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This Saudi National Day, '

we look back at how
we used to be
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Rise and fall of the religious police

How the decision to limit the CPVPV's powers played a major role in bringing the hingdom back to its moderate self

Axrnl Deahirahinal (ool

The role of the Sandi
Commnmission for the

Promation of Virtoe
anel Prevention of

Vice (CPVEY) i

b=tier known as

\
the religlons police
— hias always heen :

Lo advise and gulde

spciety to become better
Muslims.

However, after the Kingdorm  ad-
sgied 4 Bsand boe relessisly &l
sacially durnmg the post-15179 Sah-
wil flslamue Awakeningd e, the
refiions podice strayed froem thedr
prigioal miend. Foeled by an ex-
tremme lealogy and with powers
rmecheeckenl, this ongamzed group
of phods mven turme] Prosm friemnd o
[ of society. In rescemnd years, Sanl-
a1 Arabia far iimplementesd § s
reecs af reforms nnder Yisiomn 2030,
Wikl aims 10 betler the lives ol
g5 pengde arml, accordinge 1o fis ar-

Chitedt Crongal Proece Matammes|
liin Salman, bwing socsety back b

mslerate slam.

Perhaps ome of the beast hypd
I mesl siemalcanl reforms was
thee dhecision o &trip the relkghous
podice al ds anchecked power.

This wae an anprecedenied, sk
yed nescessary move that the Saad

rovermmsel el avaiced o e
rahes,

The rale af the CPVEY, which
was cstaldished in 18440, has always
[eeept Lo serye &8 soaciely s agirifial
pusle, Back them, it — and society
ax a whole — happily s redigion
sl modernizatian oo st

Sheikh Ahmad bin Guisim Ald-
Ghamdi, a clerie and Former i
recior o ihe religious police

Makhah, recalls the harmaony that
pxisted before 19751 “In thosedays,

parerits bebaved inoa pose s el
sl way, [ don't recall hiaring any-

o e Bacred and calling [or
ther exclusion of odhers who prac-
e dhifTerenl reliessns, dectrmses
or culture,” e sakl. “In general,
Lhatry were an examgie of taderrance,
el A ani O HETTHA B,

Schoal cwrmsewla promodesd
HENCRS, CoREiRleEce  and Enel
pembend  thinking., The colbare
of fanaticism, exirendsm, hate,
ieath. exclhassnn of the other, amwd
[ear «f sCientie ammf Cvie devel:
pgument had not yed inhltrated the

ol Svatem, send Al-GRamcl.
*Char parenis and grancparents

amply expresssl thal Sauch spand
threagh true and sincere religkos
1y, uniaimied by poliecal views ar
ethical exaggeration” lw added.
“The culbure of Saadch socweby pnar
le 1873 was moderately meligiaous
amdl mio hife”

Al-Ghamdi sxid Saudi wornen
expiressedl  thear hest character

Ik thier. They' lewl simoay s
comfident persenalities, fres Trom

s ble resdrictions m thear
dress andd hiehaveor,

Fiurl Ehve spread of extresmasamn lesd
14+ 8 decline in thely statis aned ihe
dimpypearance of their mode 1n San-
i =ockety. Similarky. the crestive
aris, whach hadd been Boarishamge,
cii fTered TR fesirsctiods Mler ol

[ 1904, the melismoas police
elarlesdd 10O expard Aol evalve
whien it branches in Hijazd awld
Majd merged mbs oe Dy By
Herynl Deeres f4, which appoindesd
Stetkh Abcdulazee Al-Bheakh as iks
prestident, Four yvears later (aned
fedbevings the evenids of 1975, on
Segin, 5. 14080, Hayal Decrnes 37 wae
Issnecl o oestablish a working sys-
et For thve religioas bhody

[t imirodheeed Bar oeaw sanc-
bicania: The Tormation of the general
presidency of the religsous police;

{

Bnu woman &N ance again fras from unroasonabils restrichans says Bheih Ahmrasd Bin Qasim Al-Ghamadi nbone et

CHANGES SINCE
THE DEMISE OF

THE RELIGIOUS

POLICLE

® Valentins's Doy Pravtously
farbiddan by the religlows polics,
Saudis have boon colebrating

lave aifica 2017

® Cinema On A&pcl 18, 2018, the
35=yrar-ald ban an cinamas

was fted with a scresning of
“Black Panthar® in Fiyadh,

® Cancartys OnJan, 30, 2017,
Mohammed Abdo performed tho

first |larpe-scale concert inthe
Mingdam. Bince than, many &ralks

amd mtemational artists have
pracad Saidi atagan

® Women driveg On June Zd,
2018 wormven ware permatted to

driee.

B Women in sTodiums Woman

warm first alowesd to attengd @
football motoh b King Bbsdullxh

Sports ity in Jeddah on Jdan. 12,
2018

® Wirrruen in sgher pasitions Al
ol b Bawdi warmsan have been

climbing the bBadership lnddar,
Including Prencefs Resdmn nt

Bandar, who became the first

Tarmala S ambasaadan in
208, and Sarah Al-Suhadmi,

Ghairaorman of Tadassil's Board
af dirbctors.

® Wiireh trivaling withioul n

guardion's consant As of August
2018, Taudi wisruen aver the age
af 21 do mot require a guardian's

parmission 1o travel ar have 5
GETEET R

FeLiEE Chee Beasis amld sothornty of
its. presiclent; the appoiniment,
prrHno i aned discipline ol emm-
hers amd =all: amed i85 dudses 10

[owis arml vidlames, “This devedog-
et was considersd 8 gquantam

heap admmesicadrvely and legally
for thee religeons police” sad Al
I IFE T

EXITemmEsEs FOaEhn nog oniy 10
make society’s old ways ook hike

slnful. bt io promote this obscy-
ranbist image abiroasd in an attemype
o credle a vast civilisaisonal pap
hetwren Saudi Arabaa and the civi-

lEe] waidel. e gokilesdl.
In e, Juhimyman Al-Otadbi

anel his [olkvaers threalenegd the
sanciity and safety of the Grand
Moo in Makkah by sltackine 5l
guests with explosbees and guns.
[n dhe aflermath, Such Amsibia sw
the: rise al the Sabwa movement,
Abidulanix Al-Kheddr, anthor of the
Daovis® “Sauncll: A Histsry ol 8 Coamn-
try and Commuonity,” sasd msedia
discretion was the ondy way Lo
ol ze the damage.

"The case wis clsed capsdly
alier their senicnoes wWworme an-
ounced, and 11 waso'l even oan
apriion io pnd o the incikdent
anyvmure, Jubaymans pame was
prohibitedd (fromd  mendioning
im the papers” wrobe A-Khedr,
who captured the palpabbe
change thad iopk place 1In TV
proErams sl sopps borweeis
1501 amil IR, which was {edi
ey By Clebdrer

Films were prohildted,
s woas plaveqd lems,
anid female singpers weee g I
inmned] from TV bt nol
[rm radio, “There wis
d s 10 exiracurricalar
activities with a el
s arsentaban” Al-
Bhede wrote.

[(aring ithe 19H0s, §
Bl society shilted
markedly due to Ehe
rode plaved by o redimnsus weice.
Al-Cihamel saicl: “Somee influenced

i |;.1 .-
£5. "o ~

L =

FASTEFACT

The number of the royal

clacres, on Sapt, 5, 1980
that granted the aliglows

paolice mors powers,

sanlis penedd teTrorisd growps and
followes] orgamixzabioms that had
political modkves, such as the Mus
fm DBrodherhood, Al-Glaeda, and

Wter on Dsesh.” He sdeded thiat thee
CPYIPY was not aliemes] wath the

resliEne moquiremenis o mosler
sciely,

Al-Bieddr described the couse of
the fictemn bebwesn soclety pni
the redysious police inan op-el For
Makkah Newspaper on Seqd, 13,
Al "Whats problematye aboul
thitr work s how they relate { to
spaces that cover personal free-

choam i wiorship amd comdies,” s
W,

The CEWI'VR missiéon I8 meant
i b that of advice amd g damce

Dasedl om Kindiness, Tar foonk (k-
flcim with the pubdic or ohlbmiing

suce Ly Wikl purisprudemially oo -
froversizl apinsong, as well as un
correcles] abuse thatl whs
sonimes carriel il
by some of ds meem-

bers axid Al-Ghamdl,
Althongh  Hee

relkgdous  polboe
rrjoyed the suppor
O & LarsEe pedrtnsa ol sosc:

ey at ane time, it was nog Hioe the

o I0 posey] wask ood appearenl
in ihe Saaeli leadershdp, ingetlecto-

als amd concermed cilizens.

Cmee o those meost oo
= cernesl with the CPVTY's
growing power was  thee
labe King Abidullkibh,. His
LTHH = |:|:':|-'.'.'l-:| WES)
rect when i B2 &
lire erapled fn a gbrls”
schonl m Makkah, and
imembers ol ie rel-

hs poleoe weTe reqar-
el aotused of hamsdering:
thi rescue becanse the girs
weren | wearng alkyas.
The resuli was 15 deadd
wchoalpads, an internaton-
al =candal, amd a fuming
arel encredibly frustrated

Hing Abdulbah. Bur beciuse e
was only crown prinde at the time,

120 e
I LEARL

ih B
The culitnre of Saudi

soCiely prior (o 1975
wias moderately

religious and into life.

Al use v the posor Teadue of Binse
ahid, hewas unabde ioadda anyithing

limnselF or el the adlisnge kine
o mie Torwared wath what hie saw
a4 mecessacy reform of e CEYFPY.
Three vears Wier, Abdollah bae-
came kne. His apgroach was o
Iy Al replace thie et of the rell
gronas podice with a more mode ke
Heare Yet becanss of decacles of
baireanucracy and the nagure af thes
body of cverzealous moen. moders
ate ideas sl nat travel far, anc

Ry Abdlulfals sodition did med
solve the prohiliem

Members of the religions podice
oontinaiedd b harass altlzens and
vistlors, b the poanl wherse some
déed in car chasies

Theey  destroved  snusical  in-
strumends, ralded  besuly e
loms, shaves] heals,
wlai e pcile,
rmd baoaks,  ang

canbioeed snge un-
chisckeel — wmtal am

e e e el e assa
cama ot on Al 10,

The Smmibi Cabines
Issued a oroval decree
that stripped the e
ligios poliee of als
privileges, hanming it
members from purs-
g, qpuestoninge. ash
ing Tor wlendihcation,
arvesting anc clegainamg
anvine suspiesched of a crime., Theey
are 1w abliged 1o repnr ek Lo
the pedece and security Torees if
EoUR NIt

It sapeems as 1 Saudd Arabila has
vy regaines]l conlat owith sls

pre-187h aell “Major decisions
are heang made by the conscions
politlcal lesbership today, sach a5
albring women fo drive, reform-
inE  ediucalivir, aesraing the
[arees ol exiremism and vialemrs,
Ellvwinge SExd art o el 10 §s
natural place, and sfarting hugre
ECOTEHIN Prrugecs such & NECM,
the: K Sea Project and athsers, in-
dcatinge bow lale 10 S Arabios
s Tegalning ite truse spirit,” sald
Al-rhamdL

TooEy s Sl sociegy is Hving in
ILs et dirme, laving recosvered iks
socinl values, optimism aod e
[or the fufuare. 18 1s combating ex-
Iremiisim silopled by Iran, Qaca
ane thee Muslim Bratherhonod.

