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"Avear at the movies
How cinema made a
comeback in Saudi Arabia

WhatChanged
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Tim Elin o Dwac. 11, 2017 Jan. 12, 2018 LR March 20, 2018 Aprll 18, 2018 Apef 26, 2018 Apddl 30, 2018 May B-10, 2018 dan. 10, 2010 Jan. 28, 2018 = & Jan. 30, 2019 multipfax Im Riyadh in Fosthal hald at Ithra ws
— . 1'-_ Al-Crnsr Mall. part of Sharglah Seaszon
Huw Snud] Arabda's Minkstry  The Sausil brand e Saudl Arabila’s ool Thie firet commbarchzl Thee Tiret naey mov e Mafld &|-Futtalm Savcl Arabiln Jolns the *Dunya’s Day ™ (right), The VOX 1 *Durya’s Cay™ wins
u of Informntion and Clnama TO bagins r Cailture Authority AChagning in 16 years ribasn 1o apain in 35 Clnarrns ofers Saudl Carmas Fiim Festhal direciaod by Raed Cinsinmdus th Shert Flim March 17, 2040 Muarch IT, 2019
movies Culture announces that & week of family - announces the creation  of a film in Saud| Arabla.  years In Saudl Arabla, Arabla's first multiplax,  for the first time, witha  Alsemarl, |s the first muttiplen Jury Award at the
rEt urn E‘d ns part of Viston 2030, soreanings of animated = of the Saudl Flim is attended by VIP “Avengers: Infinity VO Cinemas In Riyadh pavilion hosting talks and  loonlly made film to at the Sundancs Fim Thea third VOX Clinamas Cultura Ministar
cornmersial clneamias mices e vt thie Jecdaih Councll to develop  guasts: “Black Panthar®  War” (dght) opens In Park Mall, with four screenings organized pramiers ina commercial  Red Saa Faathal m Utah, multipliey opens at Tha Prircs Baslr Bin Foefun
tﬂ thE will Bo allow id to Culture and Arts th vRtal fiirm ssctor in e hodkd In & concert hall this AMC clromda in Bl raens, Inshuding the by the Gandral Culture Elrikimia In Saudl hrabla Ml Raaf in Rhyacih, arwvosircas thie Risd
H' d oparate In the Kingdom  Soclety, Including tha Kingdom. cormverted Into an AMC Riyadh, with sold-out Kingdom's first IMAX. Authority and Sawd| Flim  with a scroaning at VoKX Is the March &, 2019 Sca Intemational Flim
? ng om for tho first thma In “Tha Emof Movia® cinama In Riyadh's sorecnings. Councll. Quests Inalude Cinemas In Ayadh Park.  first March 21-26, 2019 Festival, to ba hobd
36 yaars, and “Captaln King Abdullah Financinl dohn Travoln and Kally alnama In K Cnel s nnnuaity In Saddah
Underpants™{rght). District Prostan. Jaddah oo e sesond Theis FITth Sauicdl Flirm starting In 2020,

CINEMA KINGDOM

Top 10 films at VOX

A magical first
year at the movies

Films are no longer ‘coming soon’ — there are now six cinemas in
Rivadh and Jeddah, with many more on the way across the hingdom

b samate hiave besq filled, the
popears Bought and, for the
Pt 12 meonths, the magic of
thee: mwrvies has been casting
a spell over the Kingdom,
whene the buzz of the hig
screen had been a diim ansd
distaml memsory. It has been a year since, as
pari of the country's Viston 2080 program of
reforma, Sandl Arabda |lifeed 2 25-year han on
cinemas, paving the way for theater chains o
unved] amiitious plans oopen hundreds of
cinemas, wiith thowsands of screens, acmss the
nation in the next decade. And moviegoers just
cannol get enouagh of i, regularly packing out
sereendngs al the firs venues io open in
Eivacth and Jeddah.

