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1,849,817

Total number of pllgrims
who have arrived in

the Kingdom

SACRED JOURNEY

Dreams
become
reality on

road to

Makkah

T'he nites and rituals of the Hay

pilerimage offer a unique opportunity
for worship and spiritual renewal

Arnb Mewmn Nsklknb

Al Muslims dream of making Haji
af least omece in thedr e Sl
auitserities are @eiring reasdy
hiost naearly 2 mdlfion pilgrims
W edve pesoeives] theie TEx|
permits and are about {o make
Ulseir dregios conse roe. Eacls veal
the Saudl govermmeent provides
Farilities anc w=rvices (o enalbile
piigrims to perform their mtnals
wilh ease and iranauility.
Cusstoctiam of thee Two Holy
Moo, hing Salman, recently
pisavgrurd e s Guests of Gosd
Servaor Program, which features

G Chan B0 iniflialives,
inchiding managemeent of Saudi
i haescdozical and culloaral Aites

RELIAT

Hajj begims with [lram

|stmte of rituad purity) for

all gilgrims, PMlgrims start
thair Haji at a Migat, There arne
five Mawageet {plural of Migat]

BralFore thny can rasch Maklaah,
Thare they wash, wear their

whits clothes (fhram), pray snd
rabon the intentan to mabes thes

Maj (niyyah), before getting
to Mikkah, Thiy start making
Talblah [saying: "Labbaikn

Al burma Labbaik')
Adahn made Makkanh a &ncood

and halloesesd city that hosts

1 enrich pilgrims” experience.
Crepr 100,060 secuinity personne]
Are eEpecied o overses Lds yesr’s
Hajj o ensure pilgrims safe access
fo the faly sibes,

Moare thian 32,06 hisadich

specilists wiall proyvede hesdith
Carm serviees io this vear's Gaests
o Crod, Palgris will recene
MeeCE ESALY VRCCnes &t entry
chechpoints to ensure theic
wiell-being. Tl Healih Mingstry
dlelivesreo] more than 360 000
0 B VACTETE doses and 50,000
inflix¥nza and meningitis vaccine

dhoses o doimnesne palerinss and
st of Makkah amd Madinah

lasd Bag) seasos. TEe mpni=iry as
made 12010 hospeial and medical

e ElErs pesdy 10 serve pileraims

Hiz housa, =o it shouldn't ba
mnterad axcapt in 6 specific
manner which implies glarfying
Eod and surrandering ta Him
Tharafara, thas Almighty rulad
that myone wanting to visst

Hes gplarifiad Hauga Ffor Hajj or
Umrah must enter the state of

Ihrmm From apacific places that
ha is not permitted to

pass without lhram
T Mawagpnat surmourdd The
boundaries of Makkah from

marth, sauth, st and wesk, and
ara on the path of plgrims who

coma froem all ower the worid
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A step-by-step guide to Hajj

How Muslims perform the rituals of the Hajj pilgrimage to Makkah

Migat

Filgrims must be in a state of
a5 they
prepare to leave from "Migat' or
from thelr accommodation in

‘Taram,” or rtual purity

Makkah

They are obliged o don simple
ne, with men weari

reathing but two sheets o
unsown cloth and a palr of

clothi

slippars.

1,736,492

Mumber of pilgrims
witii nrerwind By air

Source: Arabnews, com, Wikipadia

LA M MLDSCIE
Whan pilgrims reach
Mk hah, they head to
Ehe Holky Mascue ard

elrcha Kaaba saven times [Tawal),
starting with the Black Stons.
Thiy wilk Coairybar-clodhowisa s
that the Kanba stays on thelr eft

This is the Taesaf of imrah for
thasa perfoarming the Tamatiu

Hajl irites of Hajj ard Umrah), and
tha tasml all Bl el for s
parfarming the Hraad type (only
parforming the ritas of Hajji or

Quran type (pecforming tha rites
of Mag and UWmirah, also knoreen

a5 mencr Hag this typa Soean't
raquie animal saorifios}. Plgrims
ard tham raquirad te pra next

to the lbrahim site when they

comphlte sayven ciegles,
Aftorvwands, thary undertabie

Ea'e, which means “seeking” or
“rituad walkking.” This rite cenalats
af walking seven times batween
tha hills of Safs and Marwah,

LM A

Oy thas First disy oF
Haj) [sighth day of
Dhu'l-Hifjwh), pilgrims
Paad to Mina, nasr Makhkah,
whera they spend the rest of

the clay, whiich s knoeen ais the
Diay of Tarmakryah. Hare, tha
Sawdi govermmant provides
amlnitiag, includng thousands
of asr-gondithoned tents offering
mmporary howsing for pilgrinmms,
On the first night, no major rituals
tmke place, =0 pilgrims spand
thigir T praying and reflecting
with other pilgrims. In Mina, men
and worman stay in sapasate
tmnts, which ara looated
widmcent o mach ather,