Sawdi Arakia has akso shifved s
attitucle ioward women, alloowing
Lhemd o stabiams, giving e
thiz reehit te ohitain passports and
Iraved wiathaul a3 male puarclian’s
consent, and promoting them G
lesidership posabions,

The religfous polices mle has
besciime more lenaent, Al-Ghamdi
salel the changes have effectively
oorrected the mabalance of many
ff 1Es  peoicecluaies, pesledne als
wiorle balance and semi-enablms 18

L Fefuesl te b & gposiestd ol mmdchera-
[

“The mew CPVEY has manage
e dhefusie ihie strife 1o thee relation-
skupr betwesen ibs past sedl ancl sonc-
ey he addexd,

"If hax prevented the distor-

tioin and weak condidence thar the
peiipile hiad in the procedures thas

were Tollowed in the past,” e saml
Thase procedures  “damagee

D regralalion of the g0l
o virtae and preventbion of vioe as

& rifual, amd the repmtatoon ol the
Rinskam as a state that apalies the

prorisHamns of Islm”



Oin Mo, 20,
1978, Juhayman
Al-Crtmiti, a
formar mermibar

of Ehe Makional
Gaunrd, lad

ar aTinchk arn
Miakknh's CGerand
Miosque, in o
siage thaf Laited

o . sl

In 1979, Juhavman Al-Otaibi and an armed group did the unthinkable; |

Rawom Hoacdhepm Jcooio

For decades, the Infamous
name: dJuhayman Al-CMaihi
had been bnrled Lo the

memaries of Gen X Saodis.

O Nov, ML 1800, a4 well-Orgs
mized gronp of tesrmrsts stormesed
Makkahs Crrand Mosgue, Killing
amd weonnding handreds of wor
sfippgers arnd  hostaees e wlsal
campr 1o he one of Sl Ambiats
ibarkesl days. Al-Olg was Lthe
miasEermiinegd behimd the termrisi
allack.

Fast Forward e dechdkes anil
in his first Amencan TY oler-
by i with CBS3 "6 MEinmutes™
— Lroan Prmeee Mohammes han
Ralimean vy 1o b Back the
Eingchsms pre- 1978 moderatinn.

*We werr Ivinge a versy normal
life BRloe: thie rest of the Gl oongn
Ines,” hbe  seul Ly B
driving cars There were movie
Lheaters n1 Samb Armbi Women
worked everywhiere, We wire Josi
rmal peopde develomnge bke any
HAer COumiry i the waorkd vntll
the: evenls of PHTEC

Al-CMabd comemaried an atrocis
in thee nasmse of relmion, seizing the
Crranicl Mosque [or WO wWeeks 11 3
standalf with Sawl special Torces,

Photas Gaken fom Ioeliler jeds
absowe the mosgque showed the
Boor surmounding the haatm emp-
Iy il I.I.'||I:-.|I-i|'||'|-.'l:-._ nn IMMaEs EVer
wllteeese] hefore.

[ 4 video puablisbed By The
Finer Abdulazix Founcdation v
Resedarch and Anchives, Thee Wle
Shetkh Mohammed bin Abdul-
lafi Al-Swhasal. e imam  wio
performed Tgr fearly  marming)
prayers o The day ol s sieee, re-
called what he described as “one

W ormen

Gf the miost sicmbcanl evenls™ ol

hils 1ife.

4
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Armaatad gunman bslcmping to the group nd hy Jubogmron Al-COtadbl that stormnd Makiesh's Grarsd Mosqua. o -

Hix st he arrived &i [ s
A0 mnmies befee prayers but ol
Pt saemese Ay ThlngE untoward,

*Hut after oonchwlbine Gar
Praverd ... 4 pumber of myilits
men with weapons stormed the
ared hedadang towaed the Faaba”
hie Ak

“T Beaded o one ol the oooans,
where HHimmediately called Shedlh
Muassier an Hamad Al-Hashed,
thee chidef of thie P :-.||||'|'||'!I ol ihe
v Holy Mosgees at ihe lame,
I told him of the altuation, amd 1
had lim Lhisten to dhe balleks beame
Nl 1 [onime] owt & winlhe Liter that
thery [the terromisis] were allors-
e pHderiens Do lesaase ihe e s
Eroanos"

Al-Sulmvil decided e lease al-
ter abait Tour hiwes, He remenyved

s miishidals G teuditionsal ersame
oier choa ks v i Che Gull wend

o 10 1he haseamet, vwamed his
hesadd and e wath a group ol In-
elomseckam pilErimes ust &= fwao mill
Lints stione] at the mtes that el
aviLsihe Ehe BRsemerl.
saon alter, the  Eailes
Claaarsed shain, amml snip=as Lok
posations in dthe high mianarcds s
shd INNGCe Al wWorsiEpgHErs.
Al-Chalbl™= fallowers, whio  had
ke Easilbons mm the moonels,
sl nl |:l}'J-I:.|I'||i'|':-. and Sandi byH
cdal forces of they came foo ¢lose
IO Thee THOSUEs !;||||||'||_|l-. A 5k

o9

The air was heavy
wilh Fear, o one Krew

what was happening

and we were shoekaed
10 The core,

L

INAEC [KHILEMI l.'|'l||':-.|'|||_||||'|':-. e
L Lhee s Ehat maoernamy,

Thee shege alvocked Sandi sochely,
which had been hivinog a normal
[, A Whiese COouniry was (Rans
[ its=il froemn a desert nation
[ & SO EsLcaned] siale.

Horm and ralsed im0 Maklkah,
Bousewile Fajr Al-Mohancis  me-
calbedd the day she hearnd the news,
aml the ddreadul atmossphere o
thee cHy during “those amwfial bwo
R

She todel Arah Wewa® =1 was j =1
el i msdclle seheoal, arud pusi hke
EVETY oL Ry, 1 Wil 10 0o
just like afl the schoal children
Mhl Everyome senl bo thEr jodes,
inchchne thiose who workied in the
Crraasie] NEomsigime.”

She sald: “We heard gumshods

o the day, aned thean wonhi ve
hieen the first sen somethine was

National Da}-", 2019

INNUMBERS

200

About 200 of Juhayrman Al-

Crlul’ s Followars atarrmac] the
Holy Mosque in Makkah, from

warious nationalities Erypt.
Mol t, Yoarn amnd Ireeg, sith thir

majority from Saudi Arabis

12

aobdiars killad

115

MNaik-caimiaaiaisaed aMicara killad

civiliamns hilad

17

Al-Ctaibi's followers killed

Qo Utod

19

i grrranacd

siege that
changed everythlng

ey took Makkal

s Grand Mosque hostage

wiride., Bul we were sLll olsivi-
ails o the fact that a temvorist at-
Llack was Laking place antel owor
parenis came (o plck ws op” She
aclelexl " Makkah was a very small
CIEY BE 1At nime ATHlE WK
spresd Tast”

Al-Mohandis  recalled oy
schinls were shut B the next twen
wiskE “Tlwe &iF was lsesvy wilh
[ear, o ene koew what was hagp-
peerane and wee were shockes]l Lo
ihie core,” shie sapd

“This wias the holy aty. This
was the Cerandd  Mosqoe, Hons
wilk Lhis even possilde? As 1 wax
VLR 11 WsE Ll LK Lo FIFHOE A,
bt ressdents of the city who grew
e ere ool the responsib Ty ol
keeping i osle, assuminmg younme
afles e e that iUH be OFR and
Sandl special foroes will free the
TFECIR[N]E
SN,

A former mermsh=r of the Natsonal
Gauard, A Otadbl was 3 member of
the Salafisl proap Jamaa Al-Salal-
1H Al-Muhiasibah

He was angeeedl by Western me-
Muence [n Seudd sockeiy, amnid o
hien  recraitinsr followers oo
VAFRHIE natbonaliées For vears -
der the prdse af puety

I was Bter discovere] that lus
[ollowers - snvgEeded  ammaenabion
' ladine ol 1 barrels diseusseyd
as comstrpcton equidpment, and

[roam thie Blaspshemioms

lhe mosgque's basemenl amd mans
rets, taking advantage of WS expan
S1CI.

sdilh [Ges Sformned e
meerpue, andd the ensaing batile
killesd most of the terrorisds, i
chuling Al-Cahtani.  Sixiy-seven
Of tem werd Capiures], e lodinge
Al-C i

Tl sgpee exlel an Dec, &, 1WA
Cm Jam, & 18R well-Enmam noeses
preserider Hussam  Nagar i
neineed Al-CKEpihE s exeryhion
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How an MBC

drama shed light on
the Makkah attack

Reckoning with a hard-line past, ‘Al-Asool” explores the
aftermath ol one of Saudi Arabia’s most tumultuous events
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Yagoub Al-Farrham ps Juhayman &1-Cdalbd in the MBS hiatorinnl doamng W-Aaoolff ' 500

Rawnm Apdenan Jsoiis

As with any Arab drama
series, @ good storyline will
alwavs be the talk of majlis,
or social gatherings. These
days, the conversation
miight take place via
Twitter or Instazeanm, b,

nievertheless, it will remain
a hot topic.

That was certainly the case withs

MBCs  “Al-Asool”
Change*L a histoncal drama thai
expored] Sawly Arabaa’s bransibon
from iis desert past 10 the Tegionas
powerhowses 5l has become locday,

It was a story that all Sandls
wanbed to bear, with bopering
quiestban s many were ashing Wihiat
changedd m e Rirgdom and why?

The series retirtied o relevisio
during Kamadan, with s second
eednnn debul depscine & Walor-
shril meimend In Saeli histary

— Lhe <hall [roen a imcslerale bis ul-
fra-conseryative deology that fol-
el hihavmuan ADame’s 9578
attwck om Makkal's Holy Masquie,

The show [ocus=] on a RHiyadhs

family during a thme of socdal up
heaval as d delvesd inbe the evends

surrowmling the sdepe aml e af:
termath, inchwbmgr the inEmous

Awabening movemenl
"Al-Asonf © was wrriien by Ahdul-

rihimian AWahal and dipscied s
Muthanma Sobh. The cast mickucl-

el Naser Al-Gieabn, AbwSul-Illal
Al-Sanand, Hahib Al-Hakih, Resm
Abclualbbh anel Yamuab Al-Farrhan.
The Dubwi-based M Groag 1=
commiied o prowviding  conbend
that “discusses Mportant ovends
and e AL Jaber, ks direc-
for, toded Arab News recenily. =Ths
eIl series of "Al-Assal’ tackles

A Igor lostorkcsl ovent in S
Arahia ., an important process i

the [ofmmaism of B presenl sos0-
edv,” hr saicl,

"The MAC Group wands bo ex-
plore the realiy of the audi-
ences life leading up o Al
Cealbl, who tarmed e in
sl Arabia upsice doswn,
pushing the country and §
sOCHeby Bie B TR DOnser-
Valve way of life”

“Al-Asoid T ibenks with ma-
For e lectt clanees that 1<esk
place in the Sacdi capotal charng thes

FWels ol

paal five docades, nchuding  some
il b mest conirmer=ad Evends m

Bavnl asrory. The series bas drawm
crfvcism maimdy  froim  comserva-
Lves, & veleran oolumnist Abdul-
rmbiman Al-Rashed poineed ot i
a 200E eolumn, enfitles] " Why 1he
et agadnest Al-Asond 7

"Extremisds are apadnisf ok Be-
calgse thery healleve 6t 18 an abbemipd
bor clestroy whiat Heey ol during
Lt Talbowwing twa decades, which
theery refer boas " the Awakemnge™ —
aiwd they are Flght”

[maversity professor Fatma £ain
Lidel Arab Mews: “1've peser bee)

a8
I wwas ashoedd sl

character I wanted to

plany i i hiogrraphy
film. Funnily enough,

I saniel Al-Oiaibi.

Lo beesey iy followdng: shows dur-
ing Bamadan, but "AlAsood ™ todd

e 3 1o 1 sever Dves] theoueh
gt Eeld the afBermath af whien | re-

Hermed Froim my shutlees in the LS.
“1 kit Jedkdah in the mid-15970% bo
purse my aneversity stuclies, jusd
like many Sandis of my genera
by, amd we never hvesl throaeh

theer time when Al-Onakhd arteched
the: mensgpuie. We beard the neses on

Arerican ness otbets, bl e
more than a [ew minuies an the
s byt 10 wias & calusingeE e Toi
many of 1" she recalled.