To mark the first anniversary, Arab News
askedd entertainment chiefs what they have
keamed from Sauch andiences sinee that histor:
first screrning of Marvels “Black Panther = on
April 18, 2048 al the: AMC cinema in Riyadh's
King Abdullah Financial District

Syiperhero fantaibes, conmwedies and action
dram:ss have proved most popular with
audiences, who have flocked o a mix of gobal
box-offtor hits and regional films.

VOX Cimemas — Sandi Arabia’s biggest movie
oprrator, with plans to mvest SKE2hillion ($5:143
million) to open G060 arreeis by 20023 —said i
redeased 114 Glme across the Elngdom in the pas
year, The biggest modey spinner was Marvel
pupsertern movie SCapiain Marvel,” which broke
through the billlon-dollar ghobal box-office
barrier this month — foflowed by “Cald

By Jennifer Bell

“Since launching Saudi Arabia's fret maliplex
in Ayl 3018 the Makl Al-Futladim group has
been delighted by the response from our guesta
im the: Bingdom,” sald Mitchell “In the &2 months
sipee obtaning our Boense, Maiwd Al-Fattaim
has bl free locadoms with atotal ol 47 screens,
and i planning o open a keast mmother 70
screens this year, on track 1o reachiinge our goal
of GO0 screens in Saudi Arabla by 2023

VOX now has thiree additiona locathons n
Rivach: a luxury clnema in Kingdom Tower,
which opened this weck; Al-Qasr Mall; and The
Hool n Alyasmin Disirict. This year the chain
alen openeed the first muobkttplex in Jeddah, ai
Hesc] S Klall

*Car Saandl Arablan team s proving o be
talented amdl passlonate, and is olfering a servios
leve] and entertalnment experienee comparable
with the highest intematonal standards,
with particularhy oar YOX Kids and TMAX
experiences delighting guests m Rivadh and
Jecklah* said Miichel

*We are honored (o be supporting the H0E0
Visdon of Saudi Arabia which potesd that culiare

Lights, camera, action
One year of Saud| Arabla at the movies

and eert alnment ape ndispemnsable Lo o
quality af Hfe " and our eams w1l continee Lo
work tredessly to mseet oar viston of creating
great momenits for everyone every day®

Films are proving so popalar that cinemagoers
are having to book well in advance, and Mitchell
sabd 05 percent of the tckets so far sold for
Hiyaclh Park — which screened 82 flims in 2041058
— were booled online.

“We e thils trend contirng with all new
PETALEE, B8 feais Wanl b cEsums |l'l!."_||' Ay
s-ruring seais,” he added.

VOX now has 30 screens and plans (o open
a further 100 by the end of the year. These will
include the firsl mubtiplexes in the Easlem
Hepton amd Tabuk.

Collectively, VOX and another leading
operator in the reglon, Carndval Cinemas,
plan toopen pearky L0 screens across the
Kingdom, sccording to experts at the Clnemea

Bafld E5A Forum in Biyadh this momth, whick dohn Travolta

was organieed to explore opportunities in the m;’il"::t“"

FMETINE seclor. Fulure of cinema in
“Carnival envisdons operating abowl 300-pliss  the Kingdom. AFP

screens over the next five vears in the Ringdom
of Saucl Arabla” sakd Sundl Puthan Vestil, the
company s managing director. *Cur mission is to
take a good-quality movie-watching experience
close bo the people In the couniry. For this,
we have made a study of all the provinces and
identified several locations, sabject o approval,
Cur idea is to movere to all these provinoes o set
up eoteriamment centers and o make Camidval
symonymons with cinema across the country ™

Diuriig e farum, Sawdi olfidals estimated
that by 2080, the number of clnemas in
aperation could be as high as 250, with as many
a5 2, 500 BT

Cinema operating licenses haee also been

Far=sut © an Amserican black-comedy action film
starring liam Nevsom, and “Aquaman | another
superbern movie, this thme based on a IC