Aaam

-.l 1

L Par

-
- -
mE

= J ".' L L 1‘

i Ly 1. i I ‘ "I;E:I
T SR T
A PO b
- C i H‘. e .-.:._.l:l-_ ey e
' .* . ' .'..I . .|| 4
B IR A e T

'I."_l- F,
!r:.l ] I"| in
.F ’

il

wiheeh a@re 1o the sowth end narth
of the Kaaba, respectively.
Qrigirially, Ehes was oo
putdoors. but today the path s
enclaaad n o alary, Filgrirms
resoite pragers, [moluding:

*0 Allahkl | mtend to parformm saven
resinsds af Sa'e hotwean Salfn and

Marsaah to please You. Makes it
hay Tar me ard scoegt i1 from
me." Al ritumls performed in the
GErand Masgue are dons barefoot
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wize seven times inwhat Is

17,250

Number of pligrims
who rrivisd by smik

Grand Mosque

O arrval in Makkah, worshippears circle the Kaaba counter-glock-

od, hera | aml®

After complating Sa’e, those
prarforrmirg the Tamaitu byps of
Hij| shave their heads twice =
omnceE after the previows rites snd
agpin aftar tha armal-sacrtics
ritual. Men have thair hoir sither
iergHataly shaved o trirmmad
though shaving |s prefarred.

Howmyper, & rman may not want to
hinve his hosd shaved complotely

during the Umrah if he plans to
corgHati tha Hal) fitds in tha
next fierw days, which also include

shawre 'Wormen doé not haye
thise heacts &havid, bt instand

out a lock of hoar or haes their
Fipsr trimimad]. ATtar Rl -cutting,
Umirah = ocerolete and the
ragtrictions af Ilram ara iad.

Pllgrims can return to their
narmal activites, Howaver
iff & pilgrin is parfiorrming the
seoond and third type of Halj:
ifradd o Qiran, than the Fair-
gutting ritual |s delayed after
tha animal-sacrifics past

1
b

AL 2F
96,075
Mumber of pligrirms
wiha arrivied by land

r
r

v as ' Tawarf,

_..P'ilg;rims recite “Labbayka allahumma Labbayk,” whioh means “Here |
' am at your servica, O

ARAFAT

G the aecdnd day af
Haj| {ninth day of Bul
Hij_iE|.||:|I prilfgrirns traval
to nearby Mount Arafat. Pligrims
aompleta Dhubr [noon prayar)
and Agr lafternoon privear),

and stay thers supplicating the
Abrmighly arsd asking Him For
farghvenass and mercy until

the sun sets,
It s narratad that the

Prophet said: "Haj s Arafa.” it =
tha day of Diaa'a [supglicaton]
arnd Dhikr [rememibrance of
Alah|, arnwhich Slah griclas

His Angels on His pilgrims and

fargive tham
Thi Praphat is reportad to

have said: “When the day of
Argle comas, Alleh descands
to the heovans and prides the

argels on His sarvants, He
says: ‘Look at my sersants;
they came to Ma from
awary vallay, uvmashad and
unoombed. Ba withass that
I b Foegrivan thawm,”

-

30,000

Mundernl spocinfists
wihi prayid s health core

sArvicos to plgrETS

| ""I - Mina
Tha first day of Hajj is the 8th of

Dul Hijgah; pegrims set out for
hina the same day and stay the

right.

Mina

reprasents the devil,

MLULDALIFAH

Aftar surdown,

pligrems head quietly to

Muzdokfah, betweaen
Mina ancl Arafat. Thara, Ehay
offer an evening prayer to God
{ Mgt and laha) and spand
ther night slesping on tha ground
barmath the opan sky, 0 tha
migerting, pillgrims gathar pebhias,
whioh thay will use in the stoning
ritisal Wt i the digy. Thery epsand
the night in Muzdalifah as the
Prophet — pascs be upon
him = ded unvt® dasvn Howsawar,
it s permissible 1o lmaue
Murdaiifah after migdnight.

AAINA AR TN

Eafore they saim finas,
pligrims head back to
Mirm 1o ke pat o a
caramony meant to symbolze
staning tha davil, Pilgrims thros
REVEN consRcutive pebbles at

a special stones morumant
chllied tha Jarmral Al-
Agabah. This ceremony 4

an b crveded, tanse
nnd amotiannl T

eldarly, childran,
gicH ard Injurac
are disoournged
Frem taking part
Instead, they may

pesformm this Eater in
the avening, o hawve

i fri=nd or confidant
prrrrm tha ritual on i
behalf. After stoning, man

shawa their heachs swhils seoeman
ciit el af thiow b, Thits s

called tha mimar ( Tahaliul), which

riToR S Aall tha imiitaticans af

Ihram, axcapt saxual interoourse.
AFter the etarng ntual, it s

On tha 10th of Dul Hijjah, thay

return B Mina 1o throw séaven
pabblas at a stona pillar that

| B

Ry -_-I"*
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After Arafat, pilgr