T =aw the cliangee afller neuri-

Ing i the early 1980, Though ked-:
ifah was s conservaliyve than the

capital, we still fedt it and arw [inte
of 1L The relaeons police presenoe

WA mare proenitent ten selope
ardl more wWolnen wWere coveresd

wa Aler watchinge e sEow's 1w
scasomns, | oow know the story, |
can make sense of el all, The mene
namie CJubayman Al-Odafd) was
L b, el weith Bime el was forgot-

ey, But guestions  survourding
Lhe termorst altack =60 lenevresl
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Iran’s Awakening’ created
nightmare for the Gulf
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af the Irandan revalution on papescially the most semior fisuares, werne !H' particplarly i societees such as Syvria and thie CLAs Mear East Department, analysis
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these differences were resolved throaegh epcined voung pesnple. thee ewressive relimons zeal that the Imnzan
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‘Life has changed so much. We
are oetting our freedoms back

s the hingdoms 'dark davs recede into the past, Saudi women are looking to the future with renewed optimism
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oy was  Hourishing, Beloro
the fermar altack, sermemibion wis
dome out politeness and cholce,
niot by foree,
[ arvever,
adopdex]
Appeasch 10 Tenside ¢lothime, with
heeavy, black abavas consideres] the
aaly accEgable [orm ol allire.
'‘My sisder, bawane

M men  wadlvess
oovor yourssl and

ACTITRETS,

Al

more

970 Sandis
COTEErVE e

P raEed | e
bl Ehat e

sfioudd be "hicldien”
amell nivtther  heamd
nor seen mociase thear pereseces
vk e Chinegs deaires wlhidch men
ooale] st conermal.

satll men alse were el in 8
state of confusion, forced to Tk
OWEl G YWHILETE as fecser Defngs,
angl with the nght 1o contral every
et ol e laves,

Fayga Rodwan, 0
seheol pramcipal, pecalls how ber
axtenided FBamlly stopped gathering
an Lhe beachifromts of Jedklah o
relax with thedr children aroumd.
[or Fear af being confronted by thes
el s pralice

"We all bBvesl fcgether in oar
I [Amaly  Boams, my SroLlsEers

Crrviiee

b

angd their wives amd chalddren. Ye
would pack separare lunches as
wie had o segregate our picnics.
WirHTeEen wonk! Al e ther, whils
air hushands and hrothers  sal
mcdrhy. We werenl almiEl, bl
there was =l 7 senee ol unoer:
laanmly,” she =&,

“Peopkes views chamged, they
were skepiscal at all fimes. They
weri dark |t._l'_|."- bl sl

Mother-al-three Hava  Saeedd

Al LAl fhe [BEHRs were e
bouogehsest tiemer for womere "By

e The mmutawsa, o reElhEpious
e,  had  greater  mfoence
armd  peiwer. 1 eimembser how
frizhtening it was just geng io =
shopung mall was because Lhey
wold stop es aned harass us,” he
B

“We  coulidn’
a2 reslaermant without  a

Somdis v
alwins
livverdd their

'l:"“-l.lll'l'l'_.'q .
bonnd mndnvy

their loyvaliy
shiimes

through. I

is o dluniy
1o eelehratie

Uhis dlamy.
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Young Sudi
wWHTE |oined

wetinl clubs

thrgarhout tho
Kingdom in thea

e and 18705
witth acemn
whabs wtill in

oparntion today

guarclian, and the relzoons podice
would wo from cebde o tabde Lo
make sure that there was o
indecenl mbeElinge and el ihe
male was rither Tather or brasghier”

Howenver,  oyver e Lhe
restricteel  freedoms voung
wiorrern fncoed after the 18978 althack
|'|-|_'|.l_.'||:| I &k, WOmesn wWieTe
rvene e rrehis 1o okl hacher
mAanagerial st s, Solca o
was a tool, amd socwty bemn to
reslize that thedr robe is vital to
EOSINE FINETESS.

Tl “dark s beEan o [ace,
iEEhering in a new chapder in the
kS s

Ly B5, the late King Abhdullah
Liunched the Koee Alslullab Sehsol-
arship Program (KASFY for both
men 2l wumen.

The initlathve was  weloomed
by many Sambi Gamilies, wha
AU B Lis=1i ST
danghlers, sisiers amd wives o
APy — 3 OWwW Lo e extremiats
wiho appeisel thae progm

[ii 2RI, P Abadudlik
appointed women to the Showra
Council, a4 eroandbreakane moye
that highlighied the imporiance of
having wimmen in hagh posifions.

Then, on Sept, 26, 20017, King
Salmam omberes] that waeneEn be
allowed 10 drive cars  amobhs
major bdew ta the alira-conserva-
L1ves,

In leht of Vision K81, a sinc
Eifli-harss=smenl law wis  Elne-
ducesd in Jupe 2000 by prodecd

wialsen &l alkvw theot Do ey
theeslr mesely seon Toeecl oo

Times lsxve chaneed, incdeecl.

Uncler the |leadership of Kings
Salmam  aml Crowm Prince
Mohamnsed bin Salman,  the
Baimethen 15 recaaning s formeer
telerarce aml moving alwad with
lzhitring spesei.

O A, L 200 decres g
by King Salman declares]  thad
Saudl wWormeiln oo oy eeguire
pe s om Froam @ “male guandian”

i
e ]
ot e o Niz, h
b " e e

i traved ar obdaln a [LERSTOT

*Lil= has chaneesd so minech e
This change Is amaxing and ihe
ey renerabion has more condl-
Ml Latls Al-Baresy. A
traved agent.

“There was & loss of matanslisan
after TS, people wsaomldn't even
Celeirate Natbonal Saudi Tkay. Mow

FI S]]k the

wes s 1Thee chiffereniee™ she saud
“wmamdis  Jeave  abwaves  Jonvexd
theelr  conemiry, bat oy thaedr

loyally shines throagh. [L s owr
duty to celehraie this day for iix

rreatness,” she s

The militant exiremesam of 1578
ledt an open woumd that has only

lsealen] with the redim of Kingg
Salman and the cromm prmsse,

*We will relurn (0 whal we
were,” the cromen prinee. sawl —
[Aammras weords Har have een pud
It action, whether by cradscating
exirermism, Dehioee lerronsm or
EI W EE I AHTE
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[ELEVISION AND RADIO

When Saudis turned
on and tuned in

The advent ol TV signalled a new era of freedom that even the lallout from the Grand Mosque siege couldnt destroy

Do & -Whaadalr _=ddnnh

When television cane to

Sl Arabda in NGRS, 1t wins
repected by some as the

“devil's handiwork,”

Bl Par Drosans Db i Aok, Saudis
genecrally were keen io embrane
the e mass mediam anikl lsien
whiat was galng an in the world
Choe TV staison wielh 3 vanetly al
programs was all it toak (o cnsre
that 4 Kingebom om thwe e of un-
precedented prosperity and power
adso bescame hame te an inteldecta-
ally curieus andd informed sociedy,
sauclis who commuted] bebwesen

Eivasdh amd the Esstern Provinoe
had kneemn about the electrones

clesiic e Wwilll maovIinye INLuses sEpee
ithie firss TV hbroaideast from the 1S
cOrsn e ok Dhahcan m 1855,
“The Eve of the Deseri™ channed
broadcast m Englsh, Two years
lter, Aramen TVE wider broard
casting ramee reached  Al-Hoduf
and other aress across the Gull,
with conbent im Arabec and English.

EpakingE in Ivoml of a lsnEe
croral 1m 19E2, then Crorane Prmces

Falgal Dapn Alkbul Azl smnounmced
thie Kingdom's determination o

Uiy television (o e paebdie,
“The responsibdliy of this lacslidy
1% bk sEree owr relipessn, T ooun-
try ansl our neateon,” he saic, =18 wall
b= in the service of relaesan, the na-
thon and the peapse in all nececaary
cliorts amd wark in Lhese regards"

Unider ihe banoes SChanmsel of
the Kingdom of Saadi Aralia,” the
dinEle oflicial oathed weerel Bve B
15155 with a recitation of the dur'an
the sl program 1o e romicasl.

Horaover, as with almost any
ey developoment, the decisuon
to laumch the TV station offended

Samflt relpsous coqsservabives,
some of whasm staeed a demon-
sirmdmn where o muomber of pro-
lesters were killed when podice
respanced fo an assmli on one of
the TV Excilities i 1965

Sambh TV mabalby brosdcast in
Hivadly smd Jeddah with modes
bechmlory and a heoadeast time
Dt did el excees] Ove Bowrs &
day, Hoalkedd an the new sopree
f efatedammeanl. Ssuwls Tamalees
gathered i Tront of 8 TV set avern
iy amd wanled patwently for the

siEmiature tuns that anmouneced the
beesgrimmange of the clatly broadecast.
Talal Adbam, 61 chalrman o
erpaneering constltancy Talal Aud-
lnkitn & Parimers, pecilbad those ear-
Iy days. “At first, braadoast was lim-
ited] oo caely a fesy oS every day,
bt later H was extended io e
shifts perdin. The ot wias Dioam 10
a.m, 1o monn Grid then there wis an
eyvenane shall thal emmles] at aroumsl

milclnlght,” he todd Arab News, “1
reeneml=T the msideas whis con-

iy s during the weekends, bt
would end aroumed  madnaght or
earty mworting tane”

Among the programs that adresd
i tee 95708 were @ertaingnent
tallk shonws Eeaturing Arabh codelir-
Les, stk musical perlormamses
by famose Sancl singees sach ae
Talal Maxldabh amd Mohammesd

Ak, avd American westoms
fidham sanf that lis two

Favarite TV shows frodm
that period were “Fakir
wa Ihah™ {"Think amil
Win™ and "Habwaa Amren”
For muany families, (ele-
visionn  was  the omnly
avalalsle  entertanament
sauroe, “and viewership
wiks al s highesl dherimge

Ramadan,” he sakd

SAUDI 708 TV

B Arrarican Aeries “Bonanza”
mned “Fury® (both Waesterns)
ared “The |IncrecGie Hulk™

& Syrian comedy
siirens CSaly Al-Mavrrs®

®"Ala MaSdat Al-1Far”
| O thie 1ftar Table) with

Sheikh &l -Tarkaei

& al-tm wa Al-Eman®
[Knowled@pa and Faith)
witth Dr. Mustafa Mahmaouwd

& "Hadlth Al-Asdokan ™ o tolk
show on avaryday sooinl issuss
that firet asrad in

194656, hosting a number of
grrvisrtemant affasials

B Kuwait comedy
srbirs “Darb Al-Falog™

* "Sahrah Saudia,” a
celebrity talk ahow
prodecsd by Talal Masddah

ke s il el iy el
PR Y et a1

r 9

Thuraya Arafahl, b a redirex] m-
slrctor [0t Cegieral Sodnmms-

traciom of Gigrls Edocation in Jedkdah,
sanl that TV pecgrams i e 00
were e rse, “The e were neliEonks
programs, wilh ihe most B Bwe-
ingg “Ala Matidar Al-Hesar' (Y the
[flaar Tabl="l vwath Sheikh Al Tan-
twi [ Ramadan, amd “Aldhm wa
Al-Eman’ CRoweadesdge amd. Fasth')
by Mustafa Mahmoud” she sald.
“Then there were mame shows such
an “Hurcol ™ ' Letters and bustocal
Arsnbac series sch as “hyha' anxd ihe
Lt AT Larety U TEie Fupestine),
Then there were Torehon TV senals
sk as " Maghily Moose' aod 'Fory™
Arafah sald some of the best-
kvt TV presenbers at
the time wepe Majkl Al
shabl amid Huassaimm Nagjar.
“Crathering in front of the
'Y =t io wadch a Alm or a
RlEP Was 4 way 1o segrd
guality tbme with Gamidy,”

In 1878 1n & wakershed
momsd i miscliem sandd

buslory, Judiyymmanm A-OaIn
soiped the Graned Mosdque

i1 Makkzh with a group of wlbra-
copservative iwabisis, denamding
it thee Kinpedkom " oleansed of
all evils”

Addham and Amfah both recall

that TV changed dramestically
ber thee Grrand Mosgue siege, "4
secame overty conpervative” sl
Arafah. *The comceris of Esmypian
arger Ui Ralthowm, aod Egp-
Hanm aml Lohbanese semies wWiere
Inashies], Wienen were ol Hedr
mich on television afterwards"

Adham  apreed, o thad
“wormwen  sarted appearing  less
aml Eslamic progrms appearesd
e, Songs almost dissppeaned”

