home and
whool closures also will slow the
spread of the virs

The World Health Organization
IWHO has emphasized that seclal
distancing restrictsons are only
part of the response and are nod
rost free.

*Shutdowns® amd
“lockdowns™ can slow COVID-I9
lransmission by limiting conlacl
betwesn peopde, but can have
a profound pegative impact on
individuals, communities and
socheties by bringing social and
econeamidc HEe tea near stap, a WHO
spakespersan todd Arab News.

“such messures disproportion-
ately affect disadvantaged groups,
inclisding peogple In poverty,
migrants, intermally  displaced
people  and  pefugees,  who
most aften live in overcrowdded
aml  wncder-resowrced  sellings
apit  depend om dally  labor
for subsistence.”

The WHO believes that pablic-
health measures can be baknoed
with “adaptive strategies that are
implemented with the full engage-
ment of all members of sociely”

Such an approach aims o

“tncourape community restllensce
and soclal connectan, protect
incomes and secure the food
supgdy,” the spokesperson saicl.

While the hght against the
COTOnavVims continues, the scale
of the contagron has Eeft many
wondering If any  action  plan
was in place, and whether a
coptingency strategy oxists for
future contamons.

There E no denving that
humanity had been wamed — in
the form of science-Belion novels,
Hollywood films and lectures by
leading thinkers.

in & TED Talk in 2005 that
wenl viral afler the coraonavirus
outbreak in China, Microsof
co-founder and leading philan-
throplst Bill Gates  cautloned
that the world was “mt reacy for
Che teX! epddemic”

Misplaced guvernment
funding and lack of Investment
has resulted In uncder-strength
beallh care syslems and virus-
fighting capabiilities, he saul

"Il anvthing kills more than
10 million people In the next
few decades. it's most likely
o be a highly infectious virus
ralther than a war — nol missiles
bt microbes” ke old the TED
Talk andience.

The clock s clearly Licking for
mankind to get its priorities right.
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iCs race day

Inside All you need to know
about the inaugural $20m

Saudi Cup in Riyadh, the
world’s richest horse race




ARAB NEWS Saturday, Felruary 29, 2020

-!‘?* Saudi Cup specia],«» ;ﬁ ?ﬁk ,t? '@k ‘

P
HORSE RACING El THESAUDICUP 2020

The richest ==
horse race
in the world

As Saudi Arabia embarks on a new sporting era,

ARABNEWS Saturday, Feliuary 29, 2020

Saudi Cup special
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a stellar line-up chases a record $29.2 million oo | GUSTO. WAND _ CAPEZZANO|  DREAM — MJJACK] — GREATSCOT
1 17O WS — d TR 2 1 7 = % R
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dockey; Irad Ortiz dackey: Ryan Moo Thorpughisreds dockey: Richard Mullen Jdockey: Abdullah Aloufi dockey: Alxis Morons
dockey: Lanfranca Dattari ’
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Ali Khaded Riyadh Entrance will hiave plenty of time
to acguaint themselves with the
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at noon on Saturday, Feb, 249,
20020, it will nsher in a new era
for sports and entertainment in
Sandi Arabia,

The Saudi Cup, the world’s
micst valuable horse mce is
finally here — and not for the
first time in recent vears thie eves
of the sporting world will turn to
thi: Kingdom,

The numbers tell their own
story: Eight races, a total purse
of £20.2 million.

Prize money for the main
event and final race of the day,
the Sawdi Cup, will be a record-
breaking $20 million, with the
winner taking home S10 million
and the rest of the field sharing
56.5 million,

The line-up features a
formidable American presence,
including the highly rated
Maximum Security and the
Bob Baffert-trained duo of
MeRinzie and Mucho Gusto,
bt there will be significant
regional interest as well,

Frince Khalid bin Abdullah,
osvmer of the Juddmonte Farms
breeding operation, will watch
his owvn horse, Tacitus, take on
the strong field in the Saudi Cugp,

“This iz like the icing on the
cake to be abile to be here and
participaie in this race,” said
trainer Bill Mott of Tacitus.