180

Mumber of ambulanoes

ARAB NEWS Fricay, August 9, 2018

Hajj2010 &4

155

Mumber of health

e it

SAUDI
L] ARABIA

Riyadh =

« Makkah

ims head to Muzdalfs, located between Mina and

Arafat, to pray and sleep, and then leave before sunnse,

necassary to offes ananimal
ARcrifce 1o God, Im the past,
each pilgrim did this individually;
hervsdnir, taclay, it & maich Mo
caommopn for pligrims to simaly

purchose a sacrifice vouchar
Aftar sallng vouwchers, gualified

_ persomnsl wil saorifice a
larnds for mach pilgrim (o
a camel for every Seven
! pilgrima), butcher tha
mnimals, package the
mmat, and sk it o

-—n'-_— Misslim CormeErmunibas

workasda to feed
Eha poor
Animal spcrifioe

can be done at any
point on the T0OEh,

Tith, or 12th day of
Dl -Higah, This ritual
pommamorates Prophaet

Ibrahim's reaadinsss to sacrifice
his sam, bafore he was meploced
by & lamb, ard symbalizes
Ehve B ligvars’ submigsian (o
God. The meat is sharad owt,
aspecElly among the meady,

Arafat

On the 9th of Dul Hijjah,
pllgrims leave Mina tor Arafat

batora midday and offar
prayers until sunseat,

GHANLD WMOSEE
Filgrims than po 1o the
Harmm to make Hacdah
Tawaf, folowed by Sn'a

if theny have ot mads tha Ba'a
aftar the Arrival Torseaf.

Wioirshippars caturn o Mings
to spend the threa nights

of Tashresaq and throw tha

phblas it s racorded that tha
Prophet slept all three nights

in Mina and i nol rueh into
leaving. However, If somaone
s bsy 0 lagnes sarly . e should
throw tha pabblas on tha 13th
day and leave Mina bafors

sunsat. IF tha sian sats Bafons b
leaves, e must sleep the third
rnight in Mina. But if e procescds
o leave Mina and the sun sets
on his way out, but he has ot

left Minm yet, he does not hawve
ko stay thee night,

JUsE @8 in tha Limirah, tha Hng
mecjuiras pldgrims to parform the
Tawal and Sa'a rituals at tha
Kanha and the nearby hiks. The

ritucale @re parformed assandally
idertically to the way they are

parformad during tha Limrah,
but it s stromngly recormesanced
that thess cersmonie=s be done
gy afber thes staning, sacrifea,
and halr-cutting rituals. After

campleting the TaewsF and Sa's,
plgrims are redaased from

theeir state of |hram and may

rasurmd B activities that sare
prevjously prohlbited. At the end
of thair third day, plgrims relurm
to Mina and spend the night
thers in proyer

5,000

Mumber of bads

BE CONNECTED

Arab News Hajj
app explained

Whatitis

The Arab News

Ha|| app s a

froa smartphaons
application designad
to help pilgrims
wiRitig Sl Arabin

to perform the holy
ritieals, it offers

esgential iInfarmation
and contact detnoils
rg@ded diering: thesr
spiritual jourmey.
This yaar's varsion of
tha app, endorsed
anca mars by the
Muslind Warld Lengne,
oomes with a new
dasign that provides
an improwved user

sxperimnce. Enhancad
foatures Inchuds

liwa news updatos
and the signature
‘Pilgrim Tracker,’
wihich anghlos
warshippers to
conneact with theair

What it does: Mamn

VE i =

k4 PILGR®A THACHER

@

ELFID

Erel Vew ol arbd prua
B wrwis o Pk =0 =0 e
Hi'm s o ew

i

lovird anves back home
The ne'w features give
pilgrims tha optian

Ea ligtan b varass
Fram tha Qur'an, to
whe i degetal Oibin
Ccomipass and activats

o raml-tme currsncy
converter to heldp

o procass thsir
pRyTrEnta.

features

Filgrim tracker

IF you pet lost in

the crowd of Haljj
pilgrims, thore is no
naed to panic, This
feature allows you
to track and check
on frimnds and fumily
while parforming
Hajj. Each usar ks &
unigue code that can
b shored with thair
lowad anes to let them

know whera they are.

Haj information

All you nEadd 2o know
about Holl rituaks. Koy

nformation such as

dpily prayer tirmes
and weather updates

can alss be found
under this featurs. It

alwo has mpartsmt
contoot dotalks of

all ambassias and

athvipr uaful numbars
such as hotels and

régataurants Tha
feature alens shows

Latest news

Pllgrims no longer
i 1o worry abaut

grabbing newspapars
ar chacking anling
newe autlets wihils

parforméng Hagdj. All
tha lxbmat stories
and dewelopmants

frgm aur taam of
journalists covering

Hajj will be Bsted
i cletall under

this featwra.