Comics character

Rounding cwt the top 10 Hst was M Night
Shyamalan's fantasy-drama sequed “Glass”
Egypian comechy “Nadi Elregal Elzary,” hormor
thrilker i % * science fiction thriller “Ablia- Batile
Amged,” LS superbero film *Shazam®”, Egyptian
comedy “El RBaclla® and Holhrwood comesdy-
drama “The Upslcle™ according to Cameron
Aitchell, CEO of Majid Al-Futtaim Clivemas, of
which VOX Clnemas 15 a sabsidiary. “El Badla™
had the distinction of being the longest-runming
film in the country over the past L2 months

VOX Cimemas was granied s Beense to

operate in the Kingdom in April st year and
orpeneed its first multiplex in Riyadh Park in the
same mmonth. It has four screens, induading an
IMAX screen and VOX Rlds, the first dedicaiesd
children's theater in the Middle Esi

simerram oo e mperid b oooe
Fapucth Park, 80K Clarmal Murmba PR OF SCTenE
ﬂ-hm:mmw nepictid to opan i KA
Ko Mdsilah Flean o Dlsteict AMC Clraras)
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\ BANNER YEAR FOR SAUDI FILMMARERS

Heyorel clnems spanings, (s
Pt v oo wag algo s sigrficnrs
Eimme for The Saudi filmindesisy,
Thi Godviral Culftuirg &utFoaity

|G ] nnncminced the crestion of
il B ol Film Coursesdl st Marsh,
fanipet] wiith dhow adoping thee
Eingdom’s fim ssctor, it wested
ey K, orgnnle lng the firel Sau-d
paviliorn ok the Cannas Film Fasti-
val in May, at which # snnounced
Wi ireenthed program G prosnobe
Brupdi film iscaktiors prd telent, |
wlia el moare thian 300 Il et~
Blorn | sorgenings of Baudl Tlens in
five courtriss,

Ak A the past yoar, the SCR,
ri parmsanttt i By tha Sraas Fim
Counetl, Isuneied the Firsd
meatboninl Irany of M -aheoting
izsations n the Kirngdom, mrd
irfred ieed dn ilenibie ralning
izl Pl HFioor 5 m W] T e rs.

Haifaa Al-Mansour

&3 1.obn

Mahmoud Sabbagh

Thia amount, In
Ths amcurt, i LS Sauid ryals, that
m dolars, of revanusa e SaLl -

k.. e ainama government say s

= The armount, In !.EI-:I-::Iu.rs. ncusiry s forecast wil ba Investad In

of Saudldrabla’'s bow office g panerats puding onemas
muknl‘ru]un&:;%}:]ﬂ. 20%0, aooord mainly In tha chics
according to ko P of Riymdh, Jeddah

mnd Uammam

313 Ton

anwarded to; AN Theaiers, an American chain
oaned and operated by 'Wanda Grouwgy, the
Al-Rashed Empire Cinema Consortium, which
plans 1o build 30 thesters in the country over
the pext thipes wears: and Lux Entertalnment, in
partmerslip with Cliepolis, the bigpest cineplex
chain in Mexico, Al-Tiokadr Growp for Tourism
and Development, a Sandi-hased hosprality and
entertainment group, and Al Tayer Group, one
af the leading compankes in the field of retadl

operation in the UAE and the wider GOC.

Luz anpounced in October plans for 300
screens N LS clties aeross Saudi Arabila by 2080,

Other operators, mcluding Gualf-based Novo
Clnemas, which has announoed it & in talks o
rodl ot in Sawndi Arabia, have also pegistered an
inleEresl,

John Sullivan, director of The Light Cinemas,
a British independent chain, sadd it recently
Jotmedd Foroes with new clnema brand Musd