“It's exciting. The greal
connections I've heen fortunate
enongi o be able to be involved
with al Juddmonte wanted 1o
participate in (the Stadi Cup) and
they're excited as well”

The Sandi Cop will also feature
Godolphins six-year-old Benbatl,
trained by Saeed bin Suroor, who
will alsa have pupil Final Song
runming earlier in the Samba
Sandi Derbw, A win for Benbatl,
gon of the famons Dubawi, will
raise his carcer camings (o more
than $15.7 million,

“If wonkd mean a lot for us to
win,” bim Suroor said, =Tt is the
first-ever Saudi Cup and the first
big intermational race in Sawdi
Arabia. It isa very important
race and it will be important for
us to see him mn well and win,
He has been a very good Group
1 horse for ws and very versatile,
I'm vieery happy weith hilm and 1
think he will have a good min”

[ the run-up to the headline
event, seven other races, with
combined prize money of
20,2 million, will take place in
front of the magnificent &,000-
seil main grandstand.

VIPs and members of the
public arriving at the Golden

BENBATL

Godoiphin's Banbatl,
son of Dubawt and trained
by Sased bin Surcar, will Be
among the favoritas aftes
winning 10 of s 20 rages

i ‘ f
MAXIMUM
SECURITY

Thea four-year-oid thoroughbired
traned by Jason Sarvig conguerad
all iri 2019 with wing at the
Flanda Dertny, Haskal iInvitations
and Bold Ruler handicap and
the Cigar Mile.

MCKINZIE

Tha five-yaar-old tralned
by Bob Baffart had o stelias
2018 winning two racas out of
aavan. and finigh M Mnrer-Lg
an five occasions

picoic area, a tech cone and a
children’s play area,

The first mee of the day, the
2 100m Mohamed Yousuf Naghi
Motors Cup, will be run on turf
at 4 pam, local time, 1t will be
followed by the stc 1351 Cap
(L351m), also an turf, at 435 pom.

Meanwhile, Freddy Headl, who
has rideden and trained major
winners all over the waorld, is
hoping to add the inangural
rmnning of the $2.5 million
Longines Turf Handicap
(500 pom) to his list of trivmphs
when he rides six-year-old
Call The Wind.

*Hir is a wery consistent horse,”
said the irainer. “Lasi year was a
it frustrating, though. He was
unlucky a couple of tmes and
hued to carry a lot of weight,

In France, when you wina
Group 1 race, vou have 1o
carry a lot of welght.”

Head said: “1 think itisa
worldhwide thing to have these
big races. It changes the way we
train and plan the racing career
of a horse, I remember coming
here many years ago to ride, It's
mice (o come back with a horse
and runin a big race. Hopefully,
e runs well here and then he
will go back to Dubai”

Al 545 pom, the Obaiva Arabian
Classic, [or purebred Arabian
horses, will run over 2,000m
on the dirt track before a
+5-minute break,

Visitors will have the chance
to observe the Maghreb prayers
il 5,56 puan. before returming in
time for the fifth race of the day,
the Jockey Club Local Handicap
af G630 pam.

This will be Tallowed at
70 pom. by the 1,600m Samba
Saudi Derby, before the Isha
praverat 726 poan.

No doubi the excitement will
hiasee budlt fo fever pitch by the
time of the penultimate race, the
Sandia Sprint.

Gladiator King, Sheikh
Rashid bin Humaid Al-Nuaimi's
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inscribagd the victors” names. Tha

tropey was

b ernated by Gomand's oraftsmanship

| ] Handgrafted in atoding siver, tho

Dubai-based runner, will put L
hiis unbeaten 2020 record on
the line in the 1,200m event

the same distance af which
b won both his starts this
vear in Mesvdans Dubaswd and
Al-Shindagha Sprint.

The showpiece event of the
idlay, the Saudi Cup, will be
i an dirt ever one lap of
the 1,800m King Abdul Aziz
Raceirack.

The one-meter-high Saodi
Cup trophy and a cheque for
S10 million avwaits the winner,
Along with a place in history.
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Beirut blast aftermath recalls
[.ebanon’s civil war: MSF head

HUMANITARIAN FALLOUT

Lebanon’s diaspora steps up to provide assistance following massive explosion

AFP Pyt

With some 300,000 people
left homeless by the massive
explosion In Belrut, and
fears of feod and medicine
shortages, MSF on Thursday
likened the humanitarian
fallout to that of Lebanon's

civil war.