App Store for 1085 o

wdoy .. B |

Download free from the

L b B o R

o P omgomimn oy

L™

b ol

Pl ol iy

pilgrims the neaarast
hospdtals, trakn
stations and Grand
Maosgua gates,

Media gallery

Im this sadiian,
W Suppdy you

with phatos and
videos from round

Muokhkah, Madinah
and ths

holy shtes =0 you
o not miss & Lhing

r

Google Play for Android
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The pednt of the exercise is o
nelnzle with everyvone out there
Ll e ryoas® s U sime, Noe
oaee shotidid beabove anvone.
Zakarin Murshid
e HAaj miimesss’

- -

HAJdd 201

In51ghts ol a pilgrimage veteran

A tormer volunteer paramedic and guide says visitors should immerse themselves in the experience

Hala Tashkandl =iy

As o child of Makkah and
a regular visitor to the
Raaha since before he was

H weirs ke, o omae knows
the crowunds of the Grand

Maosqgque bstter than Zakaria
Murshid. He fold Arak

Mews he has performed
FEag) = muay b L0 Cimes,” bal

probably more,

Growing up i the culy, Murshsd
volunicered with various argani-
Zalioms o Lve oourse of naaiy
Hajl pllgrimages.

Ble s e a vodumdeser

paramsrdic, a mutopwwil (someane
wheiy leasls palgrims inthe tradi-

tiopal rites and prayers of Hajj ams
Umrahl amid a geide. Bat 86-vear-
Ol Mursbacl 18 specis] in one msee
very personal way for me: He s
iy pranddfachser,

When 1 was groswring wp, he
ol regsile e wilh has tales
of Hajl, I recall playing with one
ol his ohl hooks that wioneld
pop up o becomse a minl replica
ol the Raaba, which my sikblamgs
and [ wonld circomambalate
while repeating the prayers he
LaEhl us

He weonhd tedl us stores af
et you ool ondy really
cxperenee in Makkah: Two
prlgrims who speak dilferer
bansEnages having an entine
comveErsiion wilhoul any wiards,
or seeing palgrims from all aver
the warld come tosgether to help,
support and profect cach other

It 1% the miost nodsde thime a
hiirman can oo, hie told me, and
I ey o beeliewe i as the years
el A

Alurshul was keen to perform
Hxyj vesarly, amd misde sure sacl
il his chilifren wend on thear Grsi
prlprineege as soon 48 ey were
old enmigh. Even when he mayved

Lakarip Murshs v Gpod 26 has

worksd ns a voluntrar parsmadc, -
guide and o mutawwif {somesane who

ke e piETired In the tracktionad rites
mnd prayers of Hag and |Jn1.|-.l]1:l.

ter Bryvadh an the 1960%, he tousk His
[amily 1o Hall almcst @very year
Chver the years, Marshad's abalety
to perform che pilgrimage vearty
ha= dwinddied {or a member of
MeAsHs,
Assdle fram Gactors such ns

Fge-pelated ealih proddems, e
iiel 15 has hecome much hareler

[ preopale Loy preclorm Tagy aok the
spuar of the moment,

"1 vl B e Lhial voun conhE
Juest adrive to Makleal and perform
Hap on vour o, The regulations
have gotben moch stricter as of
late,” b maiel.

Noweabass you canoot pserform
Hap withoet a permit, and
wirre@isterec] pal@Ermns facee
helty fimes and misk deportation
o gl

Also, the Sandi government will
ol s ) visas 1o imdivmd-
vals whe hinve: performed the
palgrimape m the [asl five years.

But Murshid does think there
are benelts to this, "Bestrcbinge
the nmbeer of pilgrims each yem
gves meore people a chanee b
o Tor Chee Jirst dimse,” he aaid.

"1 consider myself lncky b
liave Been abile to perform Hajl
a0 meany mes, That was a bang

Cieme g, Rowese . THEEs ane
different oy, ancd mavbe for the
berter,”

Blansa, pateh our tenis ancd @o
along with the crowead.

When 1 wiss a Voning

e heelor, B Eranvel in thie
hack ol an ambulancs
with the Ked Crescend

FASTFAC TS

& Haj| takeas about 3-5 days
and acaura an the B-132th of
Dhu Al-Hijjah month of the

lsdamis calandar,

& Pilgrims stay at Mount Arafat,
than mMava to MuzdaliTah and

Mino, where they perform the
ataning retisal &t the Jamarat.

# Almost 2.4 million pillgrems
performed Hajj in 2018,

® Hajl is tha fifth of tlsa Fivae
Plllars of kslmmm.

& Far avery Mushm, pecfonming
Hajj at least onos in their
lifatime in abligntery if thay are
physically fit and finanoially able.

& Mole pllgrims are roquired

to dress in two whits sheats,
Waimian can waar aorival modast
and clean clothas.

o o along willi Lhs s Lany -
willeen,” Murshild =agd

"When I marmied, my wile,
¢huibcdren and T would go with
fmmly. We'dd get our trasty pickag

Lo

al Iruch, pile the tents and eguip:
ment 10 the: back, and drive fram
= Rivadly 1o Makhkah
'.'. "We'd perform the nides.