1o lawmch the Kinpdom's “very first all-Saadi

Danya Al-Hamrani

The Saud] b direcior  Unbversiy of Syileey, Born n Jucklnh Ths Saucl-#mar ke
[ e R e T T et Wl o pened 12E3, tha Baad TIm ol g @ired peroad LD G
hesing clrecrhed ber n& the Workd Econom- dirsrtor, producer s renRging partner
frel English maguage b Forumin Janiishy andd seraermaerilse ] eo-Fountes of
T, "Mary Shalloy™ o Dl el et - e upe b= Egadanoor, o Jodicak-
which premisred st Horms ab<ert Arak enced by Egvp- Basesl ndspmndent TY
thi Tormmbs Fillm Festl= oo meieded it Ml Trosms piedu chiom coerpany
wal im 2077, and m Net- changing. “A Hrets PHRCa. Ha thavt was: fourded “ho
Filz spécinl "Happliy e seripis | ged attsndad Calum- =l Sainl shor ks
Evir &fter,” in 200868, Bbaoat Musilinn bl Wbl i " i Al=Hamoard i it

i l-Moanscur directes]  nnad Amb Grocunde School  Shot b Jedsdnh, the Erwreen for the doou-
st Miewt Mt e Mkim, i sy Lirvgily of Jourmalba, Tilin e & comedic bve  maitany shert “The
Whnida, " soknrbesd vy o | all whiare hd gtudled  sSory thab plays on Stradignt Pathe P1lams
ns bhe Ssudi sniry whafims s -y documsnbary st Smudl soolsl af b, which shes
foe st Forelgr Lan- " fiiFnmakdog and Cemirvii o i b drie- Fa L T e T |
Bunge Filmn atthe B8tk s, "Bart wa MY productian matically cancld way.  For her appaarsnca on
hemclsmy Mwanls Al Ry EREy, i 28, Salb- Tha film premiansd iinthory Bowrdain's

& | = Mo, winio W D Y bagh rodo asod hiks wt the Barlin Fim Fee= "Moo Ressraabions, " n
has & remier's degres  shiong, =o nccinkmed debut thnd Im 2008, the firet skl b pobcled bim
I cliresting and fim i N Lk L Fiaikiirs Ml *Birs- Feitiors Nlis o Beaed]  ercdeed Sl
whucl bosy Froam thee ficer rmrkedl.” kh Mooty Bumkaby”  Srnbbn 4o b peoengaraged With Eggiaacer

Ayman Jamal

The Saucl clirec-

b, P dioad and

sGre-emy e in Doak

hreze v Paar cllrcsling

pndd prodescing tho

#01l anmatizn fim,

“Bilad- & Mass Bire=ad

of Heero " "Bllal® won

Basl Inspidng Mods

ok ird rraation Dimy ok
parirer Donin Messlef,  the 200 Qannes Firm highest accolads for
ishih s proad el oor- | Fesbvial ared Bast Filrit.
por et v Ko, Bhort I ki Y e R B kg w5 18 v
filres arnd documenta- | the BroadCess Pro of s perisnos bn
rhad. Thalr recant work,  Middls East Kward ol bt i o CRTN A~
iHime: This Journsy TE, e mlsn thoes, marketing and
&l Werresn s Saudl nomrinalsd for Besl protuection, Jamal ks
Arnbhkn " prommdenaed fn Aardrantosd Fasarbues G e R et who
dmrmanry mt the King Fiin at #ha 30W! Asin han ssiabished aight
Aldiilal Essribimie Psific Soresn Awirtds  compinbes in s past
City In docideh (APEAD, thee rogion's 14 yesaam.

Arabian cinema groap,” which plans to open 15
locations scroas the country, incleding in Riyaxdh
amd Damsmanm.
“Ihink it Is eruclal for propecty owisers in
particular to undersiand thedr responsibilicy
for figuring out what the civema will deliver 1o
their smeeds, and how o deliver that, rather than
ahdicate their rrsponsibilities (o others,” he said
Hegarding the mvesimment opporhinites that

0

We want to help bring up the

new generation to live with
cinema and perceive it not
only as entertainment, but
also as their future careers.