Many Sandis remembers veteran
TY amd cadio presenter Hussaln
Mapar relaving news of the assanl
it Ll Crrarnd Mlosgue 10 vierweErs,
Majar alst announced the news of
Al-Oianba s execuliomn

e ol thee desding female Sandl
TY preseniers of the 9708 was
Pumiin Bakr Younis, kneswn to au
itheoces a8 "Mama Dnnaa®™ for ber
Chilbdren™s program of the same
mame. Her Bther, a TV amxl rasbo

presenter, was one of the found
ers of Sanucit Badio, amd she ofien

secodnpaniesd him o thwe stusbio a=
a yenargs grl, *1 enberesd the mecha

Beld wath & stromye founcabon.”
Younis fold Arabh Nesws *1 have

mever had amy defbeulies, Neither
of my parents prevented me from
eobermg thos feld. My maother
always sakl ‘He who doesn ged
o] gracles waon't g to the sfodo
We Were very serions shsoual o
stadies and did not neglect theam,”

Toumds was living 10 e Easei
Frowince with her prodacer hos-

leamc] wehsn e Grrane] Niosaue sk

undfokbedd, She: was a presender om

s o =honws, "Siucho Na 55 sl

“Shagl Misf Al-Qamar™ “Hall Moo

Fay™), a5 well a8 on chaldren’s png-
grams o0 Damasam TV, 1 deciied
b withslraw from TV appreaninoes
For & whidle,” shee sakel, =1 was mindfal
ol the abuation and as 5t was a oo
Fussbngg thmse Tor many. It was a good
decision b make at the tame"

The Saudh Minkscey ol Inlormms-
tion dlid not shop wamen present-
ers (Mo appearnng of  sereer.
Younis satd, Howeese T, she o ecibed
LG Lake fomee oaif to lsolk aller ber
twrins, Bacdr and Bakr, aewell s hier
dausrhter Dale, whom she used to
tiboe to the TV st

Younis sl Sawl waomen playesd
an lmporiant mle n omedia de
spale the periond™ social upheaval
“There Wwiad & iiscHIcepion aner
thie evends af 1957% where Saucd
AT wers viwnesd] as il ey Bl
no rights,” sha said.

O the conlrary, Sawmdl sseEnen
waere i thelr abayvas sl hiosting
sharas on lelesviaon. My sisders aml
1 wore like this, the plonesers, Some
other contemporary female  pre-
R T LETH e Dl al AZRE DHva, Salwy
shakir and Manam Al-4rhameh.”

Meammwliile, Sawli  broadeasing
hias pone from skrength B strength

dhesprite the sethachks thad Tollowsed
thet evemds of BT A todal of 12 TY
channeds are oow available, cover-
g a brread spectmm From msss 2o
e Al enbe rbadnomend. In Seqlaerm-
beer S, Weaams A Dakheol became
theer first Samch wormam t aochor the
mabn everding wews on the Rivadh
hazed Al Ekbhanya channel.

“MEnsa iy paBsed Rloe
salman and Crowen Prince Mohuams-

] hin Salman for givinge Sauxd
waomen  more  oporiunidies. " YWe
are rrabebal or o G wosnen Jere
coams nkler thedr modc. They hasve
Erven wornen he opporfonaly  fo
play a meagor rale insockety,” she sald
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1he first hlms were shown on makeshilt screens, but a ‘daring, determined cinema pioneer soon change

Do & |-Whisdnlr Cocdnn

More than hall a cemtury
AE0, CInemues wiere 3 popualar
source of entertalnment

im Ao cities in fhae
Ringdom.

Westermers wirkime  for the
Califormna =ate Ohl Company dlatey
Aramenl were the Arst to intro-
e Clnemes 19 Saolis, Serfing
up large sereens in their reslden:
el compinds dariner thee 15050
i swatch American and Evropsean
Al Cmemas soon spread] bo the
four major Sawmll cltes: Rivadh,
Feubclah, Tad amd Ak, There were
o than 300 theaters in Joeddabs
alone, wath  admissamm  gwices
FRETRELNE uyr b SIERD {53, 540]
Thoraya Arafah, 70, wheo woarkeerd
wilhh the Gepneral Admanisirs
tlicir ol (iarls FEduicasion in Jecilah,
recalls visilinge Cioeda Jamygesoan
and Cinemma Al-Artas in Jedidabs
"They used 1o show Epvisisan
s with Farkl Al-Airmash, Anwar
Wiaexla, Shafia, Falem Hamaanms
ard Advdel Hakim Hafez, all leacng
actors ancd actresses shll adaore] o
this day” she told Arab News
Iomanah  Khaja,

Al-Arabivas cumeEntary Chienns
Al-abwash  (Backyamd  Cinemas),

edbd e popualar movies al L=
Ehmee warre sty Egypiian, “There

were also muny American maies
Hlee dames Bond, far exanypsde,”
Teckel prvces viariecd [roem orie

sard clnema to the mext, “The
varadmons of prices, accomlmg o
ROHTLE CTWTIETR W eV w el s
fickets were soll for 2 5AHR winle
others wepe B SAR. The price
af the wked also depended o
e ifovies IT 00 wis & e o,
FIOHCES WETE MOre EXpensive.”

The ot «f 20 VEHS
casscites was "a key Gactor in the
clisdgppearance o hese Cinesies,”
hli HHal, 11

Herwrever, 151 Lhee witke ol the 19579
feeror attock an the Grand Mosoue
by Jubhavman Al-CHatin aml his
Foell o ers, WO
mecreasnely spake cud against the
apresd of clnemss, TV and mousse.
A major social shift ooourred thal
el 1o Cinemaas BegnE Banned Prom
thie lake EFOs ancl earty 15800s,

RIS RFEIRSE

e LILR | S reE Tl Yissits
Hammaaid smwel that there woepe
crevmas opecting m Taf ard
Maclinah while  In Rivadh

cimermas  were  apened al  the
Al-HEal, Al-Ngssr amnid Al=Shakbah
sparts clubs, Cinemas weres also
glalk 16 use §t Arsmco [Ecilitkes i
thi Eastern Provemos.

“Fededah hiwil  several. Thes
wirre cllled Cainemia Al-Abemsh
HFTw 5T CINeELAL] TE=

cpserabed imoa hogse courtyvard or
kb St vl oses] inisally (o
accoramnsdate pehorims swith theeir
camels. s | Berure thus nopeht e
thielr ol sepsnm use of thee ST,
hie Lode] Arab News

The otvs thexbers e igckeo
Al-Attas Hotelcinema onibhebeach-
ont:  Cinema AlHimlswesa;
Cinema Al-BEaljonn s Al-Sharadiyva
clisiricd. jast ofl e Ol gt
Road; and Cinema  Alne-Saffiya,

procheer  of

3
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MOVIES

The golden age of Saudi cinema
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| Aboie. Cinnma Al-
A bede st | boockipord

CAPITI AN
apurated in x

Coutrpard oF

yard. Laft, inthe
Backpround,
Fonipd damyjdamn
pictured m tha

Dockgroves in o

TV studio, st up
& choar of sight
s AT

s Bab Sharall as weell a8 Cinemas
im the Egyptian amdl Jordanian
erleisses. Most see s opecalex] 15
wiikthker familics who hsd money
I By or rend caisemE projectors,
h =il

*The projecior wamaled bea Miman
alomg with o mix of chales. Films
were remdex]t oal, angd the Momm
it ol wss cut Inks parts, 30 esch

cinema would rent ot a part ol

L D ] Thseas aweags Lm0t
nuichile. Cinemas had triple balll flm
sCTeeInes, showiny an Eea i
ilm first, fodlowed by edther an
[Ldian or &m S recan movie, il
fndshing with an Inedeam maovse”
Hammad =a1d the leader of Lhe
e wis Fourd Jamdoaom, whio firsi
wenk b Epvpt mthe micd-1560s.
“Hie was fascinated by clnemnmss
and was chasing his dream. He
opened & cinemna o Tanta, B
which gol ham more Invaleed m
e peoecess of disirifatioge fidme,
which evalved mdo producing

V-

il iy 5L
'I':F_"".E'ﬂ'

et ,

e
e
" .-"'r"'.—'-.
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-i"arr ‘
# j .j'

& moyie poster for the
Egyptimn film " Years of Love’

Jampoorm reduorneld 1o Jesddah

Lheer eardy 189608 amwl == wp 8 chaln
of eight cimemas

"Cinema  slops alsa rerkled
pul  projeciors, Blms and  even
prodmiondl malerssl such & Ll
posters. Bl specials shiowed the
afesl James Bomd [elms, "FEhally
Ballak men Souarou”™ aned ofther
Iih=kbumsders" Hammad saicl.

lampoom  censceed U Hime
himseld, "even thoagh  cinema

At the time digln't peguire muoch
CEnsIringe.”

e alse helkl proamseres Al
inwited Egvplian stars sich as

Adunsq Ramzy, Farsd Sleiwagi.
Magda El-Khatib and atheers,

[lamenac] explaimeal that e ysamd
clnemas had ondy male ancbenoes,

pxcept [or o few howosss thad held
privEle screemings [or women
"Even the young made andience
WETH 10 e CENE e withsniil their
parents knaewine” e sl
“Jamkwam wanted Camiilies Lo
attemel, and made a2 theater wiaih
i e &l alr-coenditoning m e
migl-EHFks thai had seating  for
WOHRTEEL 1 Ll e seclionm.”
Hammad sxid that cinema at the
Liene gppsealedd [ooa yonng aachence
with litdhe 1o doe cluaring thelr Free
"Natwmal televisaon wasn’
as Imnpressive as watching ‘King
Fone” ona larees screen,” e sacl.
Shehaly Rarm oo, 8 close pelaiive
nf the Sandl cinema plomseer, samlk:
“WHhoal a bl e wias daringe
amhitiomes and had = mach deter-

ety Hae bad so much loye
for the Deld aned wouwld try o

e e vy ok e |e
“"He was tghting to bring enier

Lxinment b peaple — iomecoend
ernteriainment — aml todday [ has
Becoams acoepded aml beoensed”
Cinernas alfielaliy returnsd in the
Fangrdom after a A5-year hiabus i
oyl 0, Wk the TS screenine
i Marved's “Hlack FPandber™ ad
L ALC clsema i Iyvadlys King
Ahdullabh Financial [hstrict,
2R

L1,

[ Januarsy Jechkih

vowitneessed the apening of Hs first

cinesl, vox, a1 Hed Sea Mall
The peturm of cinomia has pased

Lhe wwav For o ew eemerificn ol
Sacidl immakers

‘Kol em,” adbrama procheced by
an all-Baudi tearm, macle e way Lo
miovie Eheaters i March 2005

The liftunE «f e Dan on
rinemas &= part of widespreasd
s eelorms ded by Crown Prince
Mohammied hin Salman.

] thal

wiost bl by i
16mm along

with i iy of
chinirs.

Capillary Arabia
extends best wishes to

Custodian of the Two Holy Mosques
King Salman bin Abdulaziz Al Saud

Crown Prince
Mohammad bin Salman bin Abdulaziz Al-Saud

and the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia
on the occasion of

the 89th Saudi Arabia National Day

.

We are proud to contribute to Vision 2030 and
accelerate Digtal Transtormation in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia

G

e ?

capillary | Sasamass

www.capillarytech.com
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‘Darkness reigned. But the

zealots couldn't stop the music

Decades alter religious hard-liners targeted artistic expression, Saudis are benefiting from a cultural rebirth

Rubin Ohuid | ==-i-int

A conservative brand of
Islam has always existed

in Sandl Arabia. one of
Lhie maany sirandls ol Sanel i

sochety. However, in the
wike aof the 19979 (Giranil
Mosque siege, this school of
thought gained increasing
prominence, spreading

into official instituiions
including the legal systen

amnil education,

TS AP WY

mids Aoceely beEsin O Wose s
artstic and oolipral  moorings
under e mfluenee of celprooas
hard-Hnere who attacked muslc,
seulpiore, puanbnge aned photoss-
Faphy, alomg with & oSt of athey
artishc actrviiies. Hepressaive s5o-
cial lcleds wepe wiklely propaEar
el vid schools, wmversites and
SIS R L
Conservative preachers argsed
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Now wie can soe Lhal
Sandis are thirsty for

music. The success of
recent concerts by the

Crenneral Enfertainment
Authority is paroanl.

ax weckding performers. The sl of
CEIEributar= 10 1hat @14 15 ||||I;__ il
Lwo peopes — composer Chmar ka-
dars and poed Taher famakhshar
— dleserve spectal meniion.