Doctors Without Borders (MSF)
President Megn Terzian said that
after Uwe Initiad rash to treal thwe
mered, the mext prioricy waouled be
by prowide food and shelter for the
destituse.

"Anather praovity will be laking
care of people with chronic
Hlnesses, Lhose with cancer, HIV
or respirntory  diseases such as
asthma, miven the sk af an inler-
o bon of dirug suppdies,” he sadd

Terzan said warehouses storing
medlicines aml vaccines in the
port of Belrat were damaged in
Tuesday's monster blast.

The provisional death toll stood
at 57, but with dosens missing
and 5000 wonnmeded the number
ol victims was expecied] [o rise as
rescue warkers continued 1o comb
through the rubble.

Three hospitals in the Achraleh
nesgghbochood of centmal  Beirnual,
inclisding one with L1030 bexls,
were damaged im the blast,

“The dialysis center, which was
the bigpest in the country, was
completely  destrayed” Terzian

Hut bhospatals that were quackly
overmum on Twoesday,  with
overflowing emergency roams,
hacl a hardle on the sitwation by
Wetdnesday with many mpured trams-
ferred outsede Betrur, he adchsl

“Lebanese heaklth Care
workers, especially those with
experience of the «¢iwil  war,
were ahbhle 1o trnaze e

CHETEETCY Toods very  qubkckiy
and proritize those patients who
fad o = 1o the operating roonss”
he sakl

Terzan said Qatar, Kuwast and
Jardan were sending fickd hospi-
tals, and attempis were  being
made to guarantee supplies of
baske medlicines auch as antibi-
oties, painkillers and blood bags,
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$3 billion

Estimated cost of desmigms,
according to Beirut govemaor
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like thal caused by the country’s
197580 clvll war, leveling
uthhings several handred meters
AWy,

“We lived difficull and similar
cxperences during the Lebanese
war, Terzian said.

Bombings of petrod warelhouses
near the port had yielded “similar
scenes — Uwe cily wias oomgledely
devastated, people W

desperate, without knowing
wihere 1o go”
Lebanon’s diasporn, estimated

il nearly three times the size of
the country's pogalation of 5
million, has sepped up to provide
assislance.

Lebanese expats meEhed 1o wire
money (o loved ones wha bost
Uweir Bomes or were igured i
the blast, while others worked o

tragedy.

“I've beent onn the phone all
morming with ... our partiers in
order to put together an allianoe
for an emerpency fund in light of
the explosion,” sald Georpe Akiki,
co-founder aned CEO of LebNet,
a nonprofit Besed in Callfornka’s
Silcon Valley that heldps Lebanese
pralessionals in the Unitex] States

and Canada.

non-Lebanese, wanis io hedp”
Akika said has prouap, along with

other organizations such as SEAL

and Life Lebanon, have set up

of Irencds impacted by the
thisaster, are also helping individ-
imally or have starled online
fundraisers

“As a first step, my wite Hala
anl | will match al least SHOO40

in  Jdomstions amd kaler on
we will provide maore help
loward rebuaiklineg and  other

progects,” sakl Habib Haddad, o
teech entrepreneur and member
of LebNet based In Bostlon,
Massarhuseits

e sakdl many fellow conmpxs-

Iriols are doing  the suane,
channelng their grsel  and
anger  toward  helping therr

strichen bomseland, which before
the blast was already recling
[roen a deep economic s political
crisls that has left more than hald
the population living in poverty.
“Thevre &king Lebandse
emigrants around the world to try
aisd belp” said Maroun Desccachwe,

&%

The dialysis center,
which was the biguest
in the country, was
completely destroyed.

Maogo Terziam

M R T

owner of a Lebanese pestaurant im
Sao Panbo, Brazil, a coundry tha
has an estimated 7 millian people
of Lebanese descent.

*IT'm trying to help with
something bul heve the business
i5 not very good becasse of the
pancdemic. S0fl, we are much
beetter off than those over there”
Diaecache said.