@ing Haddnd
KMarmgng drovtor, Emprm Cireoraa

harve: opened up in the Kingdom, Sullivan added:
“The market at the moment s comeTgng., we

don’t know where it will go. I've opened cinemas
now n 30 couniries around the workl and every
sinple ane of theams is entirely different, so you will
ot b wliat's happenbing o clnemas here for

probabilby one 1o two years: then we will have s
hettor understancing of the marked.”

{iino Haddad, the managing director of Empdre
Cinemas, sald that the potential Sandi market “is
rstimated to be almost as big as the whole of the
rest of thed Micdle Bl *

“S0 when the market opened up for cipemas, all
Lhe cperators had (ull eves on e Saudi market

Bader Al-Homoud
A& Sasacl] Flrmenaduss

hecanse it means hig nombers” he added, “We

are estimating the marke at least to be up o
T {00 srreens, and we are very much imdereaded in

developing this marke

“We also want to focus on the educadonal side

af cinema; we want io help being up the new
grneration o understand and to live with cimema
anid pereetve it ot only as endertainment, bt also
as ther future carecre”

The General Anthority for Entertainment has

Enlicated that SR36T billion s needed o bulld
suitzhle iInfrasinscium (o servs the sntertalnmsnt
secior across the Kingdom, with expecied
investments in the sector expected toreach SHES
hillion anmually, sccording toa 2015 report from

Flanders [vesiment and Trade,

Thiz month, the Sandi governmenl announces]
that SHI21 billion will be invested in building
cimsemas and theaters, mamnly in Biyadh, Jecklsh

afnd Crammanm.

Acoording io a study by PaC Middle East,
a ghothal advisory fiom, the Kingdom's cinema
induastry — which will serve a population of
mmeore tham 332 millicn, the magority of whom are
under the age of 30 — is expecied to generate
315 billion in annual revenue by 23080

“The workd B wilnessing Saudi Arabias
catifident steps dowardd an unprecedented era
of social and economic reforms,” said Letla
Musiinacd, 3 managing partner at Great Minds
Event Management, which staged the Cinema

Diudld KBS & Forume

“The lifting of the cinema ban opens
doors to unirocklen ground for invesirmenis

and lucrative resemnue sireams for the

Ringdom.”

Meshal Al-Jaser
B=rm med mmilesdd i

iving In ABrobar, Rkpiidly, A= Jdicsir b
&l-Homomel s widely e of the very first
s il b i i ey it i A TR -
i el O S O b 5okl ol B bl
st prorminend He cortribeied his
airmernilogTapieis EErelces bo sdnaned
by v St g lon bbb roapgh Cazervhpent
A fermsr 5 kst produdsiian holuses
o mrorh R bn Soidl &rabla, suah
and interior design, tha A bu Dhabi Fim ns Folaim, which ke
&l Huorveod atar Faratby s il B Sull Fessiretdaad, mniol Talfuei,
Tooasned him ol ing in Firm Fast kil Al =l Sl dingst-
the fiim Istustny Sorne of & l-Ho- wcl tha 309 Alm
Al Homiousd Peis Frioud & freost nololis “le S baky
werttben and crgiofso wanrks nre tha short Godng fo
asweral shork flrs filerms "The Bllss of Hall™, whikes
el CeDirTTRRT O, Badng Mo One™ (20080,  whow-
many of which b iPen of Mirmomns® caned thae
gkl hirm aeverthe | 0kl il u g
Troem tin g of “Sorap” (2013) of irdonasian

eernestic merkems
tha Q. B anded up
Esninig o wirner nk the
Liss Argales Incha-
pmenyciand File Foasal
Amnrcs mrd vl e
il n al ks e s
Carress Film Fosbeal
Rearntly, hewrols
el diracted Hhe &bt
fil “Linder Concrets "
about & chilld b Syria
trappad oy B houso
e o bon, witicly
wan b Qomnah
o], e ol
ekl e
rriesE whidhi=n fior
Simuchl rrumician
Tirdars's aong
"“Hign."