Privale Gommpanies Thal appweans]
inciudedd Riyacdh Phone, a necord-
i shuclio esspabdisheed i 5S3 by
Falal Madclah amel Lt Zaind,

[he studis shsl dowen alter @ leny
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regaiee vin rescanreds n Sl Ara-
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Falal Maddah, a Sauds cormpsoser
el sinEer wihne acame hugely
rogpalar across the Mudcdle East,
Wis Khown as8 “The Earis Voo™
I lis aclmirers in the Kingrbom.

Miaklaf's Gireer ook off 0 the
late 18505 wnth the lesse of his
[ar=l albaume, " Wardak Ya Zares Al-
Ward”™ CGirower of Boses™)

Ancihier promeme el Drwre 1o thas
Era,. =l SHmposEr Tamag Al
Hakim. was a ke player mn the
Ful i Echsme s usical Penaicamie,

Abdul-Hakam, whio oompose
theer Kingdom™s oaticnal snchsdm,
was among the first Saudi =stadents
e B prdnies] & Hosie eClEHarsim
He was twiee elected peessdend of
Lle Arab Music Academy &l re-
pelved the IMOC-UNMESUCO Interna-
Fcaiid Mosss Price in Hsl
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-'I.|'!||||I5-_|'| el ol 1he
Eames weere make, the few female

VAN B

voces o] hoEely iniiesenial
Fhe masst popular female singer
Wwids [i=am Lt
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sthent in the face of the prevanling
religionis arthosdoxles, e sald.
Lresspite the obstacles placesd
[h=ir psath, Sauds combmissd o
represent their "heritagzre and the
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Many Sandis look back
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of nnprecedented
dlevelopment when sport,

along with other aspects of
life in the Ringdom, enjoyved

rapid growth,

A zmavermmend push (o Imgroye
gparts crganizathon and booss par-
bicisition in mdernabional comgpre-
tiebomes ledd 1o Saudi Arabis making
its CHympic debad at the LTE Mou-
ficel Celities. I marked the lor
fme the Szuch fag was maised ad
Lls opEmnE cerenEsy, alllsoueh
the: Kingdom had hesen part of the
Intermational Cdvimpie Coaramail e
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Mohanimsed Al-hlarashy, a Loe-
mer manaer of the Suaci natonal
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OLYMPICS 1972

Tha Trst Saudis to represant thie (15
the Kingdom at the Olympios:

BMon's FOOm

Mansaur Faurhan Al-Gepd

Men's 1.600m
Manar A1-5alrids

Man's 5 OO0

AbdoBalh Raucs Al=-Mabroak

Marn' s 4 = 100m rilay
Mohammad Al-Dosary.
Mansour Farhan Al-
ﬂ-l:l-a:d. Eilal Sald, Saad
K halil - Crompry

Spsoriina developmaen
e ALl |n|LBIRINIB
with ithe i
(301 oo Elwe Farst e
velopment Flan in
5171, A nebwark af
spowts and atlpler- =
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ancl involved 10 these aetivitles as
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NATIONAL DAY

KINGDOM OF SAUDI ARABIA

e

meslal When miracles and marvels combine, a land in ity eodossal ecceniricliy rise and shine;

Kich with fhe timeless legacy of Prophets and selfless submissions on the decree of Divine,

T'o strengthen the Pak-5audi cordial friendly relabionshap, PIS)-ES shares the
pride and jov of Saudi National Day celebrations with the custodian of the
two Holy Mosques, King Salman bin Abdul -Azz al Saud, the Crown Prince
Muhammad bin Salman and people of the kKingdom of Saudi Arabia.

May this land of hope and peace tor the entire Mushm Ummah live long and

reasure an everlasling prosperily and success,

1412, Al Rehab District, KSA, Tel; +966 12 673 8670 - 673 8531

} & ™

Fax: +966 12 674 5654, www pispes. edu.sa




A VIEW FROM QOUTSIDE

Arabian

dventure,
[Osstyle B

— through

the eyes of |
‘Abu Jack

A LS oil engineer s treasured
photographs reveal a love
allair with the Ringdom
stretching back four decades

Bl Al-Mugald O

From San Francisco, The
hippie heartland of 19705

American countercnlinre,
to Abgalag, Aramco’s Ealed

comumunity and the largest
ail Facility in Saudi Arabis

— Mark Lowey's love of
adventure ook him on 3

journey that later defined
his life.

After syaduiating with a sclence
degree speculixing m conslre:-
om emgineering o 1977, Lovwesy
was alfered 2 job in San Franciseo
ot wihwen the 21-vear-old frgimseer
heard that a fmend hkaed received
an olfer rom anoiliesy CodnEany
that planned to send him to Saac
Arabia, e decicked 1o take L deap

“I was loolcing for adbventore and
reciely Lo vl e workl” Loaiesy
ikl Arab News “IE was pure lech

that i company wanted 16 fure a
groduate and send me to Saudi
Arabia”

For three momnths, e worked for
Sania Fe Intermational, & suboomn-
iracdar, before being sssiped o a
reemindepibsiiem Abpig. " Wewere
bnibdineg @as and  ool-seEratisn
plants In Ak Dar amel Shedgom,”

fue ganl, "The planls wwe boalt w6l
thiat time &l had Bare shaks e

bum the sepacited nalerml gas
ATRIMCOS  [As J:'.|[|'||'I'||'|J.: [ATTSET AR
weaslel bepam 105 vears later

A5 8 project ooyl ensEineer,
Loavey was  mespomsible o
monitoring the peogmess of
consinscisEmn and schedulmes work
Lo D O e Dl 10 3 See L e Leide

With ne direct fleghits at ithe ime
Limwey's ponirmey 19 Sauch Acahia
il e than 24 howrs, with
caomnecions 10 Atbhnta, New York

anid London before arrving sl
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Iniday's King Abcual Aziz adr hase,
[ormmerly known a8 Dhahan Inber-
national Adrport

Fresh ol the plane, Lowey
WHE UnCeErtain wherg 1o o 45
croweds of pasengers  crowled
the alepori. He walked fnio the
arrivals hall where he spogied o
Ml beskbinr & sjen Dedaring the
oompany s orange-colored  Santa
Fir Inbernaticnal lop

As the two men walted for
s cerigdoyees Wi drrive, Loy
gheeryeel  diflerenl  nadonalities
[roem Lhe Araly workl passing; By
Wlylhe s wWoorken wWe e covere
im hlack, odhers wore  trendy,
colarful clothing

"AlL Dahran airpart for the firse
e, 0 =W WOIlnen Wwsieinge all
kinels of clothes — moidem and

IrsBihmGil Many lewl nsgihs b
peece of chih thar covered hall of

= Gace, revealing: anildy the eyess, | Bnlos loft, tha Ao were Bouseql
thimdk it was a time before weanng cirred Soudg in ““TheTe WiETe A ricaTS,
the niab amdd @b became w ""d. Caranbians, Dntish. Cdher workers
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Ikrys bebore has ing, Lowey ook wandor i Biedied pases. There were Soomalis and
lime 10 stwly and learn gbhour  bethkin ¥ETA. Egypilans, There were very [ew
aamh  cualtare, history  amd s Smmh workers" he siwl
peaple. He foomd o Fsscimai s LivingeE in the easlern  oesedls,
that some Sawles Hyvesd oy teets oue Lawey wasn'l  ablivioms
i Ll alesert, “I0 wias e fomanbc EVERLE GO ETIne 1 e reetonn, bl
version f the Arab culfiure 1 was e recalled one marmory that saill
e peciinge” Pe saml -" sLaricls oaif Toor i, T was i Al
Lowey lived in the S whieni thie £hah aof Iran fell in 5T
Abigaaig Cudikrac- |j O neAmenican [mend had Gllen in
lOrs Camp, iy 3 .:' v with a vouns

W HTL [reimi
Tehiran amd  was
im Imin at dhal ome He

single mom i
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mclular  banldinge

dCTss e okl FiEdd 10 desve s flakoe andd
[ron the Aramoo MEn away, wer oo,
COMEUnelY,  wlwere 0 encap the avatodiahs
thinesands of  men guards, He escaped back
[Fan el rea e Mo Samln somselses. Muach

,

aoanirees wnrkeel for |ater, the wsoman  was

alsbe L0 parir B in Uhse 1S
Al they weere marmied,”

conlracting  compa-
= LRI TN E

Al

Since 1908 e rernd s e

lovvcard msore  fradissnal  and
conservative dress for wonmse'n o
fhee Miclidle Erpsd, b sabd

"The Arab Spring in 20HC-1L
furthwer  acceleraced  the  trend
tovvard comservabism, Cnly  mow
e We moeving avand g moee
progressive Muddle East!)

Lo up e Calilornss dhring
ther TUTTIS, 1 was casy and thege
werre [enwer Fiches, Arrrvine i Saisl
Arabda, Lowey kmnow thar there
woald B resinctons He was
worried thai local people mighi
thshike ham and question whny e
wias Bepe — tlad :|'|_'|'.|||||;|||':|:|l-| LIk
ot [omalar to those Hvine in &
O COEy

[aowey had a freeml, Haob
Harde=1y, wihwr was i Alkhalsar
warkcine for an reEalin comgsiny
Loy knaked Bism wps, ancl foaind
thai he, o, was wieresied in
exploriner amml meetnre heseal
peeognle, “He inimochesed me [ sommess

Mlnrk Lowny
i, wrhulk
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o his Sandl frseneds aned hedpes] s
el sOguinnted wath the Boneslom.”
[imy e ol chiely i ELIES ofl. the twin
men decicded 19 venbiore ok Hee
desert in Hardestys pichuap track
bir tersd 2 neew cameTa, an Olympas
CIB1=2, which Lomwey b bouglat i
Alkhobar's electrnscs sonmg

“Bodh RHob andd T were Beemm 1o
becony: guaoldl pludceraphers. YWe

wikivlesl b o odil oF weeersis
and oxperiment and take s of
plsoboms,” B sl

FholOoSTaphing ek was ol &
arple madter, samce soome S
Wl Nod e 1) |'l|_‘:.|l|; t||'|.:|I||
praphedl. The doe were discreet,
lesever, Wiith the Olyrngies hididclers
in a Lirge bhasz, Loy would dake a
poctiee gkl then quickls ocke e
camera from sight. "Une Sime, my
Practnds armk were it Ui waaten’s



[ivsazine the difference between
seEing your photos on a digeal
Cammers Or IFTwareE ins :||1I|_l.. [ri 14,
| haid toowait weeks to see my prints.

Mark Lowny, aka &ba Jack

VIYSTERYMAN

® Il 1878, while an & desart
strall with his fricnd Rob

Marvasty, Mark Loway
aictuntarad this Bedadlin mian

walking alone neor the Fazron

Gas Qil Separation Plant, Thay
stopped, exchanged o fow

ward= in their limited Arabic,
and after ha agroed to et

Lowey photograph ham, thoy
want n appasite diractiams,

® TheroupgFhosit the years, Lowey
wandered about this mysterious
man in the nawy-bilue jacket, his
slory knd and s triba. Whan

he returmad to Soudl Arnbea
decadas atar, he askad his
fikend, Quriyan Al=-Hajrl, 0 hedp
him soive the mystery, Al-Hajri

Akl i Halol kekine ol soorwe
of the -:||'ﬂ-.-|'|:-. (il |E|Ll-.|'||F|].' I wiilil
w1y, "Hey, Rob, somle, and pretend
b take B pcture, bud wonld pleoto-
Eraph dhee wanmans bet bl ham.