Even belore the tragedy, Lebanon
heavily relied on its diaspora for
cash remidttances but these inflows
il slowed in the last vear Ziven
the coumntry's politscal crisis

Expats also usually wislt home
every  sumamer,  imgecting  much-
meedled casb o e ecomomy.
Bl the diaspors this year has
largety been absent becanse of the
COVID-19 pandemac amd many had
bevoiee incteasingly sheptical and
reluctamt to sened axl 1o a conmtry
whene corruption is widespread and
permeates all kevels of society.

AFP Fural

Three beadth warkers in a displaced
persons’ camp in northesstern Syria
have comtracted the noved coroma-
virus, the UN sid on Thursday, the
first reported mfections i the vast
bent city

The Ak-Hol camp = hosne (o lens of
thonsamds of people, clading the
relalives of Daesh lermorists

Bt &5 rum by the msotomaous Burdish
atdmindstration that bolds most of the
porthesst s has reported 5 cases of
COVITH19 i areas anckeT ks comimol.

“On Aug. 3 three bealth workors
repartexdly  bested  postive for
COVID-ED at the ARHol 1IN camp”
stid & spoleesman foe the TN Organi-
ationn [or the Coorlinstion of
Humanitanan Affurs (OCHAL

“The coalacl Rcing process =
CIEOENE. AS 3 PICCMINOIERY TIRCassy,
omly crmibwcal staff, with personal
protective equipement, are albowed 1o
operate inskde the camp” said Pavid

SYRIAN CONFLICT

First COVID-9 cases
reported in Al-Hol camp

We fear that the virns
could have spread to
camp residents visiting
health clindes.

Sn0akesman Tor OT544

Swinson A bealth official st ibe camp
saritl the thiree stadf indected work with
e Rurdhishs Hexd Crescenl in Al-Hol

“We fear that the virus conkd have
spread 10 camp  resicents  visaling
ealth clindes.” he saskd,

The alest miections raise o nine
e number of Kurdish Red Crescenl
staff in northessterm Syria who have

A Sypriam

workers diinfects
a bus In the
narthern city of
Aeppo. AP

coiriracted] the vimis. a vodunteer ar
the argmmaton suil

Niree years of war lave battersd
health care prowision across Svria,
but the siluwatsom i the martheas] =
particularty onvtical, as the Rurdish
mutharitiess have been leff o cope
with the coronsvines parsdembc
largedy umandesd

Beirt Emergency Fumsd 2020,
which will mse much-needed
maney axl channel it o sfe
and meputsbde  orfganizations o
Lehanomn.

Many Lebanese expats, wlw
almost all have Joved ones
TRAGEDY

Dozens feared drowned
afler migrant boat
sinks off Mauritania

AFP Nounkohaly

About 40 people are feared dead
alter a migramt vessel sank off
the coast of Mauritania, the UN
refugre agency sakd on Tharsday.

In 2 tweed. the sEency’s special
envoy for the central Medierra-
neart, Yincent Cochetel, saidd one
person from the West Afrtcan state
ol Guanea had survived.

The boat sank off the northemm
city of Nouadhibow, Maurta-
mias secomd larpest, accomding
0 Cocheded, withoul specilyimnge
when the incldent happened,

“WNew shipareck off the coast of
Moiiacihibea © Mauritayia of apgron-
mabely M persons on hoard, there is
o survivos ioem Guineal™ Cocletel
sakl an Twitter. Detalls about the
evenl reman unciear, howewer,
ane accounts are cantlicting.

A Mauntanan secunly offical
silel that the sinking did not take

place i Mauritansan wabers,

FASTFACT

The boat sank off the northemn
city af Noundhibou, Mauritania's

second largest, according to
Vinocent Cochetel, the UN refugee

agency's special anvay for the
cantral Mediterranean

The official inmterviewed the
Gulnean survivor fiom a hosplial
beed in Mauritania, however, who
sail that Iwe and his fdends had
attempted to travel from Morocoen
to Spain's Canary Islancds

ARer the boat's engines Exilex),
the passengers aboard the vessel
reportedly keapt inio the open sea.

*UNHCER & IOM [International
Organization for Migration) along
with anthorties and partners are
Irving o step up eflaris 1o previen
suich trapedlaes, bul trafhickers
heep  IWing 1o their chents”
LCocheted tweeted,
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