cinemasin Saudi Arabia

CAPTAIN MARVEL
'Cartain Moarvel” directad
by the dynamio cuc of Amnna
BEodan pnd Fyan Fleck,
il goad &t the boys of e Het,
a8 Marvel Sludics brought to e
othar blockbuster suparham fims
Including "Beack Parthart and tha
" angera” sares "Captain Marval”
ells the #ory of Camsl Damars
ibalow, played by Brie Larson) as
ahe |5 caught In o gelac o war
D twaan b allan racas,

COLD PURSLUIT
"Taken” star Liam Nesson
I8 by greotnar revange
fMichk about a Nathar wihs
lost hischid fo murderous goons,
tuming his e upside down
Merwieglan director Hara Pettar
Moksnd Easad Lhe fm on hs
204 biack comady "“In Ordar of

Disappsarance®

AQUAMAN
I Powarlng through the
wwss of harah reviesas,
Wouaman” rakadin
o than S bllon at tha global
b offioe, making k the cighth-
highast-gresalng Ike-aciion
supsrham film of all tima, Cracted
by Jasmes Wan, e M Mollsws
Acuaman [Jeson Momoa) as ha

fights to take back the lkgendary

Tricksrt off Afkan ardd TUlly embrace
fils Maks &8 the prolsotar of the

el =1 g

GLASS
i edecpid to pravdous fime
B Unbreakabde® { 2000 and

’Eq;lll:"lf‘ll!:l'ﬁ:l.fhla fhriker
Trom dirssctor M, Mght Shyarmalan
i fts togthor anal-gtar cast
— James Mofvoy, Bruoa Wills,
Bamued L. Jackson and Sarah
Fauleon — to tel & comipllcat e
oamia book stery about & ragteag
group of Suprtu mans.

Lausrn Dern arsd Linrs Mesaon, shove, in the revengs thillsr “Cold Pursait.® Juson

Meman, balow, figgis b6 iakes Back s Tridsnt of Allsn in “kguamen " Supplisd

NADI ELREGAL

ELSARY

Ong off anly beed Arabka

mowiss on the st "Mack
Elragn| Esary® "The Seoret Men's
Club’h b an Egyptian coimady
diras i by Hhakesd El-Halafeey . [
follosws a dentist reemed Adham
(Fartm Abckel Az ) wha jolns
the gasCreat @ll-mdla groug 6 e
fignd gates a troubdad merr s,

us

A gripping and gory thiller

e Tha wd akussd] mmirecd of

w riber —diresrbor Jordan
Paals, "Us" tels tha story of &
it loning Tamily weno are nalnted
iy thalr kilar doppel gangers. It

ereadad box office predictions,
and soildfied Pesk’s neme as one

of thie st In the Industry after ha

rridBelee dabidt In "Gat Out" (2017
that earmad him an O=soar

T ALITA
Ciractor Pobdrt Rodrigues,
wha brought tha *Spy Kids'
sarlas to the world, ghas
IFe toapans e manga charaoter
i s, & el P vy e D e oy

a |ourney of self-dizcovary In
treaoherous streets of fiotloral Iron

City. The fim combings |Me-action
and CGl echmology o craate
wisualy stunning cybarpurk; s&stlon,

SHAZAM!
Linlka crther
EDEr o mey e s,
this one puts s
snappy humoe ot ths osrtar
h O lte etorytalng. American
b actor Zeohary Lawl, who
B  cnoe volcad a Disnay
princs, tnkss ths
THUET Foks, e ing
BLEsarhare varglon of A
Td-yoar-old orphan

EL
BADLA
Egyptian
ML

aancation Tarmsar Hosny stars
In thls action oormdcly that

ha also dmeciod. i folows a
colage shudent whoaffands a
Ccogtume party dreasses] Be a

pclboa STCET. Tha story ERkas
awikd and comdo burmiwhen

he bBeoomsaa the subpesat of m
crimin! Imy astigation,

THE UPSIDE
NE O Pedieeasad el aihan &

In 30T, this haartfalt

comeddy fantures

an wnikesy frandship bafweasn
A ek alyEe bllonal re (Bryn
Cranston] and & recantly pamlad

w-cr lof [Hesdm Hart ), whom
M hires to taka carg of himm, The
filrm, cirectsd] by Mol Burgoer, wias
A reemaka of tha Frarch fim " Tha
ntouchabss” eleasad i 2011