_ el Len wisacked, amd things were
l'".l.*l]llll.l:"i]]"l.kl'ﬂll't‘lillﬂf e IH'I“I: et defimitely harder back then
when they seek ultra-luxurious w * Transprortation, for example. 1
Cacilities and lodgings. wolg dddnt have a car, you had

] b walk everywhiene”
: During his most recens
' Hayqj, be was stuck betweesn

Arafat and Mima aned
had 10 2=k a stminger

with & all-terrain
vehieele b take ham

hack 1o Mina as he
crneld ol make the

ponrme di ol cloe Lo
s e,

b i e,
"We umesd to pust deive ag b

AP |
;..;_- -#"-"'. .. ¥ '

“That, [ior o, 18 e sl ol
Hajl — thiat kimadness and wilbing-
ess Lo e ok O ome's way o a

stranEer,” Murshid saic,
He applaoded the povermment s

effarts to maks the pilprimage
pasier. wiih oew introdbuecisens
pich as the train system, the
prEanized e Horts of heensed Hajpg
campabgns, and the renovarioms.
il thie mosgue pronnds and other

Facikifies,
Hut Murshid is also nostalgic

alwil Ll ol sirigEEles of Hagl 1n
Fiis v, peopbe are missing the
poanl af e experence wihen they
e i wlima-luuriones Escibicles andd
[

“The podnt of the exercise 18 o
sirple, fo mungle with everyonss
ot theere antl] everyons is the
s he saiel.

“Todp o A loakd Be aboss
anyome, We need towaork harder
L iy the expserbence ior
PR,

My grancBallser has per fornaed
Hajl mnore times than anyane B
ko, Biat hee siiel bBe waualc o ae
agEn in & heartbeat (F he ool

“LHayg o ke nothing else in the
warkd,” he ssid, “The Closeness
v el b Aldladh, ihe

e ledge thar sl of voar
efhoris amd exeriions are pleasing

Him, and knowing that at the
enc of the ardeal all your sans will

I o lesinsed] st sou 1l Bae as vod
v Ehe day vou were born —
Lhose are my favorile Thamgs aboul
Haii~

Murshil offeredd acdvace 1o
theet all-female Arab News (eam
perfomuang the mlgrimagge thas
vear, “Sthek together, thle care of
pach odher bt aboave all, immerse
voarselves knthe experience,.” he
=578

“Fiagj is tee moss heaotilol
thing vyl ever take part in, And

ks Claal vou'ne making us
all pronwd.”
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Haj)
through
history

['he annual
Muslim
Dilgrimage of

Hajj 1s an Islamic
practice more
than | 400 vears
old that holds an
incomparable
spiritual value for
Muslims when
performed during
their lifetime. The
vancements

in technolog
and security have
considerably

ased the burdens
on pilgrims and
their families.

ELCLUSIVE

INTERYVIEW

Kingdom open to Qatari pilerims

MAChnmenod &1-Kinamd P ok

saudil Haj) and Umrah
Yimisd er . Machaimomaead

Salih Bentin sald Qatars
citizens know that the
Ringdom is open to (hen

and they are welcome tio
visik.

In an exclusmer interyveew wiih Arah
Neas, Beninn =il “We Bave callod
thee (mtart Hap massion to come

ke all cdber Muosdim oougilrses.
Wi askeid themn o the -.'!-:|l|'-.'I|1|

nurm b of plerume. When the bme
HE RHRTT Lhe nEmesTieivls Coimh I:|'.-|'!.
did ot o s S0, we conld not knowy
who thelr Boensed Hali apencies
woere, = Armabaz then LEnanched
swhehsites Tor the QEIArss 10 reEisie
arel hoese hetwern the available
STV, WY e Wt surprised (D see
that the link was bdockex] by Do,
"Despmle i presssanes a1 Sl
borodbverrs who wanghd Bke to perlorm

Han, they wicdersiind thal Saod
ATabia 1= e Do Cheame Adrgarts,

camps and secvices are all availkable.
Thes are wWielonese,

Achiiressane b= Finecloan's
prepargiEomns lor the Half weason,
the minister =aid: “There  are
OVeT AMEO0O0 peagde WorhamE o
plgrims froen both the poebldye and
EHT e s g

Hi adldexd that im Makkah, prepa-
radions are nrlensalbsd o puarantee
A &5l CEIVERHIEC N

“All Makkah culcrens are delishite
MIRTIME e [0 thesr
cily. They do oot expenence any
cheaHT o IralTe aaigeEiEan This
coalel nat happen withont  owr

FIs e

prredicient effores o ceal vty nege
murrm s off peopde,” Bepbin sad,
“Tlw Maxkalhh Rowte liibalnie
helps paerimss organize Hajl proce-
dures m feir countres  withioal
needling to vislt the Sandi Emhassy,

The service ol pilgrims runs in the blood ol all Saudis, says H:

Thesir FBighi= 10 Sandi Arabia are
siemelar o A choamesine Oiechit, Theee
A EF BOERITICTIHTS &S :.-.|I'||.;' A= I|I|':|'
are oly commpe G perform their
el o s duties,” be achbed

"Even  sesemerrs who e
ol MOIVELIE O eI
loanges rredy enpoy swch services
Cance teedr planes armive, worship
pers fake busss directy 1o dbeir
reshdlerrces, Ty O Bl e e
io wast for their laggage, There are
workers sl Gake Lhiedr Isimsiee (6
Maklcah” Bendin said.