"'||'i.'|_''|l.'|'|T'|||'-|:-|'||-||||!I a it peckbess,
and if we had been seen by ppolace
of the Mutawa (relipioqns psolboel.
Ehey would ofiject,” he saml =B I
barclly s&w any reliEions polee 10
thr Easterm Provanoe durning thee
18006, THEY Wbk e SOmmon
durng the early 2odM1s™

Loy wiom bt have Bis prlisdd o
devedoped In the Kingdom,

Insteacd, be send molls of Tdm ouat
writh Priends godig on vacation o
the UK, US o Far East, amd they
wanild biring back prints, “Imagine
th difference beiweern  seeins
WO oy Ol & iRl canera of
LFhomee instantly, In FHTK, | had io
WAL wieseks 10 s 1y peitils”
After warking for two yrears
i =mauchh Adsibaa, Loawey ook B2
momdhs aff fo travel, cheding »

i!

=a N o N
- uE =
Tt
k' ipEF "
g E e =
| - :=I=.l
'S L
L]
e i
N -
a - §

e

-
ool F

wis albda ta track davwn the
mian's famdly, who told his story.

® His nars was Bathan

Mohammed &l-Ulsyan Al-Marm
and v was & famows wakar-

watll drillar, responsible for

eraating mofa than S0 walls i
thet Eastoan Provinoa and Rulh’

Al-Khal “He would maks water
whalla all arouwnd the desert,”

Lowey enpdained. "Becavse the
Badeuiine had T have watas, and
afore Aramoo, thiero was no

drilling of walls, they had Lo deg
tharn by hiand ™

» Sadly, Lovway wasn't abls
to meat Al-Marrl, becawses ha
pdusaed avway in 005,

ek i Neps] arod Dbk, arsl vEsiEs 14
Asimale amel M Sealamd, haefome
re P o Calelorra 1m 188

“Alter Hving in Saudi and my Asia I hardly saw an)
walkabal, [ was chamm=l. [ had "I'"I""j'““'i" m"ﬂ"l“
incredible experiences. 1 had met e Eastern Provinee
aned become friends with peaple  during the 1970s.

(o &0 many dilferent culiures

"I thoueht of Sauach Arabaa a bol. [
loaved s phetos of the phaces T had
visited and, especially, the: pictiares
ol ke Besdlown.”

L.owey staved in the LS Bor flve
virdars, ol marries] angd then, a8 4

newlhywedd, moved o Kiawadl |
[ 3 red o 1o spaipid 101 ' _
vears working i Bowadt,
A == - LN
|
e

anc ks sl son, Jack, was
borm there, In SR, Lowey
anc his Gimidy left Buwaat
ame] reguirmed o the 175
Lonwey never thowght thal

o day be mbght returm 1o
Sy Arabex Bul has final

prgestl Beedore pelirEEe
brought himy back o the place

T
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Left, HoFul in

1970, Right,
Faleh Al-Humrn,

ol ) b oty e |

in Akssaing
s & “eamael

Wi A g rgr, "
with his firs®-

Bt 200 Bdiah,
mavnLckd b

MC e
o Bedauiin
tradition. Ddxh,

row 41 i o

shit superssor
nk Aroresao’s

Sy e d g 5 i
plant Clockwian
From bulow,

the pofewsy to
Jubomad in 19TH;

0T TN
his purchases
Freem Hobaf s

Rassarinh Sows;
an abarginnad
1950 Ford fruch

in e desort i
1878 Alkhobnrs
Hemtucky Fricd

Chackemn andad
Srxiarin HWITH.

Wik s firsd srarmed workine In
HIE, three decacdes after beaving
the RKRingdom, Lowsy Euiiddes] i
|Hhahiram

"My lad proopec] Wis  repne-
senting the Progects Departnaeni
as OF Operatwmnal  Excellences)
represemiative amd  Implemsenter.
Shartne mm 2005, Arvameo hezan
using OF principbes and methosds
fo imgerove dualdity and relsabaly
i e CoamEpany, e salcl.

Duanng has fume in Aramoa, thege
were Besloalan Tamidies wixe ved
nesir his b sige, Lowey enjoeed
walching thern armd was Heen an
getting to lnonw theams, 1 frequeendly
e Bechupn,  edber  passers-lny
travellng on the midgraticn routes,
pr Lmmalies who compes] for
extenced petiods mear  the

sibe, abirscies] by Aramcos
PEFTIETRENE WHEET SupHaly,” he
sairl

His biel encouinters oflem
invalves]l nothing more than &

ot P T

Al wiave, a sonale and the iradle-
tnal Arabic grecting.

"Il wouldnn't e longe  selore
Iy makimal abilities I Arabic
wiohd e pak Lo Ehe besl 1 wosid
son tmbrk on A lesting friend
shup wiath fwo Bedouin imbes — a
riemclehip bosd gl pesdisconyveped
miore than three decades nter”

Lowey reduirmssd 0 3015% Gl
amin im MKGE, and was reuanred

WLl the s ol thee sanse Bamlees
that he belriended in the lage 1581705

*They were qus ooy el
with jov that | remembencd
them, [ took the ellorl 1o bscome
riemnds with themn aenin, and they
wesbiEnesl me as a brother amd axa
soifk. T o part of thedr By, Thes
hanored me with the ote Aha dack
\Exidver of Jackl 1 fove thee meame”

Alter retnmimg o the Kimgiam,
Ly aaw' oo Tiaec e e Bedkoti i
culir hatl changesl, "The g

dalfersnse s By e issaachs
lifesiyle. It has dsappeared naew

P T T N T e

PreEy paci.”

Lowey sl that living  and
wieiRingE In the Ranedcay dorine
theer HETCs woold have Been simalar
Pow A0 Ol Wyessl i Adperics duringe
thee EROKDS, “A vouna puy like me,
ax 4 rraceale, T ookl easaly oo
and find worke and miake buasansess
ax there were feawer resulabons.
1 ol smiecesed, leam a ot andd
comdribuote to the sconoomy and
RO BETY e =5kl

When Lowey and has wake visibed
maadl im March thas vear oF an
Aramon expais reanion, e was
alale 1o wirsess the chanpees lirsy-
hamd, mchuting wyamen dnving,
rregler pubdic [reedosns, aml s
resivrm of masic and thieater,

“We bhad I=en fdhowvinge s
progress  inbisted by the  Iwie
hine Abdullab and Crown Promese
Mohammed bin Salman. [t is
refreshing, and we hope  good
anid positive progress conthnnes,”
Lomery sand
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A seismic decade for the

o %
Kingdom's economy

surging oil wealth in the 1970s allowed Saudi Arabia to seize its destiny, paving the way [or today's prosperity

beiz U105 B80T | sacisamde
thesales i Basarsess [or
Sa Arabda, during
wiie-h the londatsons
of the Kingdom's
moxleTn economic
ARPUCTU e e Bl
MAhared Zakl Yamani — whi as odl
pra st Al bead of thee Sauci cofingent
af the Cwrmmnizaticin of the Peirolieom
Ex 0ol Cougvlries 0P EC ) becsiee g
glohally recogmized persanalsiy — said i
waas L e when Sauchs became “maslbers

of o own cammaidity,”
Ellen Wald, & histonan of the Bmedom's

biasineees scene and author of the baak
“Saudh Inc” iold Arah News: "The
aigmibicance of the 1600s For the Saudi
econany can't be overstateol. The
KingEhone < g@resal aecelberaiomm kn
urhanization, amdd magw steps towand thie
o i it of 10 sl aend ot indisstpes”

She achibed " The waealth hroaghi in
thirowet OFEC S contral of 8] prices
sigmdbcantly changed the Kingdom's
by paewverr I Lhee world, amd vis abuwdify
o menld its o Podnire .

Anihony Harmis, a Duba - based
busiessman who wes a dipdomat In Sancli
Arabia, rescalled the economnie sparet ol
thie decsde i winich o] of] pricoes rose
tenfokl axs CUPELC sohidanty and glalal

crises corlared.
"Suiklenly, somse Sawlis were among the

richies] peaple on D el bBe samd. T
whs / time when many aof the i Earnily
Erasamesses were sel up, amd they 're il
arovared foeday, That money started bo Bow
clown, aml ordinary Sambixs began bo feed
much becter off”

It was the birth of the Saml consimeer
ecarrsmy, wWith cars ancd elestric
ocnis comang info the country on an

| .| HE Em

..l | l |
|

‘:.

Suddenly, some Saudis were
among the richest people on

FRANK KANE

the planel. The outside world
came in to Saudi Arabia.

unprecesbeiples] ssihe. =T e aubssde weorhl
cREmae im o Saeds Arabia” sakl Harmes,

Chd weiis ik Uie heast of 1hat
sranslormation, The decaide wiinessed
thie b of Saodi Aramon — suall the
:|1-.il'l|£'=|l'lII"I'=-I mEal et akser — Wibe
cantmd al the mal company was boaghd
back froarn lts ortginal American owers i
i series of share purchases

T Sauclia calledd the process
"participateon,” in distinct confrast 1o the
owlrielsl seizure of Foreien ol assaEls by
ather Arab states, sch a Libya amdd Trasg
i the s dedcicle,

The Sawch govermment pasd good hard
sl i o serees of share tramsactions Lhal
werre descrihed ax “amdcable,”

The prace it paxl has never been
reveabed, bt informed speculation
af thee demmse paot 1 xt 31,552 hillon —
roiaphly one- o samdeh of the valge
range that Arameo hopes b realize inthe
Tortlscoenane ingsel ol fleringe.

The 19708 alsn saw the first meones

Lol a reiteonal, condelaicE el eoaraoni
andl indusirsal strategy in the Binstkom,

wikh Lhe nmid-clessicle mamiinoe ol the Samk
Aranhlan Basic Indusiries Corp, (SABI)
and the eslablishamaent of the Roayval
Cornamisaiom for Jubail and Yanh,

For the first timee, the snaormaones wealt s
e rated by the soaring oll price was
bedng planmeed and directed centrally,

When SABIC was S up e redcal dedcmee
i 159776, 1t condd beggriamately be called the
RKimglones Tt atlempl bo civersily away
from ol depemdency,

It awienes] Lo comaert Lhee by pronducs ol

Comtinuad on pags 1T

Frark Karm =
0 ] e s ey
p T T D] o DR
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Firbure angimenrs For Aramce on thair way to stadies in Damrenam in 1974, QI was af ths hanrt of the Kingdoms transtermaticn durng the dooade ety Imapen
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Continssd freenm pags 18

crucle ol production ke coamumercaally
viahle proghacts such as chegmicals,
podyimers, ferfalizers, and a whode mange
of ather industrial materials easendial fin
i moxleTn eoononmy,

Hack thes. there was virtually o larpe
siale incusnal plant in the Kingodom

beyond the exploration, procdsction.
re<fimang and shiping indrastrnciare

precesassdny bor the ol marked.
SAHIC, as a Saodi company fromm

Ll DSl pcher tlse chanrmeenshig of
Cifazl Ahclul Rahoman Al-Ciosaiid —
lechinorral, busiressariar, cliglomat &l

novelis once describesd as the “godiacher
ol mmernition. — BEnd the lamistsons fior

thiat imdustrial inlfrastructone,

Tonday, SAREC ks the workd's thiard-
higEesi clywenicals copmpany, with
aoffices armand the globe: and more thamn

B DO @ oS L S0 conires. I8
ks thie mest valuahle guadesd coempam iy

N e T e,
-
"

Back then, the hingdom was
improving on industriesin

ports o ther Arakian Coalf amad thee Bl
sest: Jubsal and Yaniu,

Both are now crackal pants of
thet Fianplom’s mmaclern #conomy,

andl ke tis the recenthy annousced
Mational Iwlustral Development and

Laosistics Program, which i to pall
im hondreds of lhons of dollars of

investmend to the Kingdom = anather
vital component of Yision 200610,

A e arly peiority for U cofmimsssie
when if was ot up nearly hall a century
Ao whak Do sTop e prctices of " [Erong™
at ol weells tharming off the gas prodsced
dhiring ol prodhecion, deemed e 1o be
e asnamic o el commiercial by

vy, Sanch Arabna hias a large and
Erowing gas incleseey. whilch it is using to

recluce the amenant af ol ased m domestxe

Pt presduction and, esemtually, for
large-scale export.
T SO ERom ™S popectE 2 e dn
exvamygde af another feature af Sauch
e CITHIC Al
irstlurstrial policy:
The siesll £ atbracd

imiernational
myvesimeenl and

parikcipation i cthe

Kingalom's plans.
The Arserican

conbrac s Hechitel

“'Ilirll i': 'Iﬂd H | [.ml'ﬂ"“ ml"lﬁ Corp., which plived

b thee Mickdlle: East throngh (s Tadawl
share lisdimg.
I is in the procass of realfirming is

ravots 10 the il B via Lhee 3570 bnlions

rerEeT with Arnmco, regande< as a vital
part of both the Biter's global market

listing plans and the Vislon 2030 sirategy
to further reduce ol dependency,

The oiher crucial element 1o E570s
e paolsey was thie Royal

Commipnassiony o Jubzaal el Yasibi,
which was set up in 15975 andd was the

firsl govermmment bocly to ok be plan a

natiomal industrial #conamy,
In Lhe 1800, the Exstern Provimoe vwhis

separabed Trom the Hikz by rosdless
Eracis al mhaspstahble dese, hnkeed by

Barebaulin trafls bast letle glse.