Barrpiel L Jnckecn (abows, from lefi),
s Mobeoy ared Brocs Wills in
*Ginsg® Karim Lbcel iz, bsiow, joins
i wscr el sl -mals group as he navigales
o bbb rrenrriagn In "MWl Elrsgal
Elmmry . S pliesct




A, 'm 6 and |
et watched an clephant
Els 1 0l i 1Y,

Laly aftor walokirgg the Dianoy
classiz ramaka of "Dumibo™

Lilly was in awe. And [ was
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Spotlight

a very proud mom, indeed

A yvear on from cinemas historic return to Saudi Arabia, a mother recalls a moment ol movie magic with her daughter

FHoawan Radwaen o0d0h

April 1S, 2018 will go
glowwwmy s anmne F the pmaesid
celebrated dates in Sandi

Arahin’s history with the
first sereening of a film

in over 35 years in the
capital Rivadh.

Those autside the Kingdom may

slraeele 10 anders o] the seeruli-
cance df this event, bt Eor Sauclis

urable (o attend a fikm screenines
ary home =0kl Tor more than thiee
decades, 1=  importince  was
Enaec AR efy Apsparel

After spencling over hall of my
hfe abeoad, [ retumes] ecendly 1o
my hiome: counmiry do And ambitiongs
plans and =venls Lakong pdace all
arciarl mee — el the one thine

1 el sowy Bvesar sail o weas Ao L Enee
H e ol myy |'|'I|l-:|:-.||'||r_ wilh my

youme daughiber.

It was my escape from reality,
Two howrs 1 a comerna, shomnsded
by darkness and popeorn in hand,
wils what I needed fo desconnect
rckmy the sy ascd distrscring
wirldd oatsicle. 1 have been to toa
FORAITY OV Hes 1O Coalasl, Bl L visil
A cinema at home, that troly is
o fior Lhe boaks,

ALy fi-vear-ald danghier Lilly and
1 deciched an "Dumdnn” Simce we
ane Doth fames of DSy neves, |In
was ordy fdimg that our Orst visie
0 & clnema Ih Ssudl Arabds waald
be toswadch thos classic remake.

WHEA & click ol & meigse, 1 Wwas
ahle to book and buy three bickeis
Cormlirne, Witk reE fvee] L aguieiee.

Armiving at Jeddah’s RHed Sea

Madl VOX theaters, Lifly was in
awe, The magnificent  Hife-slze

posler off Dambue greeted us as we
rale up the siairs, = Maommy, it's
ressl! He's stidl a Baby with Big bloe
s Lilly sald, running cosvard
her e ancd reschane for thie o
b et ol R ALY

VOOX ocmemas really had  gone
Aall-oud e epsre T CRnetma exper-
enoe malbched that i the S wiih
d secmingedy lnmitless  chosee o
popcn flavors, candy, chooalabes
arl imore.

“It 15 moy Tlrsd thse, mamemy, and
your ome milbon tnlbongh fame,”
||||'.. eiled. “1 capn hase ¢lsocolats
and popoorn iogether.”