The  munEber  dscassed Lhe
smart Hall plathorm. which offers
| v serveces Lo help pilerims,
I luding an anline elesranic visa
applecation prrodess. “The platborm
alen Inclyicke s a smaart Hak A ihial
halds a pelegrim’s personal, medical
ancl PeouEmy informatoas 10 Can
he guackly resd using edectronee

350k+

prraple dird warking
fram differant sootars

to amrve Haj) pigrirmes,

Hayj »oourity
Yorosa haee
affirmad that

pd s s&Tety
Are] asCUnty e
rud linp, strussmg
That they won't et
arrpthing chesrups
Lheawn. =5

SUANMEeTs, The Cand aleo prosyHbeS
sislance o worshappers  wi
die Hiel anid oapirnes eriy 1o Hag)
irmis" hee sai.

The mmEnkster skl thad dwe Roval
Commission for MMakkah City and
[Taly Sates 18 developime tise hoody
sites 10 acommmeddabe as o many
b as  possible. TMakkah
has a limated capacity, Hoswever,
paiEtarne gy 1= a ocimpabele syvsdem
COANTIRIE CNryY  [HHS, ym b e
m Makkah, A, Muoxiihh and
Wi where over 2 mnxdll FH PHARTEINES
mather for stomng  the piliars.
The Hioldy Mosdjie sl=o s & sorct
capacyty,” he saicd.

"We mesasine U rae ol =ahs-
Gactnn through the Goests of Cindd
g vicE Programme Tleere are also
mdicatars o meassre perbormance,
welwre resuills speecilee 1o TRy are
subimitted 1o the reomomoe aounsel,

|| munister

Moreover, U Nalional Cente
for Performance Measuremiend
repards aboual the perlormamnce al
houlies workbing during the rellgions
qeganiry, Benlan nieled.

He sakl hils MMy |5 wWiWking
wiih theewe imiependeni enbibex (o
mesesiare §hwe matlalacton of pilprimes

*There are oflser sovermmeendal
Baowdies 1har assess e guoality ol
services prowidesl, mcloding  the
Miakkxh rorboins goaermocate, King
Aablal Az Qhiversity  aned  the
C s banch s of thwe T 1ol Mbossdyunes
[nsivinte For Hajll amd  Umrah
Flestare]e” Jee aideled.

“1he |||'l:||':l'|!.' moemEemnt ol
peleriss angl the s=rvices poovidad
i them reflect the  sabstangal
efforts we provicde to woarshippers
T hi= capinEl e ||'|;|-|'.|I-.'-:| e w T
e Sandi Aralna” be sad

A COTHAIME COTROEETE Wie [edr Is
the rmmber of bathrooms in Mina
Wl warshapgers ooree Inoas 3
spackuis area to Mina, they oflen
[e=ee] clisagpmmnted,” Benlinn il

The: minister ackled that thee Hosyl
Commessaon Jor Makbah City aosl
|E|.-|'_| Cites, the Makhah s ]
Develomiment Aathontéy and the
Ministyy of Hapg and 1Timrxh ane
ke 1o a&ld mewre dmlets wekhend
redfucingE the todal area ol Mina

Bentin samd that Eag = nod a
Claleigge 0 Sauwll Aralas COrsinl
ering the desire to serve waorshdp-
s, S Tlwere 1% al leasd Orne s
I every bouse in the Kingcom
worke ab e service of pelerimes
whether they are o the Hoad
Securily Foroes, sea oF ar poris
IR JHONFS, CLESLCAT]S |||'||.J:'I||II'|I"-.
and resiaamnts. The serice ol
phlgrims runs 0 the hlood of all
Sauclis,” e saml

He mkled 1hal S8kl Arahss
has becoene 2 glohal lesder for

Makss NEnAEeEenl  =Erveoe. =W
receive pilgrims who comee Froam

MoinLalEos aress and hiave s
seseTl by in Hleeir conumirees, Soomee
o s Wworshilppeers aye sirage-
gl Tom a lomg gime 10 save money
i ordber 1o Come amkl  perform
thedr ratuals. Some odher pilgrims
coane o abvanced coanlres and
A EMpOVIng la=urios Hves, Ty
amlalxm 15 serve Lhese  pilenms
TIRE 1l :'||||.'|'||||_:'i.|||' WL '!||_-|I izt
reprresends sanh Armbaa,” hee sand.
winltin slded that warkers el
pwverjoves] when they see a poor
PolErien ricke an ar-coqnolidoged s
nr e [roem a plate for the Brst fame,
“This 1= nol a challemese, we el
huapgry to pravide them these neaw

00 gy
-~

There

i%s ot

lesust o %
R THY

in every

o in the Kingdom
working at the service
ol pilgrims. Saudi

Arabila has beconse: s

global leader Tor miass
management service.