The commisson — whach 1s sl i
brigsfieees A8 a0 ecopisre anmd industeisl
planning and investment autharety —

Bkt Bl oo grarns o the Kineslons,
At frst with all papeeslines thad today

a hig rale in Aramoo’s

ey devehaprrenl,
wak il majer participans in the 19570
rojecls,

“Yankw and Juhail wore especially
sticressiul becanse they were buald
aroaincd am oll industry thist was already
siromr, saicl Walcl.

“Thry had secured international
poanpanses” partacipation in advanee,
II'II.'=:5[|:|-'I|!'II:'I.ILI_|.';]I]-LIii'|! Vi nes with
Aramcn, and thery had stromg anid

edicrenl inanaeensenl Troen the U5 Al
Sauii Arabia”

Althioueh he echoes ol 197058 eeommie
amdl Inclustrial podicy are strong in the
Visman 2000 sirabery, Wakl wams apgxinss
a direct comparison, malnky becigse of
the scale and tramsformabonal natore of

current plans
"some of the govemmend-sapported

progict= of that decade, especially Jubaidl
amwl Yanbu, became very successhul, Bat

[0°s rroll & A e, (s lural P T
Fsisiwreare e Ehien sl nioee,” shee saxiid,
“Basck U, Saml Acatda was
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Saudi Aramco now

b e e debrane e Kingsian's
Matiomal Dsy, i 1= an appariunidy

[ s 10 reliect oo ar
M hievemencs and bak Forward
Ly Ehser Tl e Limse Lhsier wiilh

remewed strength., resalve and
e e T .

For Aramecons i Sandi Arabia aid apoumd the
world — past amd present — thas National Day 1o
particular sl b & soapce of treme ndaous pirkde
ancl celehratson, It 15 even mere meandrpgial after

dngr Collec e st andd resodve wias e e
an Satwrday, Sepl. 14, when Sandi Aramco's o

procesadmg [aciliies at Abwgang and Ehurais were
attacked, cansing numeroas fres and signdBcand
dlarmage, lemporardy shutling deawn prodaction at

hath facilites,

Thas affectes] not ondy Aramoo’s aperalions
andl ounr Jocal communitses, it alen had & magjor
impadct an the global meregy markets, The attacks,

usingE missibes pnd dropes, are being comdermaped
intermationally as a sinke on the world's esvergy

ilrasarciure that seriowshy harts Use globs
eoonomy, which s already facing headwinds

W Gl choose when s wlisere am attack
milght take place, but what we can choose
15 By weer pesgronl. Ancd [ lave iever o
prouieT of low our peoplde responded, Car
nmmesthede, resalsent, and wmbed response o fhess
unprecedenited attacks was simply outstaridingg.
ancl essentiakly abowe and beyvond the ekl of

ardinary Inuman endeavor.
Mamy af mywy colleagues demonsirated

exceplicnal situational awareneas, courage anid
dedermination. [ would especially like to thank the

eI opeeralors amsl techinicuns, the lmebeliters,
aprrations and secarity persenned, as well as the
Ay sup o] arganissiins whoo worked 1o close
caortiination with Sasd Clvil Defense personnel
] povernameml amencies.

Every secomdd coumnits in moments [ike these and,
haal wee ot acted guickly 1o comitain the Rres anad

unbertake rapd restoratbon efforts, the mpac
ciil theer 0] market and the global sconomy weondd

e b far maore devastating This under] ises
wihy sambl Aramco is the mast important

COE PRIy 10 Hee workl
Thee resalbereee af cur comypany rests on thnee

stronger than ever

AMIN NASSER

Ll Owmr oSl precio s Pessoanoe — sar pesople ardl
the coimmaumities nearby — remained sale.

Folboradinge the atbaeks, toesber with sevecial
COrpHrale nmanagrement members, | vistbed our
brave colbesiaes in Abdggang ancd Khoraos and,

hiavim alse spolen to feam menybers acnoss the
company, 1 can emphatscally staie that oar people

ape stronEer than ever, And this exgtenads basorsl
the walls ol the comgkiny.

While the fires were g, we wene recedving
bats ol support, enoonragerment andl messages

O e L Crce onar Commiu e, redired
Aramcons, bodh in Saodi Arabaz and in ofher panis

ol thve woarlcl, acud akso ihe business commuanily —
wen adlered thedr immsediabe aasistance to pehablil
apud restone Lhee Tnculidees. This s a4 greal remimder
thiat Sauell Aramcn s part of & larger, much
siroaneer plohal ik

Resdlbemos and overcoming adversiy are
m o DNA, In o, produciaon at Kbnesns

resumed witlin 24 hours of e attack, Abgaig
provfcien reswmed soon afer, and procdoction

ol 5.7 million barrels per day will be resdored by
thie e of Sepdember. Naot a singde shiggmend to
ol international cosomets s Baen misses] o
rancrbed as a pesuls of the attacks, ard we wall
conylaine (o fullidl car mussion of prosadinge e
enerEy the workd needs,

The fires that were e maled 1o destroy Samli
Aramee had an unintended conseguence; They
galvamaxed P00 of s around a mussson to

reboiand gquiickly and conthdently, and Satdi
Aramaon has come out of This incident stronger

than ever.
ey demonsiraied that no ame can defeat aar

gL wWhinch waas wilnesseyl I'.l:r' Alirmister of Emengy,
Prinse Ahidul Aziz bin Salman, and Chairmnan of

mauchh Aramoa, Yasie Al-Humay yan, sl visiles)
Abapinigy after thee attacls,
Every o of us ax reguired o push ahead wath

resolve, hevanse the company ancd the Kingdomm
nees] v more Leam ever, [odeed, these inowdlents

have highlighted jiest ow much the world needs s
stroang and relablbe Saodi Ararmeo.,

It perbaps e greatest test we lve Bced,
many have not anly risen io the chalbengre, bl

e e Akl espectanions, showame Lse worlcl
the tre moett e of oor paeop e arid dhe valoe of aor

are slralemcally crocil 1o e sauac [Cnirhalios] paliars: Crr clechicated amd comami el COEEEnd, oer CuldiureE, and our commuarny, Asnd

AT N e w FreessaT

ccapEmy, then by a madem razd sysiem Imgercreingy o inchastries inowhich i hed peaple, our vast hydrocarbion resoirees, and oar e for 1his they hanee oar decpest respeect, acdmération
In Lthe: process, the commassion crealed an estalaisbed and prosen track reoord. warld-class calies and eguaprmsenl. I there s and gratinche,

two b inclastrial maritime habs oot of Vishan 2000 k= tryving te develep entinely a silver lindig o the black clouds that rose over n:‘::';‘:"':f'; z I wish cach of vou o wonderfisl and safe Natjomnal

whal had foormerly been deepy Bshang W areas.” Abggag and Khorads on that SatumBy meormangs, i 1= Fhn o PN ITHRS PR AT Iy celebrabon.

URGENTLY REQUIRED

SALES EREGCUTIVES

Cafididates must have 0103 yodors Suldosr sales £xparigncs with valid o o bo www Barab rnews o

CITYLINK

KSA drivirsg license amd transfarrabda lgama.

Walk-=in interviaw will ba hald in Riyadh at STGNTRADE Showrosm a4 SSavdiNationalDay 2015 o

Exit 12 {neit to CITY W Showroam) an 26 Sep, 2019 between 044 to 127+ | 50€ our Saudi National Day

vidao looking at life in tha
: Kingdom in the 1970s and
3! hiower recent reforms are taking

CITYLINK Group of Companies
wishes all the citizens & residents of KSA a

Happy National Day

Land [ Alr/Sea Loglstics/ 3PL M
) sz0001876 LD Anm

KEingdom of Sawedl Arabla

Jeddah - FI:I'||'-!|.l:tI'| - Ddammam
Yanbu - Madinah - Abha
Tabuk - Jizan - Sakaka

& www.Clgoc.com
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Pakistan Internatonal School

Al-Axiria, Jeddah
O Clie occassion of Che

Kingdom of Saudi Arabia National Day
Extend s Joyous Greetings io the
Custodliean af the two Holy Maosguoes
Hiz Roval Hizhness
Ring Salman Bin Abdul Aziz Al Saud

| and His Royul Highness
Priace Mohammed Bin Salman Bin Abdul Aziz Al Saud

(e INATIONAL DAY
SEPTEMPER I

23

amd to the Koval Familv aml the Groacioos Saudi people. - ‘I Wl "

Pakistan International School Jeddah o =) . T-I A

T Ud-Din A Makii Street, Al-Azizin District - Tek 672 4188 + Fax: 672 8750 RO, Box 7438, Jeddah 21462, K3A H-’j- = - IE.; e Aritad -
www.pisjazizia.com ingdom of Saudia Arabia
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& Fowthml on Tarki Al-Aenl 5%, imclkdas follorio dnnce, e muslc, an air sbom and feawarks, AR coedns By flane b=t

| '_:_l

Moor Mugall, Lojinn Ben Gassem,
Boadsma Hassoubah =i, 000

The siveets of Rivadh are

covered with the green
ol the Sandi national ag,

which lines the capital's
main highways.

On the occasion of
Sdudl National Day

SHPC offers
more than

60 %

for the EI.JIJEEI‘i[Jtiﬂﬂ {0 the
following publications

ithe theene cobor o al] ghe
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NMATIONAL DAY

HIGHLIGHT

Grean is the thema calor of all

Lha givmnts thal hdivs taken place
in Rlymdih from Sapt. 18-23 to

calebrate Saudi National Doy,

leve e oppoeTunaly e doediie
bdnod for Ring Fahd Medical Cify,

Ex bud bl dawin

There 1= alsoe an exbitbataon ad Fan-
araarsa Mall, where 13 archaeol o
el peerces from the pre-Islamic his-
bory of the Arabdan Pendnsals &
e clispliy. Yolungeers are at hamnel
o esplain the sdpnilbeanee af these

|:l:I-I'|'|':-i.
A [estival on Turkl Al-Awsl SL
includes Malklomc dance, live ma-

A capital
celebrates

Cireen is the theme color of all the events

e, BN adr sheew anad tireseorks, The
Diefense Minstry revealed special
esrEn s Iar the Arcrat iaking part
i thwer 3 sheow,

Artwork
Fesljvalmoers &= JEave the af:
portumdaty io make thesr awan art-
Wik A orks Iroen the Tuw'aig
AlorEmdains.

A sdiony 10 ed] = Frooam the 60 untid
thls moment™ leatures Sandl sangs

[roam Ehe 100 0 Ehe present day,
it the Prineerss Nourah Bing Abidul
Hahaman University Theater.