The halks were packed with
excibed blm Eans, all talking aboot
the movies they wene aboal 19

v

wilch., Clulddren mannisnye arounxd
gxecitedly, and the miy of savor,
anel  sweel  popoorn owene
nastolsic rermindber of good tinees
sprenl i cinemas as o chithe

"."l':|||.||'|_|-_' ahead al & Erodap of
chaldren, 1 could hear squeals of
dedight. With Lilly  hedelimg ooy
hand tsghily, we walked o room
annmehser & o opse e 18 chear,

Thee place was packed, but | was
rresd 0o see funy sverane Syl
im dhetr designated seats, | coankd
s Lilly's ey oy wile 35 e
commerciaks began and Hetle jolis
[roen e swrrowms] st spsiem
shisched lwer slightly — miv Teelings
exactly, She pumpesd with ghee as
ahe aaw Disnea's Cinnderedls Castle
ATHISIF G0 SCRee,

Throu@Elsooar el 1 weoqiil

Also available on S0QUQ
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LILLY S REVIEW

| woitchad "Dumbo”™ with momm
and Leiela Faris. | saw o Baby

elaphant fiy and | want one far

my Birthday. | want 6 ro to the
pungle and look for Dumbo and

s moam. | want to iy with him.
Tha e was odd, But Linela

Faris aovered my oars. San we
e wpraan, planss T

Calch Elompses ol My voune o
langhing as Duanbsg paose et o o
A bunalie of hay, showing his mreal
i ears, and then poating with
siclness at the scener wherne his
INCASeT IR RaHET ATWaY

A beavy sense of nestalgia hit mee
PR there el Ol 1 was only &

vl alcker Thaam Lalky o lsenn 1 s iy
first monaes. My meothier and Gather
fooks e L see the Dhispey classic
“The Lion King.™ 1 recall laughing
al Zacou when the happao sal on hem,
FUITNPATRE [N O &30 WEN POgecar
flyine ax we danced to the muasc,
and Teeling intense spdnees when
Mhsa wax Eillecl.

MY emolkEs wWere raw  and
real, and this was the experience
1 wrimtesd] my cdlauediter Lo lwave. To
ser and feel, to endoy the cinrma
st s e as I ohis

As with any chiklren™s move,
my litle ope'’s cunossty was al als
preaks, s every ow and thesr Lilly
wonldl point amdl azk guesbons,
ar motice the sfrong resemblance
hetween the Ol lorm of the
achorabde [ving eleptiant xisl e

CErtean. A chichd with a sood e
for degall, and a “progd e

maEnEnl " il there,
Thirty minutes In to the i,

[ comuld sens=e Lhe aodatson of
IheE VOWNE VEEWETs ANOErdHd e
Curicsiy got the etber of onse oy
w0 2odsmseed pasd, sElppkng down
the: steps amd tryving 10 Wsch
L Acieen.

A young gl twared wath her

dress i Fonl ol e viewers,
imitating a scene froen the Hlm

whide armlber oy saquoesabed grist
mer with hds dress shirt open
runming o the door wrlh bis fther
I ey, &= e s peamed = bathroom]”
with everyone aghing.

By the el of the Glm. parens
amdl children were cheering aml

Clappine roEeilser s s eredire

Alter

returning
ik Iy

broranie
COUmiry,

U e
thing I had

my heart
sl NI WY EES
atterding

i oy e ol
MY (VT
choosing
with my
VO
danghter.

T wrrier and

Frird Alnigirier Lilsy
ahuure po@zorm on
thor frat croma
barteng. Lrol Mess

appaarecl, [ lookes) Goromay el to s
cackemsent tnmy tle ae's cves

"W dedinalely nesl bt do that
REANTY, TEm™ #he sadd

"Delimalely? When il you prow
s Fres ™™ 1 reglied

"Mama. I'm & and [ past watched
an elephant Oy b the béE TY. [ can
sy g words, boan,”

Lol prn® Arcannc, T eswy Clee sendling
faves of children and parenis,
cotigles Bl lsancls,  [athers
aml sons excitedly reviewing their
[Acoribe soemes,  and Bike  odes
COVETITE | iHl Fyes A& thew .||1_il_tl=[|'|'|
i Bl coplsicde lighd.

It's the litthe things that coumnt.
and to add oer first shared movee
CRHTHNCE [0 our IdHme coumimy
brx ouar list of bArsts makes it oven
FYLEHE S Al