Or Miahammed Sallh Bentin
RArTER Cf Faj s Lienesdy

P TCTIC -~ Iwiz makl

The Hoval Commission for
mlalkikah iy Al |r-'||:| M= 1R
conducting  stmhies. i moresses
Chee pnvmdeey of Lineah periormers
ber 30 million and Hapg palerims 1o
o il 0 cornpliance with s
Vision 200530 reform glan, "Thee
COENEMSSEON 3 ooy e ondiamse
all services Tor pilgrims. In the past,
each Hap embly usedd G Diooepes-
denidly comlnct its own stndies,
e LBe commsssan 15 chsanee il z1],”
Hionbn s



A handwritten

|letter from civil
Fights notivist

Malcodm X to
Glara Crasdaen e
"Greetings

fram Arnksin,
where

| have just

et ed
my saored

pilgremngs to
the Holy City
of Mecea
El-Hajj Malik
El-Shabarzx
|Malcalm X"
Phofo suppled
vy SACGa T
Al-H hafah)

Esmarm Al-Ghalb Jocotad

She had money, Game,
Influence and power. By the
i ol 235, shve buwd millhons
of fans. sold more than 4

milhion albams amd womn
IELEEE b O s awarcls.

Witz amnd performange numerons
Fail s pecdes sied recortts apse aller e
eher, by BNIT, Mélane Cieorgiaes,
I=eller ko I e sLaee name
Lam's, sormirnd 1o haee i all, lisvine
Lhie Bile thal many dnsienes] of.

Tl |||':-.]II'||' hier sucress sl fivld
wiefubidled amd  deegly  broufdesd
al=nuat bier Ll =somet il That
her seamch or answers, Goding
e g and hagyaness o e
convertinge b Iklam.

Al thes safl. the monsey. he
aaccess, the power did not make
e Bappy. Creoresdes ol Arsh
Mirws while In Makkah, “l was
irClane for happasess: 1 was
vy, voery sad, amwd | was albope, |
il wionklerine why [ was an Lhas
carth, 1 knew ji was nid o be rlch ar
Aanaus, because [ had those things,
aml thiy cid i make me happs
%0, [ beszan searchinegr B answers
b &l B queieetionss.”

As haml &= Geormades looked
[0 those  seswers, ey elosexd
her despite her swocessful music
CAIEET,

Then, one day in 2008, having
s Biad B Dedo mosl imosicsally
exiccessiin] vears in whilch she won
Lhe MTV Europrean Muose Awarl
foir FBesl Freoich Artisf os well ke
the NEJ Mumic Awands fos Besd
Artisn, Best Ay, and Best Song,

leeprgmacles”  life chameed whale
vislibnge her Teiend., Sousoun, who
s A Auslim

Dniriing  that visll,  SOfisodi

asked that she
[ mimniles 0 0 performm e
evening pravers in the  other

hi viesid for o

S

N\

\\ 7%
¢
4

Wislnnie Geprgiades ombenosd Ialam afer & lFe-ohanging vt o s Musbe Friend In 3008, &t right, Georgisdes a4 the popular Frenoh mpoer Diam's P oaooos

roam. Suchlendy, Creormasles Foele
compelled 10 jemn her friend in
praver. Despele nol knowiang bony
Muckims prayed, shwe Fdloosed what
Seasou was oy aned progrtesd
hersell helore Alksh for the Hrss
tre 10 Jeer lifie.

“When [ praved with e and
| prostrated mosedl, 1 elt heang
GO cted witly Croad,” Caonrpsihes
mald.

o after e, =he obfaimned
a copy of the Hody Qur'an and

Dean cvacdinge i wihinle on a g 1o
NMLamit s

"I was 4 revelalsn,” she sl
1 baecamse  indimadcly  conwvinced

at Croel exested. The more 1 was
reaiing, the more convinced §
hescamee. Up until then, 1 belwved
lin apse o, bt T was Christban (o
nyy heeart, or rather, did not know
exac Uy WAL I Was, except Al

In December BOH0H, Geongiades
edver i Lo B and dissappeansd
entirely  from the music scene
Al e prubdee s eyes, Toswever, i
2006L she Fond hersedl audcldy
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H

Momorics
af n Haj

pigrimage
nsarhy 40

Fosars aga
rovoal that

Muakkah has
ot nggpo o
Bayand
racognitban
owan if the
FrvE R ol
the Prophot

Mohammag
B tha samen.

Photbos fram
thia Al-Istihaid
archnes,

LEAPFP OF FAITH

slam,

It wasa revelation. |

became intimately
convineed that Geod

cxisted. The more |
wis reading, the more

convineed | hecame. Lp
until then. I helieved

in one Godd, bat [ was
Christian in my heart,
or rather; did not Know
caacily what I was,
eeep sail.