Ciely B oaple ol yYears gEo gt
wille bave Been rare 1o ses wom-
e CedeDratinE. Bul Wwhal wis ok
talsiio 15 mow thie norm, with wom-
e dervineE swith theilr frsemds and
famifies io the Festivigies,
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Then

- # The first general population = A royal decree creates
l!’ﬂﬂ “‘]70 census is conducted. Sabis, a Saudi diveraified
. s Saudi Arpbia’s first private & Launch of the first five- manufacturing company, to
au 1 sohool for girls, Dar Al- year Development Plan, = The Organization of Islamic  convert il byproducts into
Hanan, is founded in Jaddah  including investments Coopearation creates petrochamidcals,
( l by Prinoess Effat, with the in education and the Isiamic Solidarity
support of her husband, infrastructure, Fund and sets up « The Saudl Football
& Crown Prince Faisal bin the |slamic Bank for League is established.
Abdul Aziz, amdd a social sSaudi ) Devalopment, to be
ourtory, Arabia begins based in Joddah.
la participating in the | | l!,77
Arabian Gulff Cup, = Tha Council = Construction begins on
of Miinigters Juball Industrial City along
*The Riyadh ’ “  astablishes the Saud| Arabia's Guif const,
University for Women /'  Geneml Presidency now home to the world's
is opened as the Wr for Youth Welfare asan  largest producers of
first female college of L independent administration petrochemicals.
education in the Kingdam. | In charge of aport
it is later renamaed Princess * The Saudi Premier League
Mourah bint Abdu! Rahman for basketball is founded.
( : Unhvarsity, after King Abdul
a Arizr's sestor. ® Almaral, the
& Tha first TV broadonst n Arnbian Gulf's
Saudi Arabia is launched { biggest food
from the US Consulate l.)?l and boevernge
in Dhahran; *The Eye of » The Public investmant producer, is
O tl Ie the Desert” s broadcast Fund s created by royal founded by
in English and only to the dacres to inwest Funds for Prince Sultan
Dihahran area. the government of Saudi kin Mohammed
Arahia bin Sawd Al-
IB.F'T Kabsr, with Irksh
) brothers Paddy
& The Kingdom's first l!‘]72 and Alister
institute of higher education, e For the first time, Sawdi MoGuokian.
King Saud University, is Arabia sends athletes to
openad in Riyadh, the Olympics (four runners yos ” r;ﬂhni Ahdulaziz
' q participated in the Munich “Master Gas C r Seiance
FWhat( llilll#,'l"l[l B G Plan,” with natural gas tobe  and Technology Is
— used for power generating, established n Riyadh.
A ; e : Fpig g ® Tha nofislamic  and the founding of the "
When Crown ]. rnce | Nl G et et o Il 1978
Mohammed bin Salman Jeddah to strengthen the ~ and Yanbu,
. salidarity and cooperation »Jimamy Carter becomes
pledged to bring back aemenyg mmmber states 1976 the second US president to
visit Gaudi Ambia, arriving in
moderate Islam, he « The satallits apsrator Riyadh,
P | e : lﬂm Arabsat is founded by the %
referenced a time before the e Lo Ara g, swith Sxil
e ke AETOTO Falie to the US and other  Arabia as the main backer.
developments of 1979 halted e o
the hingdom's progress in the 1873 Arab-lsraeli SULEMICE, TN e,
' o « Tha lBunoch of Aramoao TV, m.“u'mgﬂH mh prewiously in black and
with a wider broadcasting quadruple. white, beging color
range that reaches Al-Hofuf broadoasting in
andi Arahda was on a roll ::fﬂmummmﬂm:::h Jadckah and Makkah,
in the 19705, enjoying : o z .
the social and caltural ARG el g, :i*;“d‘ Sehintas partoipets
@ Montreal Ohympics and = Saudi Arabia begins
developments that had for the first time in the Pan  competing in the
hegun in the previous 1w Arab Qames, Aslan Games.

decades, and buoyed by the
rising price of oil and the Kingdom's

ITranian Revolution in February,

1960

first Development Plan. * A royal decree approves
But 1979 changed everything. publio eduoation for girls;
Saudi Arabia took a conservative echoals are sstablishad in
Riyadh, Makkah and other

turn, prompied by two events: the sitias

which brought Ayatollah Ehomeini
o power, and the siege by religious
extremists of the Grand Mosgue

1962

& The non-profit women's

A

Tha first expansion of tho
in Makkah. As Crown Prince :wll iriuilml h:;i:’:f:'-ll Em“d :mnrm
Mohammed bin Salman told 2017 Effat and & nurmber of which began under the
Future Investment Initiative: “We prominent Saudi women. rule l:rl"lﬁu':ﬁmld.l:
were nol like this in the past, We cempleted, including four
only want to go back to what we I[’(—i:} naw minaryts.
P . : F al £ ®
were, the I'I'Il.'l'l.:ll.l_ullll.'.' Islam that is o The Council of « The flag of Saud|
open to the world, open to all the Milnlsters approves a Arahia is standardized,
religions ... Amnd guite frankly, we project to establish with a slightly more
will not waste 30 yvears of our lives in talevision in the Kingdom. condensed version of
dealing with extremist ideas ... We the Shahada inscription
want to live a normal life, a life that ;J:“ H'F“’h::u':;:::““' SIRER WO
translates onr mmi:-r:uh- religion, 0 4 Hn:-uF:E ) Ig-l-l
our gooed customs, s e R e d
A that s what has happened. volleyball, basketball, & Richard Nixon is the
Under Vision 2030 and a Qurry of firet LS President t;;h“
life-altering developments - movies BARE Aralen, meat
and concerts, greater freedom lor {p'ﬂhl Imnll ITHIHIE;_]" i
O, fitness ll:n :'-Il:"hllllll'-.l.. L0 mame s King Faisal ap s tha : :
Just a few - the Kingdom is on a first national telovision s Tha US-Saudi Arabian
trajectory back to the future. broadoast, a reading of the  Joint Commission on
Qur'an, amid protests from  Economic Cooparation
consarvatives. s sot up.
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# Deputy Crown Prince
Mohammed bin Salman
urnveils Vision 2030, a road
map for Saudi Arabia's
future.

s The Saudi Cabinet approves
a new law restricting

the religious police from
guestioning, pursuing or
arrasting viclators; thay
miust instead report theam
ta the police or anti-
narcotios officors.

& |n one of the
first public musio
parformancas

i mauy yoars,
Mohaammmed

Abdo performs

IRANIAN
REVOLUTION

JANUARY 22
= Shalh Maohammad

® Kariman
Abuljadayed s the

Reza Pahlavi and his first Saudi woman e Giga-
wife loave Tehran o compets in the projects are

: 100-meter event at launched: NECM
FEBRUARY 1 the 2018 Summer a $500-billion
= Ayatollah Ruhofah Clympics in Brazil. megaoity in the Tabuk
Khomeini returms to lran region, and the Red Sea
fram axile In France, ;,:.h' General '“'“H‘:':i’ tourism project (right].

Ertertammmesnt
FEBRUARY 11 the Genaral Sports » Saudi state schools
* Khomeini officially Authority are established y announce that they
ASELMEas powesr whan troops by royal decrea, g ¢ will offer physical
loyal to the shah surrender ¢ education classes for
¥ famale students,

20174

# King Salman appoints
Mohammad bin Salman

==y

4 #At the Inawgural
i, Future Investmaont

FEBRUARY 186
® bran's revodubsenary
authorities start axecutions

of leading supporters of as crown prince of Indtiative in Riyadh,

tha shah, incheding four top Saudi Arabia Crown Prince Mohammed

generals bin Salman pledges a retum
to moderate kslam,

NOVEMBER 4

® LIS ambassy in Tebhran &

stormed by rmnian students J('ls

who taks 52 Americans e Foamale Fans are allowad

hestage, doemanding the to attend football matches

axtradition of the shah for the first thme in Saued|
Arabia the match »ms

Al-Ahd va. Al-Batin
in Joddah on
Jan, 12,
# The Saudi Stock Exchange e

N appolnts a woman, Sarah Al-

Suhaimi, as chasrrperson for
the firat time.

=

SIEGE OF
MARRAH’S
GRAND
MOSQUE

NOVEMBER 20
= A waell-organired group lad
by Saudi miltant Juhayman 4
Al-Citaibd storms the Grand f
Mosquae with weapons
smugFled in goffins and
viahiclas using mambars
pratending to be there to
pray. Al-Ctaibl ls a membes
af Al-Jaman Al-Salafiya
Al-Mubtasiba (Salafl Group
that Commands Right and
Farbbds Wirong), which
is angered by Western
social influsnce, womean's
prosence in the Saudi
workforcs, TV and othar
Issuas. Worshippers are
prevanted from leaving after /
the anncuncemeant of a [
takeower over a microphons. I
Hostagaes are forced to |'
plodge allegiance to the F
group's leader, Mohammed
bin Abduallah Al=-Qahtani, Al-
Otaibt and their followsrs,

DECEMBER 4
& Tho ssepae lnsts for two
waeks ond ends after an
intervention by Saudi spacial
forces and thoawr allies,
laaving hundreds dead,
mcludmg Saudi offwoers,

Video

* (w0 B0 woans arabnews corm
S SoudiNationnl Cay 200 to
gae our Saudi National Day
video looking at fe in the
Kirggdom in the 1870s and

saldiars and -::-r-.-ilr'r-:_ms: L ki ok v

well as Al=Cabtani and : .

hia follovwars. Al-Otaibi ks A6 TSN SaLich Arelom
s back to the future,

arrpsted and noecutoed on
Jan. 8 1880.
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= Ending a 365-year ban
on cinemas, the first

commercial movia theater toarrist visas
opans in Riyadh with are granted
a soresening of "Black \
Panther® on April 18. = The
WWE's
& A ban on Saudi women Royal
diriving is lifted on June 24, Rumbla
takes place
= An anti-harassment law, at Jaddah's
approved by the Shoura King Abdudiah
Council, recaives praise from Sports City In Jaddak,
araund the workd. beginning a H0-year
partnerahip with

= King Salman launches the General Sports
plans for Qiddiya, expacted S & Authority,
to be the world's largest = 8

s 201
# Tha Culture Minkstry, = s s« Crown Prince
haaded by Prince Badr bin Mohammed bin Salman
Abdullah bin Mohammed launches & mega tourksm
bin Farhan Al-Saud, is project in AlUla which
astablished (right). will inchude a resort

designad by renawnod
French architect Jean

Mouvel and a nature
resarnye dubbed Sharaan.

parmit,” which will
allow foreign nationals to
wark and live i Saudi Arabia
without a sponsor, offered to

highly skillad expatriates and
ownars of capital funds,

« By roynl decree, Saudi
woarssn no longer requine
parmeEsalon from a male
guardian to travel or

obtain a passport.
& Al-Ahsr Oagls 5

designated a UNESCO
Waorld Haritage sita,

e A Eneup of superstars
parform in concerts across
the Kingdon: Mariah Caray,
Janet Jackson and 50 Cent
in Jaddah; Andrea Booelli

in AlUla (balow); Pitbull and
Akon in the Easterm Provinca.

» 'Weam Al-Dakhesl bacomes

the first Sauds woman to
anchor the main evening

naws an Saudi TV,

= Enrigue Iglesias, Amr Diab
and the Black Eyed Peas are

among tha first intermational
performars at the Formula E

= High—profile sports events
include the kallan Super Cup
batweesn Juwermbus and AC

Millar; Fight Night between
world boning champion Amir
Khan (left}and Billy Dib; and
the largest Battle Royale n

WWE history.

® Lubna Al-Olayan becomes

tha first Saudi chairsoman
bo run a Sawdi bank, a

marger bebween Alawaml
and Sawdi British Bank.

About the cover

London artist | Al im known
for his retro collages, which have
nppeared aoross a range of media,
from magarines such as “G0" and
newspapers such as The Sunday Times
to the window displays of Harvey
Michols. For an animated version of
hig cover for Arab News, featuring
nostalgia from 19706 Saudi Arabia,

g0 to www arpbnews. com/
SaudiMationalDay 2018

Roadto 2 50
For the latest news on Saudi Arabia's

transformation, visit the Arab News
website — which has a dedicated

Road to 2030 section tracking
the reforms underway.

www.arabnews.com/road2030






