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FProtection of Yemen's coasts amd -
restoration of state control over .
Bt y, peorts and walers is o join
Yemeni and international inderest, i
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The battle
for Bab
[-Mandab

Houthi arrival at key transit
route threatens maritime trade
and energy supplies, Yemeni
military spokesman says

Snsed Af-Batwt] & -kl

The Houthil millilas
arrival at Bab Al-Mandab
comstiiwies a ihreal (o
freedom of maritime
navigathen, Internatlonal
trade and the Bow of
energy supplies, the
official spokesperson for
the Yemeni Armed Forces
sauld om Thirsday.

The wurming Camne 1w Hosih
forces advanced wwand the west
iasd, glving the ran-backe:] grosp
a new foothold onthe Red Sea oot
close b ooie of the workds fosi
Levupaosr et st choliepol s

Thee spiurspierson skl meglonal
and intermational powers woukd
nol allow the FHouthis o take
control of Bab Al-Mandab amd
repeat whad  happened in the
Sirnit of Hommue

The staiement has  placed
el feses om Uhe o Sen pori
of Mokha and whai the advance
corakd  mmeean  for oomEmsercil
shuipepine amd psritine security

Thee rfty hasel sirvied as e musin
hase of the Matiemal Resistance
Forors commeatled by Presiden
tinl Leademship Councll member
Tareg Saleh, whose forces devel-
oped militery boses, noval uniis
and other infrastruchire  there
alter splittimg from the Houthis
following the killing of former
Frosident Al Alshallah Salch in

Thime foroes ofcrabed  (icross
the Red Sea and around islamds
cammillsd by e Evernnent.
Following the capiure, Saleh
ortheerl his foroes along  the
WESIETT] Coasi [ FegTos

The withdrawal leaves the
Houthis with a simonger presenee
on & codstline directly conmected
i Fab Al-Aandsh — sl poten
tally 3 new means of exerting
pirssure  on  vessols | passing
through the Red Sea,

The Yemwnl miliiary spokes
person =i supporting Yemen's
logitimeale governmmend wis e
onily way io eliminate the Houwthi
threat and enmare intlernational
cfforts to combal bermorism and
plracy succewd.

1t wurned thai Gilure o deter
the Howthis woukd constiinie a
victory for whad B clesoribed as
the Immian pmject in the regon
and encmEage otler ekt
oTEanizations 0 adopt a simikar
CTRTETE TR I Flaky Al-Muneksh

conneots ihe Red Sea with e
Gull of Aden. making stabiliny
around | omssential o ships
movings between the wider Indtan
Ooeinn and the Suce Cannl DEsnip
o abodks Vemen's weatern Oost
can therelore have oorsequeiioes
far hevond the couminy itselll

hMokhas sl Importanes
coanes parthy firom its peograplny
The ldstorie port sitson o peomon-
wory exieeding ivie the Red Sea,
allowing vessels using the inter-
matiomal shipgpinE roaie (o be seen
directy froem shore

Col. Abxiul Basit Al-Baber, a
Yemerd military official in Taiz
wolel Arabh News thot  Howiki
conirs of such a position could
chanee tha et Escing slsipping

“They can mow tanget the inder-
mational shipping rowie with light
or medium weapons, rather than
missiles” he sl

“The port is situsted on a pendn-
anla exending toward the inter-
maliomal shipping e, allowing
ships @0 be chearly seen with the
malod eye” A throat (o shipping
dors nod regmire comtrol of the
entlre Bal AlRMaukbh Sradl, A
hostile  presence  close enough
iy mindtnr vesscle caly mervaes
uncerainty amound ihe anery,

The Houthl capture of Molchs
folkwwed an offensive lmmched
west of Talz earlier this month,
wsing misslbes, drones and morar
fire before a ground advamnce.

Yemeemn mibiiary  oommaners
and amalysts wammer that the
ohjective appeaned o be the foad
limking Tair with hokha, whos:
capiury would |solste Tele from
the Bed Sea

For  the Howthis, Mokl
provides a1 mililary gamm  amd
greater acopss to the Red Sea. Foo
the grvernmeni, jis loss removes
an impertant position from which
it sinaghi o limit Hosihl sciiviiy

The comsequenses  extend
baryomd Hee possibility of attacls
on commertial vesscls

Govertimeal coasi giand ilis
aned mewal forces afilinted with
ther Nstional Hesistamee hsd osed
Mokha as a base for mberoepting
shipmmts carmying weapons o
the Houthis. They also sought to
combst homen trafficking. dmg
srviieEding and other illici sctivits
in thee Red Sea

Al-Pabeer  osalcl  eose  foroes
had moew withdrasm somth &0
Dilaiglashs, e P%als A)-Mamsdaly, 1is
warned that their depariure comuld
crele W appertunites o
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YEMENS INTENSIFYING CONFLICT
Fightirg rages smicd compsiing ciaime by grasmerer-akgned forces and Houthis
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amipsling metworks, “Al Forms
of smuggling — imolving illici
ooy, parcotcs, wenpons  and
oryiraband — will peiarm. as will
the targeting of ships and interna
tiemal shipping” e said,

Matkomal Resistance naval forces
b absn maintalned o poeseTes
amunid the Hanish Archipelaps
and Zuggay Islard,

Theeir withdrrwval could give the
Hiouithis an ogepeertumsity Lo expand
their imfluence offshore, further
arengibening thelr  position
around maritime: iraffic,

The immediaie consequences
will depend on what the Houthis
do nexd. They could consodidate
thedr Bald on Aokhn, expand
antith foward Bab Al-Mamdah or
attempd fo extend thedr bufboe no
over strategically located Red
Sy Ialsiwle

The Yemeni military spolses-
persiog sl the redepliymsnt of

carry 1.8bn tonnes
O YAty

LI LEATHE .'l]-u|'|ﬂ e w1y oAk
was part of the wider batibe
against the Houthis and angued
that their movement inle open
areas could create opportunitics
for Yemeni forces (o tanged them,

“Drawing the Howthi militia
into open aress woltld make 1
casier for the Yememi Armed
Forces to torget amd elbminale
its members" the spokesperson
makl,

For Yemen, any [oss at this time
avonde] e o military sethack. Foa
the wider region, however, the
siakes are higher, The seowrily
of Bab Al-Mandab affects not
only Yemen but also the Hed
Sed, e Suer Canal and blerna-
tiomal maritime traffic. A safeand
wecune Haly Al-Manclal wlimse by
dependds on stability armund it —
and the Houthl copdune of Mokl
has made that stabilite comsider-
ably more unoertaln