Mealares Ganrgziades

thrust back mio it when a preses
prheo b e oo ceEra o e dl
bier cosnangr ol of a mosgoe 1
(e wRllSers, i France, wWeEring
the: hdjab and covered from bead to
EECRT R ATy HT

Ihiose phdcrapls
priiasfied o Pars Malch masace s
arl were mef with shock and

Sl = L

normor By Fremell socis iy wiio

knew hier as [ham's, the hip-laop
use o wWisn perlormesd whils
weearing tkht pants amd & tank-tog,

Wik the polddrcalion of thal
phudn, she Fonnd herssdl being

vilaleqd m the Fremch press.
“Iram’s’ vell 1s a step backwards,
g dlefeat,” Dhemmala Benbabaly,
Canadian  jowsrmedisi who  shaped
Georglades’ Greek Cypoot ronds,
wiobe imbEmantly, Benhahib was
Emran for her sfromg  ogiposi-

Hors o wihal e calds NSk
Tumlamendalizm

il e i, Fraoee was oe it
passing & law  hanning  anyonse
Irmom weannis a vel oF cosvernnge
thelr Face whilbe i 8 poldie pdace
Thise phoderaphs scon bescammee
cemtral i that debate, leading 1o
Gecreiides [indine bersell thae
TR E Uik R ||||||-|j|' hatpexl.

In Pl iverm e i SIH L
CaOrEiackes felt 6 eecessary 1o
cxplain to her fans what bl her
o chanee ber focus i lile tosv s
religdom, and redurnesd g0 munsic for

A okd

historical
gictiorn af
Al-Marwa

Armm cutuicia
thit Grwnd

Mosque,
1835

Anrial photo

of the Grand _ S
Meague i '_'r --."':r-‘-- M
Makkah. -||. Jrr-._

o 1‘__' -

| felt a sadness in my life, says Mélanie Georgiades

s 3 uppksd

o last those, relessing her gl
‘Children of the Deseri™ Irom ber
LT e

In the: somg she descrbes the
inlHeramce of scciely i Foamce,
stating that socieby had heen Tar

[Form swpgasrtve ol er aller sl
cverted 1o Islam, leaving her

[eselimgg Brebrvyes] hesrseedl Tookiogs for
a niew life ¢lsewhiers

The bymnew of that b=l sone
*Children of the Deserd,” descri by
how she [l atf the tzme ol ber
umveiling as a Muskim, writing the
lyrics, "It was esther humanitaran
Il ol CEiE 10 Beconse & Billiom:
aire, | macle my cloice amd to hell
wilh you, nely Those wio ke fne
ol ™

Despiale ber troubles, she wias
mede af peace than gt Aoy oghe
lzme 101 heer 1.

“Belore converting 4o 1slagm, )
[l a smacloess in my lile Becose |
dil not pesaliize thar all 1 had o do
wils falk 1o {end,” Georgiades sanl
"Now, VeV that s ool
in myy life, or bad, | know that |

g -.r‘1-

-
B

e I-_[.I-# N
— -*-J ""ll"l.'. .-.E-.'u.;-.- .!-"

"'5 . If' TJI_.-
.*!rll oy FE
e I

bert camp

ot the tomb
af Ssttarma
Malmuna, tha
vt fe af the
Fropheot, 1BB5.
PHata Clvia-
Fsann sk
HurErome

Once a rapper, now a pilgrim

Before converting to [

have Allah who h=iens 10 me and
AIEWETH ML EAYErs

Soam - years bder, in HOIT,
GeorFisbss was aghle o move
i Nancli Arabhia along with her
hissbhaiwl A lorsner Franco-Tunisian
ragyrer, Fapuxl Tarkhanl. For thee
sl wo vears they lsnse e
theriy home: in the Rimgbom, away
[roan the Islamogebsodne amd cdisdaan
e suftered an France

revremces  aml her  huoshand
hieve aveled 10 Makksh 10
perform Hajp this year.

“Tliig i moing o be mw seeond
Hay, bud this fime [ am coming
withh 4 differenst maEser,” alse
ikl “last timer | came, | was a
e Mushion ancd did oot Koy L
redicion very well hack then, Bul
Beciums® ] Bave oow beserd o Muslion
for many years, [ have eamed
muicry Uhenees abol Dsdlam and thae
sunnah amd the Prophet {PBLUH)
armd aboat the sory of thas lind and

of the Haramain, This Hajj will be
guetbe differend Tor me as 1 realize
Ore [ At the SiEmiDicance
of the joumey's rihals and sbeps.
It will s ag o more spicibl
raperience than before, Inshallah”

(reoreEmles wis e e onldy
cehhurity ar intfusemeoer io be imviced
by b Mumisiry ol Hap aml Usnmsh
b o ormy thee prllgmimage this vear.

Uther  cedebnties  ioviles] oy
thee  mimisiry  Inclsle  Vassiriki
Abhou Dnaby, who played For the
Aarsemal  and  Marsellle  Foothall
cluhes, Phelippe Christanyval,
wiho plaves] o ol Moisa anda
Barcelona Foodhall Clubs, Thabel
Marfmoeclk, e mepEmane world
champion m Kempe  Rarabe
[remy Tunmsaa, a5 weldl as Rasouns
THH, who won & pold medal for
Tunixia o the disces Loy at e
London M7 Warld Pars Athiletlcs
Champnomshigs

A&l are nosy in Makhah resdv for
Ehee puderimage Eo begmin,





